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REVEREND SIR. 


»? AM fully perſuaded, that your great 
popularity, and that high reputation, 
which you have Jultly acquired, of an 
) eminent and moſt acceptable miniſter, 
3 together with your valuable defence of 
chriſtianity, and the volumes of Sermons 
7 have formerly printed, have ſo prejudiced man- 
ind in your favour, that every thing, . which comes 
from you, is looked upon, as worthy of their eſteem 
and regard. It may therefore by ſome be account- 
ed preſumption in a layman, openly to differ from 
you in ſentiment; and much miore fo, if he dares to 
examine, and publicly anſwer what you have print- 
ed, and ſent abroad by ſubſcription. Theſe thoughts, 
with ſome other diſadvantages I am ſenſible of, fo 
greatly diſcouraged me from an attempt of this na- 
ture, that nothing but my love of truth, and concern 
for the common cauſe of chriſtianity, could have carried 
me above them; though, the firſt time I looked into 
your Sermon of Catholic Communion, the tendency, 
which it has to prejudice the chriſtian cauſe, imme- 
diately preſented itſelf to my mind, T7 
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Jou plead for. On which account, I thought, the 
cauſe of truth demanded, that ſomething ſhould be 
done to prevent the ill effect, that your Sermon might 
probably have upon the minds of ſuch chriſtians, who, 


3 Ci). L 
The whole of what you have urged, in that 
diſcourſe, ſeemed. to me inconcluſive, and to have 


little or no weight in it; nor have you at- 


tempted to anſwer the arguments, which I know 


you have read, againſt the promiſcuous communion. 


perhaps, through a fond regard for your character, may 
overlook the weakneſs of your pleas. For when they 
find, that promiſcuous communion is openly pleaded 
for, in the manner you have done, ſome may be in- 
duced to admit unbaptized perſons to com̃m̃umion, 
without authority from Chriſt 3 others, who have too 
little regard for maintaining the purity of the chriſtian 
religion, may be tempted to leave their own congre- 
gations, and join in the Pzdo-baptiſts communion 4 
While others may remain very eaſy and contented, in 
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5 tend to the utter ruin an 


and deſtruction of choſe 
churches, whoſe free eſtabliſhment is upon the true 
plan of the goſpel. Now, Sir, as you have furniſhed 
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| pleas, which many others were unacquainted with ; 


1 „I think, 1 muſt have been inexcuſeable, if I had 
not, according to my ability, made the proper uſe of 
them, to {erve the beſt and moſt, glorious cauſe in the 
world : and this I have endeavoured to do in the 


reſt, and moſt convincing method; not by picking 


out here and there a paſſage, or a ſentence, as mol 
Writers do, but by examining and anſwering your 


Whole Sermon, paragraph by paragraph, that my 


readers may at one view ee the full force of your argu- 
ments, and whether my remarks upon them are, or 
are not, to the purpoſe, By this means I hope the fatal 
conſequences, which naturally reſult from what you 
recommend, are moſt likely to be prevented. 
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from the ſacrifice you have made of it, in complas 


(% 


It is ttue, Sir, you have not expᷣteßly meritiohed 
The? any where in your ſermon, but have at 


againſt its being made a condition of chriſtian'cam- 
munion in a covert way, and are ſo far from making 
one exception with reſpect to that duty, though it s 
a plain injunction of Chriſt upon all his diſciples and 

followers, that you have ſome paſſages mote parti- 
cularly pointed againſt this inſtitution being made 
ſuch condition of communion, than againſt, any thing 
elſe. And I am fully ſatisfied, that, as your preſent 

practice — with thoſe - you have 
too much veracity in you to deny this 3 though, for 
ſome reaſons, you did not think fit openly to declare 


it. As, therefore, I think it of very great conſequenot 


to the common cauſe of cbriſtianity, that the church 
Mridy obſerve, and inflexibly adbere to ile original plan of 


that institution, which, you ſay, ' was wiſely calculated by 


God the ſupreme laugiver, to ſubſerve the g 8 
Virtus, and the ultimate end of all or TO IR 
and 2 to cheriſh good purpoſes, and promote avirta- 
aus lſe; ſo you, who are a friend to free enquiry 
cannot be at all diſpleaſed with what I have here 
done, in order to reſcue that ſacred 


appointment, | 


ſance to ſuch, as have too little eſteem for pauſitivt 


| rigs: becauſe, in this examination, I am only ie- 


ing your own labours, when you ſo warmly'en- 


| deavoured.to-fix upon the minds of a very numerous 
aſſembly, in which were many Pzdo-baptiſt mini.. 
ters, a juſt regard to the ſaored rite of baptiſm. For 


you then told us all, that, When — any of us, ac- 
Kknowledging the authority: of -Chrift, and —— divi- 


© nity. and truth of his religion, live in the omiſſion 
of any poſitive duty, which he, in che name of God, 
and as inveſted with his ſupreme authority, has en- 
joined upon us, we act in ſuch a manner, as is not 


only abſolutely inconſiſtent with the character we 


aſſume, and could think it our honour to bear, of 


< being his diſciples, but in a way that is a contra= 
: | 28360 diction | 


(vi) 
© diction'to itſelf, and to all the natural principles of 
| ©. reaſon. For there is no one clearer and more cer- 
< tain principle of everlaſting and unalterable right, 
within the whole extent and ſcope of moral duty, 
than this, that the omnipotent creator and ſovereign 
< ruler, whoſe dominion 1s -unlimited, and who' is 
perfect in wiſdom, : and in all moral excellence, 
«ſhould; be reverenced, honoured, and obeyed in all 
his laws, in all the diſcoveries and declarations of his 
will, whether by the voice of nature, or by extra- 
ordinary methods of revelation. And in no one 
point can there be the leaſt juſt ground to object, 
without ſuppoſing that he is a capricious, arbitrary, 
© tyrannical being, who is not, in- the abſtract pro- 
< priety and truth of things, fit to be obeyed; nor, 
<. conſequently, without entirely diſſolving, together. 
< with every inſtituted tie, the religion of nature and 
< reaſon itſelf.” How great then muſt the fault of 
that church be, which ſhall countenance and give en- 
couragement to theſe very heinous and © moſt fatal 
evils, by not regarding ſacred baptiſm as any condi 
tion of church memberſhip, but, contrary to the na- 
ture and reaſon of things, ſhall careleſsly, and. with- 
out the leaſt authority from God's word, admit ſuch 
perſons, as act after the manner you ſo juſtly and 
highly condemn, to the privileges of chriſtian com- 
munion ? Or how can you with the leaſt conſiſtefſcy 
adviſe to it, when you have ſo frankly acknowledged, 
that baptiſm © is an appendage, fence, and help to 
true religion, — wiſely calculated by God the ſu- 
preme lawgiver to ſubſerve the great purpoſes of 
virtue and the ultimate end of all true religion — 
intended and adapted to cheriſh good purpoſes, and 
promote a virtuous life ? + It muſt therefore, one 
would think, be eſteemed by you, above all men, as 
ſo neceſſary, ſo valuable, and ſo profitable a branch 
or part of chriſtian duty to collective bodies, as well 


My Remarks, p. 2. f Paragraph xiii, Remarks, p. 3. par. v. 
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as to private chriſtians, that no church can ever lay 
it aſide, or diſpenſe with any of her members obedi- 
_ ence to it, without incurring the divine diſpleaſure, 
and highly affronting that God, whoſe ſupreme au- 
thority they muſt thereby ſo manifeſtly annul, oppoſe, 
and degrade. | „ r 


The cauſe of truth, Sir, you know, induced me ſix 
years ago to print, at large, the Sermon of yours 
above quoted, though, in ſuch a manner, as not ta 
violate the leaſt tittle of the injunction, which you 
laid upon me, when you put it into my hands. But, 
as you did not think fit to conceal from ſome of your 
friends the letter I wrote you upon that occaſion, and 
they were forward. to talk ſo much of it in public, 
that I was told it by others, and ſometimes heard 
them ſpeak of it myſelf ; ſo this conduct of you and your 
friends naturally led me to think, that you were very 
willing to have it known, what parts of that Tract were 
yours; and therefore I cannot be any longer under 
the reſtraint of not making any references to you, which 
I have hitherto inviolably maintained even in conver- 
ſation : for I never mentioned it to any but to thoſe I 
conſulted about my manuſcript : though, I think, 
your injunction did not debar me from ſpeaking of it 
to any body, but only in that work, at that time, to 
avoid references to you in print. However, as Tam 
now conſidering another — of yours, and as 
zourſelf and friends have divulged the ſecret, I think 
1 may freely make uſe of it, in order to rectify your own 
unhappy miſtake, correct the error you are fallen into, 
and prevent the fatal conſequences, which may ariſe 
from thence. I have therefore openly avowed the 
whole truth, by printing, at the end of this exami- 
nation, the letter I ſent you with my Remarks: on the 
ſeveral anſwers 10 the pamphlet, intitied, Cbriſtianity not 
Taynaed on Anl.. a Boe 
:... then thought it the right of truth to print your 
whole Sermon, and the fame truth now demands my 
Aeclaring openly whole it was; which, you muſt own, 
4 „ N | f 1 
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. debt due to the public, from the promiſes you 
made to many perſons of printing it yourſelf: and I 
'  fGincerely wiſh it may be more and better regarded, 
 asthe compoſition and fentiments of the much cele- 
brated Dr. Feſter, than as the work of G. K. The ſen- 
timents, which it contains, are, I am fure, much 
more juft, ' the arguments elearer, of greater force, 
more conſiſtent with truth, and far more likely to 
advantage true religion and piety, if they be at all at- 
_ tended to, than thoſe are in the Sermon I am goin 
to conſider ; and yet from the prevailing temper f 
the age, I greatly fear, that the latter will be more 
readily received, more freely read, and fondly ad- 
mired by many, than the former: becaufe diſcourſ 
which juſtly expoſe that groſs ſuperſtition, almo! 
univerſally practiſed, inftead of Chriſt's inſtitution, ſex 
forth the great evil, and very heinous fin of annulling 
or altering the laws of God, and fo have a natural ten- 
deney to reform and bring Chriftians off from thoſe 
corruptions, which they derived from Rome, ſuit not 
the preſent taſte fo much as thoſe, which footh and en- 
courage them to continue ſuch corruptions, till in the 
end they caſt off all regard to the chriſtian cauſe; an 
evil which, I apprehend, nothing would more etfec- 
tually prevent, as nothing can more ſecure you 
from the blame of promoting, than your retracting 
the ſentiment in this Sermon, with reſpect to bap- 
tiſm's being no condition of chriſtian communion, 
and utterly renouncing the practice you are unhap- 
Pil fallen into. Nor ought the bafe and fla- 
K © viſh principle of public ſhame, or a ſordid ſecular 
* intereſt, to have any influence in an affair of fuch 
vaſt importance, as that of preſerving an uncor- 
+ rupted probity of mind, and a proving our fidelity 
to God. They ſnheuld neither fufpend, nor controul 
and limit, the free ſcope of qur'enquiries, nor pre- 
vent: our renouncing error, however popular and 


* long eftabliſhe@;- upon a full conviction of the u 1 
derſtand ing. and making a public profeſſion of 1 
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« truth, however deſpiſed and loaded with reproac 
and ignominy. Such an ingenuous and open con- 
duct has ſomething ſo great, ſo praiſe-worthy and 
« generous in it, that almoſt all will find themfelves 
« conſtrained by nature, and the univerſal ingrafted 
« ſentiment of what is right and excellent, to approve, 
what but few have the piety and reſolution to imi- 
tate” And if you, Sir, would put in practice, 
upon this occaſion, what you have here ſo worthily 
recommended to others; as you would then act con- 
ſiſtently, ſo it muſt raiſe your reputation very high, and 
give the greateſt pleaſure to your molt ſincere friends 
and brethren in the truth; but to none more than to, 


Reverend Sir, 
Your moſt unfeigned Friend, 
5 Chriſtian Brother, 


And humble Servant, 


London, 3 2 3 
Nev, 5,1750, GRANTHAM KILLINGWORTH, 
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The Revi. Dr. JAMES FOSTER. 
Sermon on Catholic Communion. 
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Far we, Jeing many, are one Bread, 7 one + Bohy, - for by 
are all partakers of that one Bread. 


We þ bs EFORE I — to conſider whos Dr: 
F. bas offered from this Scripture, I can- 
$=27/ not but obſerve, that he is very unhappy 
Xin the Choice of his Text; which, in- 
tſtead of being to. his, purpoſe, ,niakes: fi- 
Fill rectly. againſt him: for the Words were 
- addreſſed to a Church conſiſting only of 
Moe . and do not in the leaſt relate, as he would 
make his Readers believe, to the whole collective Body of 
Chriſtians, corrupted, as moſt of them are at preſent, in their 
Notions of Baptiſm. And ithis is very clear, not only from many 
paſſages of this Epiſtle, but alſo from the Aceount whiqh St. Luke 
has given us of the Way and Means, by which that Church was 
firſt gathered, Acts xviii. 111. The Text favs, Paul departed 
from Atheni.and came to; Corinth And he reajaned in the na- 
gogue every Sabbath, and perſuaded the Jews, and the Greeks 
and teſitfied to the Jews that Ieſus wes-Qhrifi. —And 
Criſpus, the chie "Ruler of the Synagague, beligved on the Lord, 
* all his And many of the Corinthians hearing belieu- 
ed, and a urg baptized, Then nt the Lord to Paul in the 
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2 An Examination of Dr. Foſter's Sermon 
Night by a Viſion, be not afraid, but ſpeak, and hold not thy 
Peace: For I am with thee, and no Man ſhall ſet on thee, to 
hurt thee : For I have much People in this City. And he conti- 
nued there a Year and fix Months teaching the Ward of God 
among them. _ : : 
Hence it plainly appears, that the Church of Corinth was 
3 by St. Paul's firſt preaching the word of God, and 
then baptizing thoſe, who believed the Doctrinè of the Lord, 
which he preached. And all, this the Doctor himſelf muſt 
neceſſarily allow, becauſe in his Sermon upon Baptiſm he ex- 
preſsly ſays, That the proper Subjects of Baptiſm—are on- 
© Iy the Adult, upon making a free and voluntary Profeſſion E 1 
© of their Faith in Chriſt, and Repentance towards God, is, 1 
I think, abundantly confirmed by the whole Strain and 
Current of the New Teftament, The Text itſelf appears 
© to me to afford a-manifeſt and ſtrong demonſtration, in 
© which is directly aſſerted, that as many, i. e. all without 
exception (for St. Paul himſelf does not exclude one ſingle 
caſe, and therefore Chriſtians ought not, however neceſſar 
it may be to the Support of a favourite Scheme, to whic 
© they are moſt zealouſly and fondly devoted) in the Text, I 7 
£ ſay, it is directly aſſerted, that all without exception, who RX 
© are baptized into Chriſt, do put un Chriſt, The Phraſe plain- ; 
© Iy denotes à voluntary Act of their own, an Act of Piety in 
_ © the Subjects of Baptiſm,” And a little lower, To put on 
© Chrift, is to take upon us the Chriſtian Character, and to 
< bind ourſelves, in a ſolemn Engagement to imitate the : 
© Temper and Life of Chriſt: As all did, if we may give *#| 
Credit to St. Paul, who were baptized in the firſt 1 eof 
< Chriſtianity.” And in the Concluſion he ſays, If the =» 
Words of the Inſtitution are either way concluſive, it is, ''$ 
<© mioft undoubtedly, on the Side of the perpetual Duration of 
'« Baptiſm, and the univerſal Extent of its Obligation. And 
if we conſult the Nature and Uſes of this Ordinance, we 
© ſhall find nothing that can lead us to conclude, that it was 
d deſigned to be only temporary, or to be confined to proſe- b-— | 
< Iytes: On the contrary, all the Uſes of it that are ſpecified 1 
in Scripture, and the ſeveral Expreſſions by which the true M 
© nature of it is there repreſented, appear to me to be equally > 
applicable to every Age of the Church, and to all the Believ- 
ers of Chriſtianity. * Take Baptiſm either as a public Pro- 
_ © feffion of the Chriſtian Religion, by a certain ſignificant 
Rite, which J take to be, in good part, the Meaning of the 
Text, that as many as are baptized into Cbriſt do put on 
'* @hrift; or conſider it, in St. Peter's Notion of it, as .the 
ET. „„ « Anſwer 
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| on Catholic Communion. 0 * 2: 
Anſiuer 0 good Conſcience towards God ; or if it be proper- 
© ly deſcribed by the modern Stile of a viſible Admiſhon into 
© the Chriſtian Church; I can ſee no reaſon, why it may not 
© be as uſeful to one ſort of Chriſtians as to another, nor, 
* conſequently, why the Uſe of it ſhould be limited to proſe- 
© lytes only? Upon the whole, ſince there is ſo great rea- 
6 Ga to believe, that the Ordinance of Baptiſm is of Autho- 
© rity and Force in all Ages, and with reſpect to all Chriſti- 
ans; let us Honour God, by readily ſubmitting to this Law 
which he hath preſcribed. And to thoſe, in particular, 
© who are fully convinced of their Duty, but have hitherto 
failed in this part of their Obedience, I beg leave to addreſs 
© myſelf in the Words of Annanias to Saul, with which I ſhall 
_ © conclude this Diſcourſe, And now why tarrięſi thou, ariſe, 
© and be - baptized, and ſincerely repenting, waſh away thy 
< Sins, calling on the Name of the Lord 3 

But I will now give what I take to be the true Import of 
2 Doctor's Text, and ſee what farther Light the Epiſtle it- 
ſelf gives. = oe” ting. Bees 8 PR A 10 
The Epiſtle of St. Paul, of which this Text is a Part, was 

written by him to a Church, which, as I have already ſhown, 
was firſt gathered by his Miniſtry, chap. iv. 2 planted toge - 
ther according to the Order of the Goſpel, p. i. 9. Chap. 
iii. 5— 10. So that there was not one unbaptized Perſon 
among them, as is very clear from chap. i. 13. chap. vi. 11. 
chap. xi. 2. where he praiſes them, becauſe they had kept the 
Ordinances, as they were at firſt delivered unto them by him- 
ſelf, having carefully remembered him in all Things. This 
Text therefore cannot authoriſe any Church to admit one un- 
baptized Perſon, though in other reſpects ever ſo devout and 
good, into their Communion ;_ nor does it give the leaſt En- 
couragement for ſuch Perſon to think, that he may lawfully 
partake of it. The whole Deſign and, View of the Apoſtle 
herein being quite another Thing, namely, to keep the Mem- 
bers of that Church in Peace and Purity, ver. 5, 6, 7, 8,9, 10. 
to guard them againſt all the Temptations, to which they might 
be. expoſed, ver. 11, 12, 13, and to keep them ſtrict and 
cloſe to the Chriſtian Profeſſion, and in the Chriſtian Lite, 
ver. 1 16s 16, 10, 30, 2h %% 
Theſe things he further enforces in the Text, from the 

ſpiritual Relation they ſtood in to Chriſt Jeſus their Head, 
and to one another as Brethren: For they had every one of 

them, by Baptiſm, been incorporated into, and conſtituted 
Members of his myſtical Body the Church, whereby they ac- 
fl eee orient 6 amy of 2 tt 0 % wt. ftp 
* Remarks, p. 88, 89, 94, 95. : 
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quired a Right, and became entitled t& the Privilege, of par- 
taking together of that one Bread adbil, Cup, which, as 4 
Pledge of our Lord's Love, myftically repreſent, or figurative- 
ly fer forth in the moſt lively Manner hi®Paffion for us, Gal. 
In. 1. and were by him appointed to be eaten and drank in 
frit Union and Love by his true Diſciples as one united Body, 
in remembrande of his Body broken, and Blood ſhed for them, 
Luke xxii. 19, 20. 1 Cor. xi. 23, 24, 25, 26. in order fot 
their ſpiritual growth and increafe in all the Virtues and 
Graces of the Chriſtian Life, the cheriſhing true Piety in the 
Sou), till it riſe to a Conformity with Chriſt, and begetting 13 
harmony of Affection, and uniformity of Life in the Truth 3 {V0 
like to that one Bread, of which they were all partakers toge- | 
ther. In this Senſe only the Apoſtle ſays in the Text, Me be- 

ing many, are one Bread, and one Body, for we are all par- 

akers of. that one Bread. So that "whatever. follows in the 

octor's Difcourfe for promiſcuous mixt Communion of dif- 

Ferent Sects and Parties of Chriſtians, muſt of neceſſity be un- 
ſupported by this Text, and can, to the truly conſiderate, be 


of no wei ht ata, ene © Ob 
Having thus given what T judge, to be the true Import of wo 
the Doctor's Text, I ſhall ſet down his own Words, para- 1 
25 by paragraph, till I come at the Cencluſion. But [ 4 
nuſt firſt obſerve, that as the Doctor's whole Introduction is 9 


mere Declamation and flouriſh of Words, and as ſuch might 4 
be placed at the Head of almoſt any Diſcourſe of a contro- = 

verlial Nature; ſo it cannot be thought, in the Judgment of 
ſober Reaſon, to have any great weight in the preſent 
Argumetit: betaliſe what is ſo well ſuited to ſerve the Pur- = 
pole of almoRt Any Declaimer, upon either Side of almoſt any 
"Queſtion, can't be admitted as a Proof of any Phing, but the 
ſprigbtly Genius and warm Imagination of the Writer. 
However, leaſt the Glare of Words, and pompous Shew -f 
Expteffion fhould captivate our preſent moliſn Profeſſors 
ef Chriſtianity, 1 ſhall take the Liberty -freely to examine 3 
every part of it; from whence, I think, it will appear, that 1 
the whole öf it is the ſeaſt applicable to the preſent, of any 


Säbheck whitteyer.” The Doftor begins, 


I.. Whiever' attentively conſiders the Excellency and Per- F 
** feftion'of the Chriſtian Feste its ſuitableneſs to the de- Tf 
'© prayed State of Mankind, and what a direct Tendency the 1 
Obſerßation of its Precepts has to promote the true Dignity L 
0 Mi_pririe of bow Nature, mut be deeply concerned, 
Nee the Deſign of it m 0 great a Meaſure defeated, "4 
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Bigotry and Party Ziel. It muſt,” to a generoys Mind, 
be matter of very uneaf9 Reflection, that thoſe excellent Rules 
« of Juſtice; Truth, and Mercy, which are eternal Laws 
of Nature, and ſo Aongly inculcated by the Goſpel, ſhould 
be infringed and violated for the ſake of outward. Forms, 
and inſignificant, ſubtle, confounding Speculations, And 
it is natural to inquire how -it comes to pals, that the Pro» 
< feflors of a Religion, the Genius of which is ſo mild and 
_ + amiable, and that breaths nothing but Moderation, Peace 
and univerſal Charity, ſhould be ſo forward to divide into a 
variety of Sets, reviling and excommunicating one another. 


One great Excellency of the Chriſtian Religion is, that it 
admits of no Alteration, nor can receive any Addition 
from human Authority, Gal. i. 6, 7—12: neither is it ſo 
daſtitute of good Order and Diſcipline, as to leave its peculiar 
Rights and Privileges common to all Men without diſtinction, 
Heb. xii. 10. But, as it requires from the inward Convicti- 
on of the Mind and Underſtanding, in the Anſwer of a good 
Conſciance towards God, 1 Pet. iii. 21. obedience: to the 
fit; Inftitution of its great Author, appointed by him far an 
admittance into his Church, in order to conſtitute pious 
Perſons: Members thereof, Baptiſm being a Rite whereby 
Chriſtians may know who are, or who are not. related to 
them in the Goſpel af Chriſt ; ſo it alle requires Purity, 
Holineſs of Liſe and Converſation aſter warde. 
But what does the Doctor mean by auttiuard Forms, and in- 
fignificant, ſubtle, confounding Speculations ! Surely he ceuld 
never think of inſpiring his Readers with any ſuch unworthy, 
reproachful Sentiments of Ohriſt as theſe, namely, that the 
Baptiſm, in Which he commanded all his Diſciples. and Fol- 
Jowers.to obey him, as the Way of Entrance into his Church, 
and one of the Conditions of being eſteemed bis Friends and 
Diſciples is, in itſelf, an Inſtitution of no greater Conſe- 
quence to Mankind, notwithſtanding the Divine Authorit 
of it, than to be compared, ranked and confounded, with 
the auttbard Forms of human Device, by which Men maße 
void the Commandments of Ged. Much leſs ſhould ſo plain an 
Oidinance, clearly expreſſive of what it was dęligned to holt 
forth, obſerved by Chriſt himſelf, andi required of all his Fol- 

g Jowers, Matt. xxvitii. 19, 20. Mark xvi-u 55110. = John iii. 75 
25 <hap: xv. 14. chap. xiv. 23, 24. Acts i. 383 44, 4% 
campared, with the inſigniſicant, ſulule, confounding: Spegu- 
Jatzons, which the Craft and Pride of ſome have invented to 
„ o veces 4 obſcure 
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obſcure the Truth, inſlave their Fellow-Chriftians, perplex 
their Minds, diſturb and deſtroy the Peace and Harmony of 
Chriſtian Societies. On the contrary, the Doctor himſelf has 


repreſented Chriſtian Baptiſm, as an Ordinance of the higheſt 


Authority, and of the utmoſt Importance, both with reſpe& to 
God and Man. Por he ſays, The Ordinance of Baptiſm is 
© a Duty entirely Chriftian, ——wiſely calculated by God the 
© ſupreme Lawgiver, to ſubſerve the great Purpoſes of Virtue, 
© and the ultimate End of all true Religion : That the Obli- 
© pation of it reſults wholly from the Will of God——and 
< therefore a Duty t which a Chriſtian ——muft yield exact 
© Obedience——on the ſelf-ſame Principle, on which he 
< thinks it his Duty to conform from Motives of Religion, or 
© Acknowledgement; and fuitable Veneration of the ſupreme 


© Deity, to the eternal and univerſal Rules of Virtue and 


< Morality, And therefore when any of us, acknowledging 
© the Authority of Chrift, and the Divinity and Truth of his 
Religion, live in the Omiſſion of it, we act in ſuch a 


Manner, as is not only abſolutely inconſiſtent with the Cha- 


© rater we aſſume but alſo in a Way that is a Contradic- 
© tion to itſelf, and to all the natural Principles of Reaſon. 
That Chriftians are under the ſtrongeſt Ties and Obligations 
of Obedience to it, in every particular Circumſtance, and 
that their living in the Omiſſion of it is attended with the 
moſt fatal Conſequences imaginable, farther appears from his 
own Words; ſor he adds, And in no one —— 2 be 
© the leaſt juſt ground to object, without ſuppoſing that he 
(God) is , ee arbitrary, tyrannical Being, who is not 
< in the abſtract Propriety, and truth of Things, fit to be obey- 
© ed, nor, conſequently, without diſſolving, together with every 
© inflituted Tie, the Religion of Nature and Reaſon itſelf *. 

As this is the Sentiment, and theſe the Words of Dr. 
F. in the Sermon, which he preached upon Baptiſm, 
when that facred Ordinance was adminiſtred to two Per- 


ſons, before a vaſt multitude of SpeRators, of all Denomi- 


nations in Religion: fo it becomes him, and is his Duty, as 
much as it is any Chriſtian Miniſter's, to ſupport and main- 
tain, to the utmoſt of his Power, a ſtrict Regard, and uni- 
verſal Obedience, to this divine Inſtitution, among all 
his Followers, and throughout the whole Circle of his Ac- 
quaintance. If he neglects this, he muſt be highly in- 


excuſable; but much more ſo, if he at any Time, or 


in any Manner, knowingly, advances Principles or Sen- 
timents, which tend to leſſen the Regard of Mankind, 
ren e | dS SS oiled 
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and hinder their Obedience to the Ordinances of Raptiſm, 
which was inſtituted by the Son of God, to be obſer ved by 
every Believer in him, for the wiſeſt and beſt Ends and 
_ And if the Obſervation ,of Chriſt's. Precepts bas 'a direct 
Tendency to promote the true Dignity and Happineſs 'of buman 
Nature, as the Doctor here allows; and according to St. Paul, 
Baptiſm, in particular, has this tendency, Rom. vi. 123. 
then, ſhould the Church receive Perſons to Memberſhip and 
— Communion, without this tie to Holineſs and Purity of Life, 
to which the Pardon of paſt Sins, and the Aſſiſtance of the 
Holy Ghoſt are promiſed ; they would do the greateſt Injury to 
ſuch perſons in particular, beſides what they muſt do to them- 
ſelves, by the Diſhonour thereby done to Chriſt their Lord, 
who inftituted it for the wiſeſt and beſt Purpoſes. And in- 
deed the ſtrict Obſervation of this Inſtitution, with all the 
other Laws and Precepts of Chriſt in conjunction with it, 
and each other, are / ſuitably adapted to the depraved flate of 
Mantinu, that they muſt then, if at all ſurely, have a direct 
Tendency to promote the trus Dignity and Happineſi of Human 
Nature, to bind them to the Practice of Piety, Virtue and 
Humanity, and to joyn them together in Fellowihip and Com- 
munion, by the firmeſt and moſt endearing Bond of Union, 
namely, love to God, to Chriſt, and one another. 
And that Chriſtianity had this happy Effect upon the Pro- 
feſſors of it in general, was clearly manifeſted, whilſt che 
Church inflexibly adhered to the Order of the Goſpel in the Ad- 
miſſion of Members into her Community. The cruel Suffferings, 
which they endured for their Faithfulneſs to the Truth they 
profeſſed, were a Proof of the firſt; and the Acknowledg- 
ment of their Perſecutors was an Evidence of the latter; for 
fee how the Chriſtians love” one another, was one Remark of 
their bittereſt Enemies. The Diſorders, Schiſms, and Con- 
fuſion of Sects, 'reviling, perſecuting, and excommunicating 
each other, which has ſince enſued, may juſtly therefore be 
aſcribed to the annulling,” and degrading the Authority. of God, 
by introducing human: Forms, the corrupt Inventions of 
Men, inſtead of the pure Inſtitution of Chriſt, as appointed 
for the Admiſſion of Perſons to Memberſhip in his Church. 
For where ſuch a Breach is once made, it is a certain inlet 
to every other Evil. And this, I believe, was, in fact, the 
Occaſion of the firſt conſiderable Breach or Schiſm in the 
Chriſtian Church, which happened in the Time of Cyprian 
and Cornelius, when Infant Baptiſm firſt began to come in; 
And was, like a., root Sin, the Foundation of great Apo- 
ene | | | | ſtacy ä 
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Corruption and Deyiation after another, from the true primi- 
tive Chriſtian, Principles, and Cbriſtian Practice, till, in the 
End, it brought in all that execrable Wickedneſs, recounted 
by the Boctor; p. 342. And as thoſe ſnocking Evils followed the 
Corruption of ſacted Baptiſm, by apply ing it to unfit Sub- 
jecis ; ſo the laying that Inſtitution of Chtiſt's wholly aſide, as 
. & trifling, unneceſſary Ceremony, muſt naturally tend, not 
only to defeat the great, Deſign of Chtiſtianity; but alſo 

to ektirpate the Whole of his moſt holy, and moſt excellent 
Religion: which, I preſume, Dr. F. would be extremely 


forry to ſee take its riſe, or find Encouragement from what he 
has here publiſhed. en,, ni endtiog od) 


_ F 4 


II. In ſome, this ſeems to be occaſioned by Prejudices of 
Education. They bave been taught, that particular Schemes 
are the Subſtance of Chriſtianity z fundamental Truths, up- 
8 on a Behef, or Diſbelief, of which, their eternal Happineſs 
or Miſery depend ; and. in conſequence of this, they are 
not only tenacious of them, and averſe to a free and impartial 
Inquiry 3 but apt to entertain hard Thoughts of thoſe, who 
have not, exactly; the ſame Sentiments of Religion with 
< themſelves. In others, it may proceed from ſelfiſnneſs, and 
a regard to private Intereſt; which makes them condemn 
£:to ſeaure their Popularity and Influence. In others, again, 
it miryrſpring from Pride, a fruit ful Root of Content ion, anal 
© the:Cauſe of numberleſs Irregulat ities and Diſcords. Any one, 
5 ardetd;: who is acquainted with the Powers of human Na- 
ture; the Influende of our Paſſions, and the many Prejudices 
£0;which we are ſubject (ſome of which are viſible, whilſt 
_SHothers ifiſenſibly, but at the ſame time altogether. as effectu- 
© ally, biaſs and captivate the Mind) ſuch a one, I ſay, would 
4 ſcater believe, that ſo great a Part of Mankind ſhould have 
that extravagant Veneration for their own Judgments, as to 
However, ſo it is in fact: they do not ꝓretend to be inful- 
lille, and yet are never in the wrong ; and if you kefuſe to 
pay them the Complimenit of 4ubmitting eo theit wiſer op- 
10 nions, they ſeem to think themſelvæs, and Religion too, to 
be. inſulted and degraded ; and chme to this peeviſh-conchu- 
ion chat if you will not tabe your, Notions of Chriſtianity 
frombthem, you ſhall not be allowed to be Chriſtians at all. 
Vanity, which is really inconſiſtent with all Religion, 
A . „ 


* 
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© prompts them to look upon themſelves, and thoſe of the 
- ſame Name and Diſtinction, as the only true Chriſtians; 
and they are apt to ſay to others, however honeſt and con- 
© ſcientious,' in the Spirit of a conceited and boaſting Phariſee 
Stand off, come not near, for we are holier than you.“ 


If through. the Prejudices of Education, Selfifhneſs, and a 
Regard for private Intereſt, or from Pride, the fruitful Root 
of Contention, and cauſe of numberleſs Irregularities and Diſ- 
cords,” many have ſet up their own Fudgments and Inventions 
as the Standard and Teft of Truth; and have therefore refuſed 
to allow the Name 4 hriſtians to any, who diſſent from their 
Opinions, of which they are ſo fondly. tenacious, as to ſhew 
themſelves averſe to a free and impartial» Inquiry ; does it at 
all follow, that the Character of true Chriſtians may not be 
juſtly appropriated to thoſe: only, who bave reſpect unto all 
Chriſt's Commandments, and, as a Body or Community of 
People, are known to practiſe, as far as in them lies, what 
ſocver Chrift has commanded? Or muſt the high and honour- 
able Character of true Chriſtians, equally. belong to other 
Societies, which not only refuſe Obedience to Chriſt in ſome 
very material Things, but, inſtead thereof, follow the cor- 
rupt Traditions of Men in oppoſition to the Inſtitution of our 
Lord, whom they therein diſhonour : and have too often, not 
only deſpiſed, but even injured thoſe, who from a conſcienti- 
_ ous Regard to the Inſtitutions of the Goſpel, durſt not ac- 
knowledge, or allow their human Ceremonies for true Chri · 
ftianity? And if the Title of true Chriſtians, or the true 
Church of Chriſt, is due, and ought to be allowed to ſuch. 
| Societies, why ſhould it be denied to the corrupt apoſtate- 
Church of Rome? But is it not a Proteſtant Principle, readi- 
ly acknowledged by all, that zo Man is a Chriftian any far- 
ther than he is a Follower of Chriſt, and becomes obedient to 
him; and that when he practiſes ſomething elſe, inſtead of 
what Chriſt appointed, he is therein ſo far from being a true 
Chriſtian, that he becomes the Diſciple of ſome other, whom be 
chooſes to follow ; and is not in that particular a Diſciple of 
Chriſt Feſus the Lord? And ſurely we are not to think Right 
and Wrong, Truth and Error in Religion, of equal Autho- 
rity; or that they are ſo blended and confounded: together in 


every Thing, that it is very difficult, if not impoſſible, right=. - 


ly to diſtinguiſh the one from the other in any thing. And 
is Dr. F.-after all his ſtudy, arrived no farther; or can 
he think ſuch Apprehenſions, will ever recommend a free 
Inquiry after Truth? On the eg may we not wy : 
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refuſe to acknowledge that for true, which we know to be falſe, 


without pretending tobe infallible, or incurring the leaſt Imputa- 


tion of @ concei ted boaſting phariſaical ſpirit, or ſo much as think- 
ing of others in any ſuch ſenſe, or and off, come not near, for we 

are holier than you © This is a Spirit, which I well hope does not 
belong to the General Baptiſts. But here let me aſk the Doctor, 
whether there are not Perſons in his own way of Thinking in 
this particular, who though 2bey do not pretend to be infallible, 
yet ſay they are fure they are not in the M rong, and who really 
entertain hard Thoughts of thoſe, who have not exactiy the ſame 
Sentiments of Religion with themſelves ? Let him think ſeriouſ- 
ly, and ſpeak freely, whether he never heard, that his Church 
has been repreſented, or faid to be, the only true catholic 
Church in Landen; and whether the Members thereof have not 
fometimes made this their boaſt : owing not to their Aricily ob- 
ſerving, and inflexibly adhering to the Inſtitutions of Chriſt, 
but to their great Indifference, and that very little Regard, 
which, as 'a Church, they pay to the Ordinance of Baptiſm, 


which the Goſpel. has appointed, and directly contrary to what 


the Doctor himſelf has expreſsly aſſerted, no Chriſtian “ can 
© live in the Omiſſion of without entirely diſſolving, to- 
< gether with every inſtitued tie, the Religion of Nature, and 
© Reaſon itſelf.” And if theſe are facts, whether the Doctor's 
Words are not as applicable to them, as to any other Chriſti- 
ans, whoſe Vanity, which ts really inconſiſtent with all Religion, 
prompts them to. look upon themſelves, and thoſe of the ſame Name 
and Dijtinition, as the only true Chriſtians, and with a kind 
of ſovereign Contempt are apt to ſay to ethers, however hone/? 
and conſcrenttous, in the Spirit - a conceited boaſting Phariſee 
i are bolier than you. hereas, . though-we think our 
ſelves: obliged in faithfulneſs. to Chriſt, to ſeparate from the 
corrupt Traditions and Inventions of Men, which other Chri- 


ſtians practiſe, inſtead of our Lord's Inſtitution 5. and to keep 


more cloſe and ſtrictiy to the Goſpel Rule in what reſpects the 
Conftitution of his Church; it does not at all follow, that we 
muſt think the prevailing Temper and Diſpoſition of our 
Minds more holy ;- that is, more like the Temper and Life of 
Chrift, in other reſpects, than thoſe Chriſtians, who differ. 
from us. Nay, is it not very poſſible, for a Man to be in 
the Profeſſion of the Truth, and to think himſelf obliged to 

adhere cloſely to it, and maintain it ſtrictly too, and yet not 


think himſelf perfect; yea, to know himſelf ſo faulty in ſome 


Things, as to grieve and mourn for them, and yet his departing 

from, or giving up the Truth he knows, or growing indif- 
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on Catholic Communion.”  —_ T 
ferent to it, in order to-pleaſe and gratify others, or from any 
other bad motive, would but increaſe his guilt? However, as 
Dr. F. ſo much diſclaims and cenſures a phariſaical Spirit, I 
can have no fear, that he will think either himſelf or Religion 
inſulted and degraded; becauſe am ſo far from paying him 
the compliment of ſubmitting to his Opinion, as to publiſh 
this Examination in anſwer to him: though there would 
have been no room for this, nor any controverſy of this na- 
ture; if Chriſtians had not departed from the foundation Prin- 
ciple of the doctrine of Chriſt, which Chriſt himſelf eftabliſh- 
ed, as the entrance into his church. For had Chriſtians al- 
ways kept the Ordinances as St. Paul delivered them to the 
Corinthians, they would then have been all baptized Chriſti- 
ans to this day; but as many have departed from, and laid 
aſide the inſtitution of Baptiſm, we are not to follow them 
in their apoſtacy, nor countenance them at all in it, leaſt 
we ſhould be partakers with them in thoſe | evil deeds. And 

I shall ſhew from Dr. Fs own words, that the alterations, 
which our Pædobaptiſt brethren have made in that inſtituti- 
on, are with him equally finful and heinous, and therefore 
inſtead of complying with them in their corrupt ſuperſtition, 
it is rather our duty ſeriouſly to conſider and apply what the 
| _ beloved apoſtle of our Lord fays, ſecond of John, ver. 4, 

r ire ho gS4du all ar 

| A that Dr. F thinks Pædobaptiſm directly contrary 
to, and utterly inconſiſtent with the Goſpel accbunts of the 
ſacred inſtitution of Baptiſm; and that he alſo eatertainis the 
moſt contemptible opinion of the pretences and pleas, which 
our Pædobaptiſts make uſe of for the ſupport of their practice, 
is moſt evident and plain in the following paſſages which I have 
here tranſcribed from his Sermon upon Baptiſm; where- after 
ſtating his three heads of inquiry, be enters upon the proof in 
theſe words .. ts le n ieee Wits 5. 
As there is a great compaſs and variety of argument in- 
© cluded: under each of theſe heads, I muſt content myſelf 
with giving ſhort ſketches, without: expatiating on every 
particular; but hope however, though in an abſtract, to give 
© obvious and convincing reaſons on the fide of what I appre= 
hend to be the truth, and a clear confutation of all oppolite 
© pretences. F 1 1 
In the firſt place, what are we to underſtand by the ex- - 
© preſſion uſed in the text, of being baptized into Ghrift © The 
< general ſenſe is moſt evidently this, that we are baptized in- 

5 to the ſolemn profeſſion — — of his ien 
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© of that moſt wiſe, and holy, and excellent ſcheme of reli- 
© gion, which he was commiſſioned! by God to reveal and 
© publiſh, and enabled to confirm and eſtabliſh by many un- 
< queſtionable, great, and beneficent miracles: juſt as the Jews 
© being baptized into doſes implied in it, in the ſentiment of 
© St. Paul, who made uſe of that phraſe, their owning-him as 
© their leader, and his inſtitution to be divine. Thus far 
© the matter ſeems to be perfectly unperplexed and free from 
difficulty, &c. To the ſecond head, br LT 
Wbo are the proper ſubjects of baptiſm, and that they are 
* only the adult, upon their making a free and voluntary pro- 
« feſton. of their faith in Chriſt, - and repentance towards 
God, is, I think, abundantly confirmed by the whole ſtrain 
© and current 'of the New Teſtament. The text itſelf ap- 
c pears to me to afford a manifeſt and ſtrong demonſtration, 
© in which is directly aſſerted, that as many, that is, all with- 
out exception; (for St. Paul himſelf does not exclude one 
© ſingle caſe, and therefore Chriſtians ought not; however 
- © neceſiary it may be to the ſupport of a favourite ſcheme, to 
_ © which: they are moſt zealouſly and fondly devoted ;) in the 
© text, I ſay, it is directly aſſerted, that all without exception, 
© who are baptized into Chriſt, do put en Chrift. | The phraſe 
s plainly denotes a voluntary act of their own, an act of piety 
in the ſubjeRs of baptiſm, and not a forced tie, not a mere 
© external and mechanical operation; and conſequently in- 
* fants are plainly declared, by this paſſage, to be incapable 
© of baptiſm, (if we proceed rightly, according to the chriſti- 
© an rule, ) becauſe they are incapable. of reaſon, and faith, 
© and free determination. And this interpretation the ſame 
© apoſtle has confirmed beyond all contradiction in another 
place,” where: he oppoſes putting on the Lord Jeſus Chrift to 
© making proviſion for the fleſh, repreſenting both as ations 
© equally voluntary, and that relate to a moral character. As 
ti put on the new man is explained by being renewed in the 
® ſpirit of our mind; ſo to put en Chriſt is to take upon us the 
* chriſtian character, and to bind ourſelves, in a ſolemn en- 
gagement, to imitate the temper and life of Chriſt; as all 
did, if we may give credit to St. Paul, who were baptized 
in the firſt age of Chriſtianity, but infants cannot;poſſibly 
© do; and therefore the baptizing ſuch can be regarded in no 
bother light than that of an innovation, abſolutely unknown 
in the apoſtolical times. And indeed, if we examine the 
£ commiſſion itſelf, which our Lord gave the apoſtles to bap- 
« tize, this error of modern Chriſtianity will appear in as full 
$ and diſtin a view. The commiſſion runs thus, * ye 
of vr Do end are ers- 


on Catbolic Communion,  ' 13 
© therefore and teach all nations, baptizing them, &c. where it 
< is obvious to obſerve, that the ſtated order is, Firſt, to teach, 
and then to baptize. But I muſt only ſuggeſt hints; and 
< therefore proceed to mention ſome other texts, which unde- 
© niably prove, that the practice of the apoſtles was ſtrictly 
© conformable to the rule eſtabliſhed by their great Lord and 
8 maſter * : . * 3 

« Thus, when by St. Peter's firſt ſermon the people, who 
© heard him, were convinced of the ſin and infinite danger of 
© their unbelief and ſtubborn contempt of the goſpel, and ſaid 
to him, and to the reſt of the apoſtles, en and brethren, 
© what ſhall we do? His anſwer was, Repent, and be baptized 
© every one of you in the name of Jeſus Chrift, for the remiſſion 
* of fins. And it is afterwards added, then they that gladly 
- © received his word, were baptized. In like manner, when 
the Eunuch, upon a firm perſuaſion of the truth of Chriſti» 
© anity, deſired to be admitted to baptiſm, Philip laid before 
© him the neceſſary and unalterable condition of his receiving 
© that privilege, in theſe words, i thou believęſt with all thine 
* heart, thou mayeſt. And to ſuppoſe, that there are two 
© ſorts of qualifications for one and the ſame ordinance, when 
© no diſtinction at all is once intimated in any ſingle. paſſage 
© of the New Teftament ; nay, to imagine that the qualifica- 
© tions are equally valid, which are as different from each 
© other, as faith, and no faith; or, which amounts to the 
* ſame, as knowledge and ignorance, a voluntary profeflion 
of Chriſtianity, and the being capable of no religion at all; 
< this is not only framing an arbitrary ſcheme, but, in my 
© opinion, an abſolutely incoherent and incredible ſcheme. 
The nature and ends of baptiſm as adminiſtered to believers, 
and the nature and ends of it, if it be adminiftered to ſuch 
as cannot believe, muſt certainly be as different, as thoſe of 
© any two different ordinances, that we can poſſibly conceive 
© of, But the nature and uſes of chriſtian baptiſm are always 
_ © deſcribed in one uniform ſtrain, ſuited to the caſe of adult 
* believers only, and impoſſible by any force or ſtretch of in- 
vention, to be adapted to the ſtate of . infants. Upon the 
whole then, as it is generally acknowledged, that there is no 
© expreſs command for baptizing infants, nor a ſingle prece- 
© dent to be found in favour of it, throughout the whole New 
© Teſtament ; ſo neither is there the leaſt, moſt obſcure, in- 
s volved, and diſtant hint, that it had ever been practiſed, or 
„was in itſelf allowable. The commiſfion, the examples, 
the deſcriptions and accounts relating to baptiſm, are con- 
s fined to quite different ſubjects, and abſolutely A wi 
Fh: - 5 | © juch 
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z ſuch pretenſions. Upon what foot” then, it may be aſked, 


d can a cuſtom, of which there are no traces in the religion of 


Chriſt, and which ſeems, indeed, to be quite alien from the 


85 enius and complexion of it, as a rational and moral inſtitu- 
on 3 upon what foot, J fay, can this cuſtom be defended, 


©by ſo many upright, and, in other reſpects, judicious Chriſ⸗ 
© tians, who profeſs to take 25 goſpel for the only rule of 


Lanſwer, that our baton themſetves are not rightly and 


0 thoroughly agreed upon the fundamental principle, on which 


©to raiſe and eftabliſh their ſcheme.” Then he very judiciouſly 
examines and confutes the chief arguments that are urged for 
the ſupport of infant baptiſm, Firſt" of the | pretended Abra- 
mie covenant of grace, which, he ſays, © is a foundation 
much too weak to uphold the ſuperſtt ub ure that has been 
6 erected upon it, and 2 principle clogged with heavy and un- 
© ſurmountable dificilties.” And his ſecond eg con- 
cerning Eircumcifion concludes thus. i Vn 
So that the whole of this plea for infants 5 a heap of confu- 
© fion'and inconſiſtency; and all the warm and pathetie ex- 
c clamations, that are ſo often mixed with it, are mere diſmal 
© ſounds; that have no energy in them, ean never convince 
< the truly conſiderate and diveſted of all IN nor an- 
fe, their privi- 
as entire, and their ſtate as good, upon this pꝛinei 
© without baptiſm, as with it; as that of one half of the. Fewiſh 
c nation was without eireumciſion. Why then ſhoule” r 


© be forced, without their conſent, to undergo what is called 
the ofdifiance of baptifm, without any encouragement from, 


and againſt che plain rules and examples of, the New Teſta- 
ment? His fourth particular runs thus, 


Finally, and to ami this topic, that Eitcumeifion could 


TI; belong to the covenant of grace, or to the goſpel 


ehed to Abraham, is manifeſt, even to a demonttration, 
Ml rows what St. Paul has ſo ſtrenuoufiy aſſerted, and copiouſl 


_ © 'irgued, in his epiſtle to the Galatians ; where he refers 1 


& entirely to what, in the language of ſehool-divinity, is ſkiled 
the covenant of works, according to the ſtrict tenor of 
«which, no man could reaſonably: hope for ſalvation- V/, 
© fays © this great apoſtle, ye be circumciſed, ye become debtors to 
e the bole law, (Which law ran in this fearful, rigid ſtrain, 


 *'Curfed is every one, that continueth not in all thin as,” which 
you written in the book" of the law, 10 ds them.) 2 4 


N unto you; Chrift will profit" you nothing, yea 


fa mn from grace. By theſe, it is likely; and other 'conſi- 
| © derations 


on Catholic CM n * ot vg 


ec deihtions of a like nature, ſeveral of our ">" bre- 


thren have been ſo ſtruck and convinced, that they have 
© deſerted the old foundation, and built upon a new one}; and 
© that is, the cuſtom of baptizing proſelytes and their chilz 
© dren, in uſe, (as they ſay, ) before our Saviour's coming; 
amongſt the Fews, and which he. intended his diſciples 
* ſhould imitate. To which I ſhall only fay, that if this be 
© a good argument for infant- baptiſm, it muſt hold y 
6 ſtrong for baptizing none but proſelytes and their children; 
« Secondly, that our Lord, by inſtituting- baptiſm only for 
« diſciples inſtructed and believing, has plainly diſcovered; 
s that he intended different ſubjects of /baptiſm from thoſe, | 
< which this argument pretends the Fes admitted. And, 
© Thirdly, that there is no grqund in biſtory for ſuppoſing; 
© that the Jetus had any ſuch eſtabliſhed cuſtom in the ancient 
© times here ſuppoſed. The Old Teftament is abſolutely f1- 
< lent about it; ſo is the Apocrypha, ſo. is the New Tefta> 
ment, ſo are Foſephus and Philo, grave and credible hiſto- 
< rians, who profeſſedly treat of the antiquities and ceremo- 
© nies of the Fews. Joſephus, in relating two caſes of proſe- 
| © ſytiſm, mentions circumciſion only, and gives not the leaſt 
< intimation about a baptiſm. The moſt early chriſtian wri- 
© ters appear to have bad no knowledge of it. St. Paul, far'# 
< prelude to chriſtian baptiſm, fixes on the Iſraelitts being 
© baptized in the cloud, and in the fea,” inftead of hinting at 
© this: Fewi/h baptiſm; which, if it was really the model of 
< that appointed by Chriſt, he had the faireſt opportunity in 
< the world of introducing ſome account of, and could ſcarce 
© have failed to introduce. Upon what ground then, it may 
© be aſked, have learned men advanced and propagated a;no- 
© tion, that ſeems ſo little credible I anſwer, upon the bare 
authority of Talmudical books; not compoſed till about 
three hundred years after Chriſt; and ſtuffed with blaſphe- 
mies, full of ſtupid infatuation and wild romance, and up- 
on whoſe credit, if it was not invalidated by what has been 
already offered, no man, who wiſhes not to be impoſed up- 
on, would ever rely. And are theſe principles, from which 
© to deduce duties of religion, on which to found poſitive in- 
Iſtitutions of God? If Fetiſh legends are to be the ground 
work of chriſtian duties, the whole face of the Golpeh may 
Lin time be ſo mangled, and disfigured; as to bear nothing 
© at all of the aſpect of primitive and unadulterate Chriftiani- 


© ty.* After all this he proves the . we IN” | 
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16 ÞAn Examination of Dr. Foſter's Sermon 
8 1 the whole, ſince there is ſo great reaſon to believe, 
© that the ordinance of baptiſm is of authority and force in all 
< ages, and with reſpect to all Chriſtians; let us honour God, 
by readily ſubmitting to this law, which he hath preſcribed. 
And to thoſe, in particular, who are fully convinced of 
0 their duty, but have hitherto failed in this part of their obe- 
< dience, beg leave to addreſs myſelf in the words of Ananias 
to Saul, with which I ſhall conclude this diſcourſe. And 
© now why tarrieft thou? Ariſe, and be baptized, and [fincere- 


e waſh away thy fins, colling on the name of the 


T beſe paſſages clearly ſhew, how mean and contemptible the 
Doctor thinks all the pleas are, which our Pædobaptiſts make 


| uſe of for the ſupport of their practice: and that he looks upon 


it as a thing directly contrary to, and utterly inconſiſtent with 
the Goſpel accounts of the ſacred inſtitution of baptiſm, which 
I wiſh my readers may bare in mind, whilſt they review in 
this examination, each paragraph of his ſermon on Catholic 


Communion. He proceeds to the three heads of his diſcourſe | 
: as . bt 


© In oppoſition to ſuch narrow eight it is my 4 
6 Fay from theſe words of St. Paul, to recommend the great 


duty of extenſive chriſtian charity, and catholic communion ; 5 


© a ſubject, which the condition of the chriſtian church has, in 
© every age, rendered ſeaſonable, and which is, withal, of 


s © the utmoſt importance. For if all chriſtians could be per- 


< ſwaded, to conſider themſelves as members of the ſame ſo- 
« ciety, intitled to the ſame privileges, and having the ſame 
< hope of their calling ; it muſt, of courſe, promote mutual 
c efteem, concord, and harmony, and make them regard one 
6 another, according to their real merit: by which means, 
< impolitions on conſcience, violent controverſies, unſcriptu- 
< ral terms of communion, ſchiſms, perſecutions, Cc, (which 


© have been of fatal conſequence to religion, and civil ſo- 
iety) would be intirely prevented. I ſhall reduce, what 1 


<7 bave to offer, to the three following heads. 


« Firft, that all, who truly belong to the body of Cbri 5. 
© have a right to the privilege of br tian communion. N , 
6 therefore, | ee A 

< Secondly, that nothing ſhould be required; in onder ido? 
© communion, but what is abſolutely r er to mae 
© man a chriſtian, And 

In the Third place, that this univerſal brothierly: commu: 


8 nion of * good ebriſtians, notwithſtanding lefler dilterences, 


75 2 * 
% 
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© as it beſt anſwers the end of the Inſtitution of the holy ſup- 


* per, is, alſo, the moſt effectual way to advance the hongur, 
and intereſt of true Chriſtianity.” BE htc! 


Theſe three Heads will be conſidered in their proper places 
with the propoſed proofs of them: but to the above para» 
F . 
How laudable ſaeves it may be in any man, to recommend 
the great duty of extenſive chriſtian charity and catholic cam. 
anunion ;, yet, in every attempt of that kind, we ought all 
to be extremely careful, that we do no injury to the chriſtian 
E cauſe, but on the contrary, fridly and inflexibly adbere to 
that which is honeſt, and may appear conſonant to the ward 
of truth, which is our rule, and muſt not be departed 
from for the: ſake of indulging any in their ſuperſtitious 
errors, or in their wilful negle& of that inſtitution of 
Chriſt, which alone can give them a right and title 
to chtiſtian communion. The Church therefore | inflexibly 
adhering to Chriſt's own words, John iii. 3—5. that 
Except a man be born f water, and of the-ſpirit, be cannot 
enter into the kingdam of God, as the church of Chriſt is fre- 
_ quently ſtiled in ſcripture; mult not be thought narrow an hor 
principles, or deemed to lay any impaſitian upon Canſcience, 
or with the leaſt truth or juſtice be thought to require un- 
ſcriptural terms of communion. On the contrary, what the 
Doctor recommends may properly be called unſcriptural : for 
to make the Lord's Supper common to all, by;admittingany:of- 
the unbaptiaed to communicate, is truly ſo. But there feems ta 
be no terms f communian at all in the Doctor's neœẽC Scheme. 
14 That I have here given the juſt and true ſenſe of our Sa- 
viour's words, John iii. 3. 5. is, I think, Fung beyond 
contradiction, in the firſt Letter at the end o f * 
on the ſeveral anſwers to the Pamphlet inticed Chriſtiana | 
not founded upon Argument. To that therefore I refer all 
my readers, Who have the leaſt daubt in their minds about it. 
But farther, on this ſubject, I ſhall here tranſcribe. the laſt 
letter / there printed; Which, I apprehend, is directly to he 
point in hand. And indeed from the practice and writiggs 
of the, holy Apoſtles, of the primitive chriſtians, and theie 
ſucceſſors down tothe ꝓreſent times, it is undeniably certain 3 
that baptiſm was always thaught the: initiating ordinance, or 
way of entrance . 6 church; that, which gave 


u right to chriſtian, communion, and entitled a believer to 


; _ 3 fellowſhip. - The letter is as 
Iollows: | 


Mn Reverend 
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* Reverend Sir, 


H E conceit, which you mentioned to me in our 
1 laſt converſation, as the opinion of the Rev. Mr. J. T. 
that all perſons become members of the church of Chriſt, as 


ſoon as they believe in Chriſt, or are perſuaded in their minds, 


that the chriſtian revelation is from God; tho they never were 
obedient to any inſtitution of Chriſt, hath ſomething in it ſo 
very wild and romantic, that, upon this ſuppoſition, bap- 
tiſm would ſoon be laid afide ; and it muſt be impoſſible for 
the church of Chriſt to maintain any order or diſcipline, or 
indeed to know who are, or who are not related to them, 
in the goſpel of Chriſt. For, if there is no initiatory rite to 


be obſerved, whereby believers are to be conſtituted members 


of his viſible church, can they be at all accountable to any 


church for their converſation? Or is it poſſible, even for 
groſs immoralities, to caſt thoſe out of the church, who have 


never been received into it by any rite ? At this rate, tho' a 
man walks ever fo diſorderly, yet if he ſays he believes the 


"Chriſtian inſtitution, he may ſtill think himſelf a member of 
"the viſible church of Chriſt, whether others will own him, 
or not, and who then can pretend to ſay he is not? This 
notion therefore, as it gives ſome encouragement ta licenti- 
-ouſneſs, it ſeems alſo to be an inlet to diſorder and confu- 
ſion, and would render it almoſt impoſſible to deſcribe, what 
a viſible church of Chriſt is. | | 


£2 4 But as we were both agreed, that bap ſm is an introducrory | 


ordinance, I thought my arguments from John iii. 5. ſuffi - 


cient to take off the force of your objection. Nor did I ima- 
© gine, that by your giving up the very foundation of your own 
objection, I ſhould have any further occaſion to ſhew, that 
baptiſm is the initiating ordinance, by which believers are 
to be taken into the church of Chriſt : but that it is ſo, I 
think, is evident enough from the following ſcriptures, 
Act ii. 41. Then they that.gladly received his word, were 
baptized and the ſame day there were added unto them, 


[the church conſiſting of an hundred and twenty men and 


women] about three thouſand ſouls. Is it not the plain, obvious 


ſenſe of this place, that thoſe three thouſand believers, who 


'gladly received the goſpel preached by St. Petor, were there- 
upon initiated into the church by baptiſm; and being by this 
ordinance conſtituted members of the church of Chriſt, were 

admitted to all the privileges and beneſits of the ſame ? For 


on Catholic Communion.  ' 19 
it is ſaid, ver. 42. They continue fledfaſtly in the apoſtles doc- 
trine and fellowſhip, and in breaking of bread, and in prayers, © 
After which we read, that the Lord wrought fo powerfully 
upon the hearts of the people, by the wonders and figns—done 
by the apoſtles, and by their daily preaching in the temple, 
that there were added to the church daily ſuch as ſhould be ſaved. 
ver. 43, 47. And how this was done, we are fully informed 
in the 41ſt verſe, as hath been obſerved. _\, \. 25 
We have alſo a like expreſſion with this, 4s v. 14. And 
believers were the more added to the Lord, [or to the church, 
which is his body] multitudes both of men and women, I ob- 
ſerve here, that thoſe perſons were believers, before they were 
added to the church; and becauſe they were believers, ſome- 
thing was done, whereby they were added to the Lord. And 
that this was baptiſm. is ſufficiently plain, from Adds ii. 38, 
41. But if a bare believing in Chriſt, or a declaration, 1 
they believed the chriſtian religion was from God, added them 
to his viſible church; or was ſufficient of itſelf to conſtitute 
them members thereof, without their being baptized, St. 
Luke would hardly have expreſſed himſelf in ſuch terms, as 
plainly ſhew, that believing, and being added to the church, 
were two diſtinct things; ſo that the former was only a qua- 
lification for the latter. The context in this place like- 
wiſe plainly ſhews, according to Grotius and Beza, as 


Dr. Whitby obſerves, that there were many believers, who n 


magnified” the apoſtles, but: durſt not join themſelves to, or 
a ene with them as members, becauſe they —— not yet of 
the church. _ 7 e 
I mentioned to you what the apoſtle ſays, Rom. vi. 5. of 
Chriſtians in his time being planted together in the likeneſs of. 
Chriff's death; thereby alluding to baptiſm, as the way by 
which they were conſtituted members of his viſible church. 
Nor can any thing leſs be underſtood by their being baptized 
into Feſus Chrift, ver. 3. or into the church, which is his 
body. But a word to the wiſe is ſufficient; and there- 
fore I will only add, that the remarkable paſſage of the ſame 
apoſtle, which informs us, that the way, by which a be- 
liever puts on Chriſt, or takes upon him the profeſſion of 
his religion, is by being BayTIiZzED INTO CHRIST. For 
ye are all the children of God by faith in Chriſt Feſus, _ For 
as many of you as have been baptized into Chriſt, have put on © 
_ Chrift, Gal. iii. 26, 27. And I can aſſure. you, it would 
be the greateſt rejoicing to me, and many other members of 
the true viſible church of Chriſt, to ſee or hear this of you; 
but it would be more N to your on joy and em- 


fort 
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fort, which that you may experience, as the Eunuch did, 
Ads vil, 35. is the fervent Fer _ OO” 


Deir 97K. Ye. 


— 


But 0 return to Dr. Pay pibagragh, 

If the churches ſtedfaſtneſs to the truth, ane ;nflitutions of - 
Chriſt, by refuſing the Communion to 27 — Perſons 
ſhould; through the prejudices, Jelfifhrieſs br pride M others, 
bring upon her violent controver ſies, ſc biſens, — perſecutions 
from them, ſuch trials may purge her members, and increaſe 

their future glory : but the evil will lie wholly upon thoſe, 
who though, they profeſs to believe in Chriſt, Jar” refuſe to 
pay him t t honour, and yield that obedience to his inſtitu- 
tions, bb ſhe herſelf is careful to _— 3 though ſhe 
_Taffer- reproach and deriſion, or even worſe perfecutions from 
them for it, For as the great apoſtle St. Paul ſays, tbr can, 
that is we bdöght not, or cannot lawfully, Zo'any thing againſt 
the truth but for the truth. And as he has "denounced the 
moſt ſevere” aniztbema againſt every man, cho preaches any 
other Hoftrine, or perverts the goſpel, which he himſe -4 
once preathed to the Churches, Gal. i. 6. 7—12: ſo Dr. 

us welFas others, ſhould be afraid to ſer up 2 own reaſon- 
tog i oppolition tot. | 


| «TV. The fiſt thing, fays the Dear, that 1 propoſed 
© to prove, was, that * truly belong to the body of 

« Chrift, have a right to the privilege of chriſtian commu- 
< nion. Ibis is plainly implied in theſe words ' of the 
© Apoſtle: For we, being many, are one bread, and one 
body); for we are all partakers of that one bread=—The ob- 
* ied tg of which paſſage is, that one great defign of 
a this ſocial branch of chriſtian worſhip, eating 
5 drinking wine together, in remembrance of 
dy as our Saviour, was to be a publick evidence and 
mohy, that we belong do his fpiritiral'body ; and that 

4 none a t to be debared from partakin of that ordi- 
c fiance, Wbem this character juſtly belongs. For if all, 
bo in this holy comrhitnion, tre thereby declared to 
be ritetnbers of the öne body of Chfiſt, we naturally infer 
from hence, that no other Fangen is neceffary, than 
hst they teally belong to his body; that we, in effect, 
deny this of alt without exception, Wi we take upon us 
0 xl from chriſtian commumon; and chat ſuch ex- 
Lehen kan, on bo other — juſt, * — 
ing 


of 
y 
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© being the plain doctrine of St. Paul, we ſhall be much 
« ſafer in acting agreeably to it; than we can be, if We pro- 
ceed on precarious and conjectural concluſions of dur own, 
not warranted, and ſupported by the New Teſtament.“ 


* 


This firſt head is readily allowed, That all, whoi truely be- 
ling to the body of Chriſt, have a right to the progiloge of 
chriſtian communion. But it cannot follow from hence, that 
fuch, as only erroniouſſy practice ſomething elſe inſtead of 
what Chriſt appointed, for the conſtituting believers members 
of his church, and ſo pretend from thence to be of: Chriſt's 
body, have the ſame right to the privilege of Chriſtian com- 


munion. Chriſt himſelf has excluded all ſuch, Jahn zii. 5. 


where he moſt ſolemnly affirms, that, Except ia: man be lern 
F water and of the ſpirit he cannot enter into his church; and 
has moreover declared, Luke vi. 46. John xv. 14: that he 
approves none as his true diſciples, who do not the. things which 
he ſays; and has plainly: fignified,: that he will not look upon 
any as ſuch, who have not a refþed? unto all bis commandments. 
See alſo John xiv. 23, 24. And as Baptiſm; is tbat high 
command of his, that outward and viſible act, which enti- 


tles to the privileges of his Church, and which/obliges all bis 


true diſciples to obſerve and do whatever elſe he then gave in 
charge to his Apoſtles; ſo the Lord's Supper is an of thoſe 
commands; the ſtanding ordinance of his church, to be 
obſerved or partaken of by none, but Diſciples firſt baptized 
upon proſeſſion of repentance and faith. For Chriſt in the 
latter part of the commiſſion, Matt. xxviii. 20, ſeems to haue 
ſuch perſons particularly in his view; and therefore the Word 

teach in the preceding verſe means only to publiſn, or preach, 


among all nations of men, the glad tidings of peace and ſalva- 


tion by the goſpel of Chriſt, unto all thoſe who: believe, and 
then put on Chriſt, or make a publick profeſſion that they 
receive and own him for their Lord, by being baptized..into 
Chriſt; and ſo becoming members of his body or church, 
in his own appointed way, and thereby, obliging themſelves 
to keep all his other commands, or in the words of the learn- 
ed Dr. Whitby, To preach the goſpel to all natiom, nd to 
engage them to believe it, in ordor to the profeſſion of that:faith 
- by baptiſm. And the ſubſequent words of the commiſſion, 
teaching them to obſerve all things whatſcever 1 hau command - 


| 8 - u, are plainly limited and reſtrained to them only, who 


ne obedient to Chriſt, b peing baptized into him, upon 


"their believing the firſt teachings: und therefore in all zuſt and 
air reaſoning, -overy-unbaptized perſon is clearly and plain 


excluded 


— — — — 
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excluded from, and prohibited partaking of the Lord's Sup- 
per by Chriſt himſelf. But all others are ſo far from being 
debarred, that they are hereby commanded to partake of it, 
as they juftly, truly, and really belong to his myſtical body. 
And that none can have a juſt, true, or real claim to that 
ſpiritual relation, without being baptized into him, in his 
own appointed way, has been clearly proved. This then bei 
the plain doctrine of Chriſt and his Apoſtles, we Hall be _ 
ſafer in acting agreeably to it, by refuſing to admit unbap- 
tized perſons to communion, without the leaſt authority from 
them, than we can poſſibly be, if we proceed on precarious and 
-conjeftural concluſions of our own, not warranted and ſupported 
by the New Teflament : for ſuch are all the Doctor's pleas for 5 
| yr 120-77 rac 3 PA 8 | 
Moreover ys that one great deſign of appointing this 
' focial branch of chriflian worſhip, eating 2255 mw drinking 
wine together, in remembrance of Chriſt as our Saviour, was 
1 le a public evidende and teflimony, that we belong to bis 
. ſpirinual body. And therefore it is not that act, which brings 
us into ſuchSpiritual relation with him; becauſe, as the Doctor 
ſays, it is a public evidence and teſtimony, that iue belong 10 his 
: ſprritual body, or have been conſtituted members thereof by 15 
the proper rite, which Chriſt himſelf appointed for that end. 1 
For which reaſon the Doctor's ſcheme is without rule or order: 
he having given us none, whereby we are to know how or 
' which way it is, that profeſſors belong to Chriſt's ſpiritual 
: body ; there being no other appointed for: conſtituting them 
members thereof. And the word many in his text moſt pro- 
perly means, that the many members of the ſame Church 
are ane bread, and one body; as they are all partakers of one 
and the ſame bread, and incorporated into one ſociety : and 
not abſurdly, that many different Sects, and contrary par- 
ties of Chriſtians, who never communed together are one 
bread and one body; for the text as plainly declares the many 
Perſons there underſtood to be as much one. bread by their 
3 partaking of the ſame. Lump, as one body by their being bap- 
tized into Chriſt; and ſo conſtituted one Society or Church in 
the ſame way. Nor was there in the Apoſtles times any ſuch 
contrary parties of Pœdo · baptiſts, as now exiſt, but the whole 
body of Chriſtians were then eſteemed one ſect. Acts xxiy. 
5. The Doctor proceeds Den e ty! 


1 : #2 #3 3% 
; * +4 


| V. And to render the interpretation, which I have given, 
- © more (probable, let it be conſidered, that it is very much 
confirmed by the reaſon of the thing itſelf; which, in 


LY 


on Catholic Communion, 223 
| © every view of it, pleads ſtrongly for thus enlarging the 
foundation, on Which Chriſtian ſocieties are to be formed, 

© and diſclaims all more reſtrained and private views. For 
© all, who are true members of Chriſt's body, the church, 
© will, without doubt, be allowed to be under indiſpenſable 
© obligations, to obey every expreſs command of Chriſt, 
© which they acknowledge as ſuch ; notwithſtanding the er- 
© ror of their judgement, even in points of conſequence : 
Or, elſe, we muſt ſuppoſe, that an involuntary miſtake, in 
< ſome inſtances, will be admitted as a plea for wilful diſ- 
© obedience, or hinder our ſerving God acceptably, in others 
18 Neither of which can, I think, be aſſerted, without en- 
© tertaining very unworthy notions of the wiſdom and good- 
© neſs of the ſupreme governor of men, and undermining the 
© foundation of all religious obedience. And if, as is the 
* caſe upon the chriſtian ſcheme, there are but two poſitive 
< inſtitutions, BOTH OF WHICH ARE INTENDED AND 
© ADAPTED TO CHERISH GOOD PURPOSES, AND 
* PROMOTE A VIRTVUoOuUs. LITE; he, who by wr 
< ſentiments conſiſtent with general integrity, is deprived of 
\ s the uſeful influence of the one, has, in reaſon, the more 
need of the aſſiſtance of the other, to ſtrengthen right dif- 
© poſitions in his mind, and carry his habits of piety to a 
higher degree of perfection. 


And to render the interpretation, which I have given of the 
 DoQtor's text in the begining, or elſewhere, ſtill more weigh- 
ty, let it be conſidered, that it is very much confirmed by the 
reaſon of the thing itſelf; which in every view of it, | 
" firongly for thus keeping inviolable the foundation,” on which. 
 chriftian ſocieties are to be formed, and which diſclaims all li- 
_ centious liberty and private views, - For all, who are true 
members of Chriſt's body, the church, were, at their baptiſm, 
laid under indiſpenſable obligations to obey every ler yon 
mand of Cbriſt: whoſe commands no perſon in the world 
can be under ſo high and ftrong obligation to perform, till 
they have entered into Covenant, and been baptized into 
Chriſt upon profeſſion of repentance and faith in his own ap- 
pointed way. Nor can the error of any man's judgment, or 
an inuoluntary mſtake in any inſtance, be admitted as a plea for 
wilful diſobedience to the divine will, iN ANY THING. And 
hefe let me aſk Dr. F. Whether he believes there are any 
Pcedo- baptiſts in England, who have made religion and the 
will of Chriſt their careful fludy, for I preſume he would be 
aſhamed to plead for the churches receiving any other to 


+ | 
* 
5 
© 
Is 
* 
[ 
" 
1 
1 
Te 
4 
: 
337 
* ” 
in 
411 
9 * , 
. 
1 
1 
11 
” 
8 
* 
8} 
x: 
. 
41 
I „ 
L I 
1 
1 
1 
« * 3 
1 
if 
1 
1 
4 
1 
L 
£S 


2295 * My Remarks, p. 91, 


— 


24 An Examinationof Dr. Foſter's Sermon 


communion ; I ſay, whether he thinks there are any ſuch, who 
never. heard that there are Chriſtians, ' who dip only the 
adult believer, when they receive members into Chriſt's 
church; and who diſſent from them, becauſe they believe 
that their practice of Infant Sprinkling is not of God; and is 
ſo far from having foundation in the Goſpel of Chriſt, that 
it is only a mere human tradition, the corrupt invention of 
men. And is not this of itſelf ſufficient to put a perſon of 
integrity upon a fair and candid examination? And more- 
over, does he not know, that many, if not moſt of thoſe, he 
is fo fond of letting into the Church, and for whoſe ſake 
he is endeavoring to ruin and deſtroy the barrier, which 
Chriſt himſelf eſtabliſhed, as has already been ſhewn ; I ſay, 
does he not know, that they are ſomewhat acquainted with 
the controverſy between us; but inſtead of receiving the truth 
in che. love of it, do they not make uſe of the moſt weak and 
trifling Objections and ꝓretenſes, to excuſe themſelves from 
obeꝝ ing: Chriſt in Baptiſm ? So weak and trifling are the pleas 

made uſe of, that the Doctor himſelf accounts them *, no other 
than A heap of confuſion and inconſiflency; . . mere diſmal ſounds 
that baue no energy in them, can neuer convince the truly con- 
© fiderate an diueſted of all prejudice, nor anſwer any valuable 
© purpoſe.” And beſides all this, do they not own, that 
ours was the practice of Chriſt and his Apoſtles, and only 


pretend. upon ſuch weak and trifling pleas, that Infant ſprink- 
ling till de as cbeil; which is no leſs than ſaying, that the cor- 
rupt inventions of men and their own: groſs Superflition, as the 


Doctor calls it, will do as well, as the divine appointment and 
command of the Infinitely wiſe Jehovah? Upon the whole 


therefore, whatever the or may think of them, under 
the many and frequent opportunities they have of conviction, 


by knowing our practice; or by hat blaſs it is, that the pre- 
zudices of education preyail over them; whatever is the rea- 

fon that they do not ſee their error, or however ſincere they 
may be; yet the church muſt no more depart from the rules 


preſeribed in the Goſpel, for receiving members into ber com- 
munion, than judge thoſe, Who do not comply with them. 


Theſe things maſt be left to that day, when the ſecrets of all 
Hearts ſhall be revealed, and-all. acts of religion in thoſe, who 
iP! 8 0 believe zin Chrift, i ſnall be judged by his own 


words, Jom xi. 47. 48. 


- But has not the Doctor himſelf in the Sermon referred 


to; which was, preached! at Barbican before a multitude of 
-heacccs, among whom were ſrveral Pozdo+ baptiſt »miniſters, 
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upon occaſion of baptizing two perſons, I ſay, has not the Doc- 
tor therein cenſured the error of Pœdo- baptiſm, and every al- 
teration in God's poſitive inſtitutions, as ſeverely as any man 
can do, and in terms as ſtrong ? And how then can he plead for 
the right of ſuch perſons to the privilege of the Chriſtian com- 
munion without the greateſt inconſiſtency ? Or can he think 
ſuch groſs ſuperſtitious corrupters of God's inſtitution com- 
municating with his church, can be at all. acceptable, or 
rather that it is not ſinful in his ſight, highly diſpleaſing to him, 
hurtful to his people, and injurious to the cauſe and intereſt 
of truth, and to all religion, whilſt they refuſe to be baptiz- 
ed, as he has appointed? And for Dr, F. to plead otherwiſe 
is, I think, entertaining very unworthy notions of the wiſdom 
and goodneſs of the ſupreme governor of men, and undermining 
the foundation of all religious obedience, which is an impartial, 
unreſtrained and uniform obedience to every part of his re- 
vealed will, And as he here ſays, There are but two poſitive 
inſtitutions, both of which are intended and adapted to cheriſh 
good purpoſes, and promote a virtuous life; then conſequently 
he who refuſes a perſonal obedience to Chriſt in the one, can- 


not be worthy of partaking with his church in the other. 


And if they are in other reſpects ever fo worthy, they can 
have no right to the Lord's ſupper, whilſt they remain un- 
baptized 3 nor has the church any right to admit them to 


the holy communion. She dares not go to Rome for autho- 


. Tity, and ſhe can have no authority to admit them from Dr. 
F*'s. new and groundleſs conceit; which inſtead of /trengthen- 
ing right diſpoſitions in the mind, and carrying habits of piety 
1% 4 higher degree of perfection, as he pretends, would moſt 
naturally tend to root out all regard for inſtituted worſhip 
and ſupernatural revelation, to the diſhonour of God and 
Chriſt the great and moſt worthy authors of them. We ought 
therefore to keep inviolable wt” rg on which thri ſtian 
ſocieties are to be formed, as Chriſt himſelf has laid it, for 
like the words of the Apocalypſe, I apprehend it can neither 
be enlarged nor reſtrained, extended or retrenched by an 
perſons without the greateft hazard, Rev. xxii. 18. 19. Gal, 
4, 6, 7, 8, 9. 73 8 | | we 


VI. Again, who ever belongs to the body of Chriſt, has | 
© an. intereſt in him as his Saviour; and therefore, however 
* erroneous in other reſpects, may, as to his habitual frame 


and temper, be fit to commemorate his dying love, and 


© the wonderful goodneſs of God the Father of all (the ori- 
© ginal contriver and author 7 the redemption of mankind) 


with 
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< with joy and gratitude. Upon which account, it muſt be 
© abſolutely unreaſonable, to hinder perſons of this character 
© from joyning in the ſolemnity, (which was inſtituted on 
< purpole to perpetuate this thankful commemoration)- with- 
out an expreſs and particular injunction of the Chriſtian 
r | 
Mboever, as Dr. F. has before worded it, juſtly, truely and 
really belong ta the body of Chrift, have an intereſt in him as their 
Saviour, becauſe they have, as he appointed, been baptized 
into him, and thereby put on Chriſt, and become members 
of his body ; fo that it mu be abſolutely unreaſonable to hinder 
perſons of this character from joyning in the. ſolemnity, which + 
was inſtituted on purpoſe io perpetuate in the Church a thank- 
ul commemoration of Chriſt's dying love; if the lives and 
_ converſations, of ſuch perſons be as becomes the goſpel of 
Chrift, however erroneous, in other reſpetis, they may happen 
to be. I ſay with him, it muſt be abſolutely unreaſonable to 
hinder them from commemorating the dying love of Chriſt, 
and the wonderful goodneſs of God the Father of all (the ori- 
ginal contriver and author of the redemption of mankind) with 
jay and gratitude. But that any perſons in the world are 
1 120% truely and really, that is to ſay, properly members of his 
body, who have never been baptized into him, as he has ap- 
pointed his members to be, can never be proved. Inſtead of 
doing this, the Doctor only takes it for granted, that unbap- 
tized perſons, who are of an habitual good frame and temper, 
may be allowed to be members of Chriſt's body, becauſe he 
would have us admit them to our communion ; which I pre- 
ſume is more than many Pzdo-baptiſts defire, unleſs it be to 
juſtify their gro/s ſuperſtition in ſprinkling Infants, and fo 
excuſe their refuſing ſubjection to Chriſt in baptiſm. Tho' 
indeed the Doctor no where ſufficiently and clearly ex- 
plains himſelf, whom he means by thoſe, who belong to the body 
of Cbriſt. It he means ſuch, as believe in Chriſt, but have never 
een baptized, nor had any thing adminiſtred to them in- 


"ſtead of baptiſm, this is contrary both to ſcripture and anti- 


quity; for ſuch have not put on Chriſt in any way, and 
therefore cannot belong to. his body, as I have before proved, 
p. 17-20. And, If he means ſuch, as have received what 


they call baptiſm, but is not truly ſo, their frame and cha- 


racter, be it ever ſo good, is no rule to the church; for ſhe 
in the admiſſion of members muſt ſtrictly keep, and inflexibly 
-adhere to the word of God, which is her ®, acknowledged 
rule, and therefore ſhe cannot give up Chriſt's own NG 50% 
ä | from 
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from a charitable opinion towards them. Nor can it be law- 


ful for the Church to receive any perſons into her commu- 


nion, who refuſe obedience to Chriſt in Baptiſm, which is 
his own appointed way of entrance into his Church, unleſs 
the chriſtian Law-giver had declared what qualifications ſhould 


be ſufficient without ſuch obedience, and had given us an en. 


preſs and particular injunction to receive them into the com- 


munion and fellowſhip of his church: Which I preſume. 
would have been a repealing and annulling his commiſſion to 


Baptize all nations in the name of tbe Father, and of the Son, 
and of the Holy Ghoſt, to all intents and purpoſes. And 
therefore tho the Church is fully juſtified in refuſing to 
admit, yet ſhe muſt be abſolutely inexcuſable, if ſhe com- 
ply with what he has no where commanded. For if the 


Scriptures are to the Church a perfect rule for faith, 


worſhip and practice, then whatſoever is not therein war- 
ranted by ſome command or example recorded, is thereby 


plainly and clearly enough forbidden to be done by her. 88 


that what Dr. F. has here urged amounts to no more than a 
mere begging the queſtion in difpute, and is what neither 
ſcripture nor reaſon will in any wiſe juſtify. 5 


And as there is nothing in the Doctor's diſcourſe, which 


tends to encourage Pzdo-baptiſts or others to obey our Lord 
Jeſus in that ſolemn inſtitution of baptiſm, -which he, in the 
name of God, and as inveſted with his ſupreme authority, has 
injoined upon all who believe in him, and profeſs to be his 
diſciples and followers ; but a great deal which rather tends to 
hinder and prevent ſuch obedience: And as there is nothing 
to induce any perſons to leave the Pzdo-baptiſt communion, 
to join in that of the Baptifts, or true chriſtian church, if we 
were willing to admit them, unleſs it be, as J before hinted, 
for us to ful | 
fants, and to excuſe their refuſing ſubjection to Chriſt in 
baptiſm : So his ſermon rather tends, and is better calculated, 
to ſeduce truly baptized chriſtians to follow the miniſtry, 
and join the communion of thoſe, who make void this com- 


ify their unſeriptural practice in ſprinkling in- 


mandment of God by the traditions of men. And thus b7 


leaving their own proper aſſemblies, into which they were 
' baptized, and forſaking their own chriſtian communion, 


lead them into the heinous fin of apoſtaſy, and at laſt put 
an entire end to the pure and uncorrupted churches of Chriſt; 
and cauſe the very name of them to ceaſe, to the unſpeakable 


grief of our pious Miniſters and all others, who love the truth 
and inſtitutions of Chriſt our only Lord and Maſter in fin- 
Cerity. This is the natural e and moſt likely in my 
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opinion to be the effect and conſequence of the Doctor's diſ- 
courſe on Catholic communion, if what he there argues to 
promote our receiving unbaptized perſons to our communion 
de at all regarded, or admitted by us for truth. And what 
thanks or reward he can expect for it, or what comfort he ca 
take in the reflection, I am not able to conceive. 


VII. Finally, as all the real members, of the body of 


< Chriſt, are entitled to the tranſcendent and glorious privi- 
© leges of the kingdom of heaven hereafter ; can it be ima- 


'© pined, that they are unfit to partake of lower and more 
_ © imperfe& privileges? Or can we be excuſed in denying 


them the proper means, to aſſiſt and compleat their prepa- 
ration for the heavenly felicity? Can we queſtion their 
right to commemorate his amazing condeſcenſion, and pre- 
ſent ſtate of exaltation and glory, who dyed for their ſins, 
in common with thoſe of other ſincere Chriſtians; who 
roſe again for their juſtification ; and is gone to provide 
manſions for them in his Father's houſe ? The contrary 
conduct, let us examine the matter in every light, will [ 
am perſuaded, be found to be much more becoming ; 
viz. that by allowing them the privilege of chriſtian com- 
munion, we treat them as brethren z not as ſtrangers and 
foreigners, but fellow citizens with the ſaints and of the 
houſhold of God, 


What I remarked of Dr. F. begging the queſtion in 


my examination of the foregoing is alſo plainly the caſe of 
this paragraph, which finally concludes his firſt head. Here 


are many queſtions put, which are nothing to the purpoſe, 
till he proves, that the church has power to revoke, or at 


leaſt to diſpenſe with the commands of Chriſt, or till he can 
prove from ſcripture, that unbaptized perſons, are really, 


juſtly, and truely, members of Chriſt's body, and may be 
lawfully: received by the church to the privilege of chriſtian 


communion. For though we allow, that many of the un- 
baptized may be partakers of the tranſcendent and glorious pri- 

. vileges the kingdom of heaven hereafter, yet that is what 
the church has nothing to do with here: for the particular 

. perſons, who ſhall be ſo ſhe is utterly unable to know, nor is 
it her province, for God only can diſcern the thoughts 
and intents of the heart, and he will treat every man accord- 

- ingly. -But it is the Church's duty to keep cloſe to the rule, 
which Chriſt has left them; and thoſe perſons, who will not 

- conform to that rule, muſt be left by the church ro the unco- 


venanted 
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venanted mercies of Ged, language which many diſſenting 
Pzdo-baptiſts have been very fond of. And whilſt the church 
does this, ſhe only acts, as becomes her, to maintain this in- 
ſtitution of the Goſpel, and ſecure the ſalvation of her mem- 
bers, which to every one may be greatly endangered by ſa- 
crificing, betraying or giving up what they know to be 

— Chriſt's ordinance, in complaiſance to any perſons, under the 

_ falſe notion of charity: which I am fully perſuaded muſt ne- 

ceſſarily center in an utter diſregard to that inſtitution of 

God, if not of chriſtianity in general, ſhould the church once 

allow unbaptized perſons the privilege of chriſtian commu- 

nion with her, and in that way treat them as fellow citizens 

with the ſaints, and of the houſhald of Faith. The contrary 

conduct, therefore, let us examine the matter in every light, 

will, I am perſuaded, be found to be much more becoming the 

true church to continue in, as it will beſt demonſtrate that 

duty and faithfulneſs, which ſhe owes to God, ſecure the 
truth, and maintain the honour of Chriſt and his Laws. - 


| VIII. The ſecond propoſition naturally ariſing from the 
© Text, which I (ſays the Doctor) propoſed to explain and 
illuſtrate, is this—that nothing ſhould be required in order 
to communion, but what is abſolutely neceſſary to deno- 
minate a man a Chriſtian. For if all, who belong to the 
body of Chriſt, have a right to chriſtian communion ; no- 
thing ought to be inſiſted on in order to communion, but 
what is an eſſential and indiſpenſible part of true chriftia- 
nity, Was it indeed a communion of particular ſects, (I 
ſuppoſe the Doctor means of any particular ſe, and not the 
communion of all the particular ſeats of Chriſtians together, 
as his words here moſt plainly ſignify, tho' very inconſiſtent- 
ly; for how then ſhould each of their diſcriminating ſenti- 
ments, and cuſtoms, be the proper qualification for ſuch 
communion, which indeed is the very communion: that he 
deſigned by this Sermon to promote, and has recommended, 
for is there any diſcriminating ſentiments and ' cuſtoms in 
which all ſects agree.) Was it indeed, ſays the Doctor, a 
_ © communion of particular ſeas, their diſcriminating ſenti- 
ments, and cuſtoms, would be the proper qualification: 
But the thing, which St. Paul ſpeaks of, is the commu- 
* nion of Chriſtians; and, therefore, whatever determines 
© the chriſtian character, muſt alſo determine the right to 
this communion, —And what is this? Is it to eſpouſe the 
principles of any ſociety, or denomination, of Chriſtians ? 
: it to form a juſt idea of every part of the * 5 
be | | + © tion? 
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tion? Nothing of this kind can be maintained, without 


« cutting of, the far greater part of the world, from all hope = 


© of ſalvation by Chriſt,” 


CLE iN tor ͤ ͤ 


nothing ſhould be required in order to communion, but what - 
85 ebſalutely neceſſary ta denaminate a man a chriſtian ? Why, 
by aſſerting the ſame thing again. That nothing ſhould be in- 

ed an in order to communion but what is an eſſential and 
indiſpenſible part of true chriſtianity, And then again, What- 
ever deter mines the chriſtian character muſt alſo determine the 
rigbi to this communion. This is ſurely a molt extraordinary 
Way of reaſoning, and a very uncommon method of proy- 
ing a propoſition, But for a man of great learning and ſupe- 

rior good ſenſe thus to ſtoop to it, plainly diſcovers the weak- 
neſs of the cauſe he has undertaken ; that it is quite deſtitute, 
and ftands in great need of better arguments to ſupport it: 
Theſe are fo near a-kin to what is deſpiſed by every novice, 
namely a thing 7s fo, becauſe it is ſo ; that we can rs diſ- 
cern any difference in the features. And as we have too much 
of this fort of proof in this Sermon, ſo thoſe who conſider it, 
tho” they muſt admire the Doctor's attempt, can never be won 
by ſuch, kind of arguings to adopt his unauthoriſed ſcheme. 
And here I would aſk the Doctor, whether baptiſm is not 
neceſſary to denominate a man a chriſtian, according to that 
other Sermon of his, which I have here made uſe of; for 
how can a man be 2 chriſtian, before he has put on Chriſt? 
and alfo, whether baptiſm be not neceſſary to make a man a 
member of Chriſt's church, ſince there is no  precept, nor 
any example to be found in the New Teſtament of unbap- 
tized perſons received to the communion, or being admitted 
members. of the Chriſtian Church? The hiſtorical parts ſhew 
the contrary, and all the Epiſtles were written to adult bap- 
tized believers only, and, as the Doctor ſays, impeſſible by qhy 
Farce ar firetch. of invention to be adapted or extended to 


any. others. A eee e 

ws according to them, that, which is abſolutely neceſſary 

to denominate a man a chriſtian, a true diſciple or Follower of 

_ - Chriſt, is a conformity to his will, and a ready obedience to 

all his commands, which muſt include his poſitive inſtituti- 
ons; and hover refuſes this, aeg be really, juſtly, and 

truſ intitled to that character; for the ordinance of baptiſm 


is one gſſential and indiſpenſible part of chriſtianity, without 


Which, no man can enter into his church, if Chriſt himſelf 
* . 423-96, 9 this, the church 


may 
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may ſtedily End inflezibly adbere, tuithout cutting off the . 
greater part f the world, from all hope of Jakuation i 


t ſurely there is one thing, in which all chriſtians do 
gree, namely, that he is their Lord, and that it is their duty 
to obey him as ſuch. They may alſo know, that baptiſm is 
his appointment for all, who believe in him, as much as the 
communion is for all thoſe, who are baptized into him. And 
às the Doctor thinks they may all agree to obey him in the 
one, why not in the other alſo, if they pleaſe? The firſt is 
as ſtrictly injoined, and equally as neceſſary for them all to 
_ agree in, as the latter: and the chureh may think it ſo with. 
out ſuppofing in the leaſt, that it is equally neceſſary for every 
man to form aft idea of every part of "the goſpel- revelatior. 
Nothing of this kind can be, or ever was enpected by her, 
and yet ſhe may ftedily and inflexibiy adbere to the foundation 
principles of the doctrine of Cbriſt in regard to eemmunion, 
without the leaſt thought of cutting f the far greater part of 
the world, from all hope of ſalvation by'Chrift : as the Docto 
moſt weakly and abſurdly expreſſes himſelf. But, by the 
Way, if Dr. F. thinks a man cannot have the leaft bh of 
ſalvation without the privilege of Chriſtian communjon, he 
has much leſs charity than myſelf; and then' this is the only 
reafon that I can find throughout his whole diſcourſe, u he 
is fo zealous to promote the general Communion of albehrif- 
tians in one of Chriſt's poſitive inſtitutions; whilſt at the 
fame time he ſeems entirely un concerned, whether they pay 
any regard at all to the other. But let him ſeriouſſy confider, 
- whether thoſe profeffors are not utterly anworthy, I do not 
fay of ſalvation, but of the coftimunion of the Church, who 
| | wil nor obey Chriſt in the inſtitutiom of Baptiſm, in order to 
g | obtain it. But I ſhonld be glad to knew, who the Doctor 
means, whether he has a particular view to the Baptiſts, where 
He ſays, Was it indeed a communion o partirular dedte, their uiſeri- 
mat ing ſentiments und caſtoms, would be the proper qualificati- 
bn e but the 2 , which St. Paul ſpetths of, is the mien 
of Chriftiahs: Does he here full in with the ludicrous ſneers 
And idle jeſts, which have been made upon thoſe churehes, 
hich require adult Baptiſm as a previous qualification for any 
Chriſtlans partaking with them at the Lord's table, by-fonre 


« 


in the Doctor's own way of thinking, who have in deriſion 
1 the communion of ſuch churches not as the Lord's 
"Slipper, but as their own. Tho I think he muſt kn]. as 
1 have herein made it appear, that the eondttions, which in- 
title to our communion are no other than what ſeripture _ E: 
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reaſon has made ſo; that we are as careful in every particu- 
lar to follow exactly the directions, which the ſcriptures give 
for the celebration of that ſacred ordinance, as we do in Bap- 
tiſm, without the leaſt mixture from the cuſtoms or uſages of 
human authority; and as ſuch the Doctor, I believe, has very 
often with great ſatisfaction, and comfort, communicated in 
our congregations, and if ours was the communion of Chriſti- 
ans then, it muſt till remain ſo, for we have made no change 
in our practice, ſince his deſerting us, and therefore, cannot 


be juſtly ſtiled only a communion of particular Sefts, and not 


the ' communion f Chriſtians, as his words ſeem to ſuggeſt. 
So that all Dr, F—'s pleas here may juſtly be accounted trifling 
and impertinent, or in his own words * © @ heap of confu- 
< fion and incon/iſtency — mere diſmal founds, that have no 
© energy in them, can never convince the truly conſiderate, 
© and diveſted of all prejudice, nor anſwer any valuable pur- 
© poſe: but may perhaps deceive and miſlead the weak and 
inconſiderate, under the ſpecious pretences of charity and 
catholiciſm. His next paragraph runs thus: . 


IX. How then, ſhall we come to a right knowledge, of 
c this general invariable ground of Chriſtian -communion ? 
Why, by ſearching the ſcriptures: For however the ſenti- 
< ments of men, through weakneſs, prejudice, or intereſt, 
may be confuſed and divided, the rule of the goſpel is ex- 
preſs and certain, viz. that whoſoever believeth that Jeſus 
is the Chriſt, - and endeavours to underſtand the revelation 
which he brought from heaven, and to act agreeably to it, 


ters of leſſer moment; and, of conſequence, the connec- 
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intitled to the charity and fellowſhip of chriſtians. And it 
© is neceſſary that this rule be ſtrictly adhered to, for this 
.< reaſon like wiſe, becauſe, without it there can be no poſli- 
ble centre of chriſtian unity. All parties, being poſſeſſed 
< with-an high opinion of their diſtinguiſhing principles, will 
probably inſiſt on one or more, of them as fundamental 
< principles : and introduce endleſs ſchiſms and diſorders. If 
< we are contented with the ſcripture rule, we may unite in 
< affection and brotherly communion, though we cannot in 


opinion: but if we propoſe any terms, diſtinct from what 


< the goſpel has directly fixed, as eſſential to chriſtianity, and 
© allow the ſame liberty to others, which we claim for our- 


My Remarks, p. 91. 


is a good chriſtian, whatever his miſtakes may be in mat- 
tion between theſe two having been ſufficiently proved, is 


+ ſelves ; in every ſuch inſtance, fancy and partiality being 
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If as Dr. F: here ſays, the only way to chme at a right 
knowledge of this general invariable ground of Chriſtian com- 
munion, is by.ſearching the ſcriptures ; and that the rule of the 
goſpel is expreſs and certain; and, it is neceſſary that this rule 
be flriftly adhered to, becauſe "without it there can be no poſſible 
center of chriſtian unity: then, by his own, confeſſion, the 
Jar greater part of the world, are, I do not ſay in his words, 
cut off from all bope of ſalvation by Chriſt, but from the pri- 
vileges of "chriſtian communion; becauſe thè Scripture, no 


where gives any inſtance of unbaptized perſons being admit- 


ted to that privilege, nor any precept for the church ever to 


receive them: On the contrary, we have Chriſt's expreſs 


authority for rejecting them John iii. 3. 5. And Dr, : 
ſays it is neceſſary that, this rule be flrittly adhered to.. . be- 
cauſe without it there can be no poſſible center of Chriſtian 


by the Church, according to the deſcription, which the Doc- 


tor here gives us of the only perſons, who are entitled to the © 
charity and 1 of chriflians : for he ſays they are ſuch, 
as believe that Feſus is the Chrift, and endeavor to underſtand. 
the revelation, which he brought from heaven, and to act agree. 


"ably to it. So that when a believer in Chriſt, upon due en- 


quiry, is baptized into Chriſt, upon the profeſſion of repent- 


ance, and faith, He as agreeably to the revelation, which 
Chrift brought from heaven, and is a good chriſtian, ' And all 


'thoſe, who own they believe that Jeſus is Lord and Chriſt, 
are by that acknowledgment obliged to'obey every part of his 


Inſtitution: but whoever refuſes to act, as above, cannot be 


intitled to the fellnoſhip of chriſtians. For the ſcripture does 
| ly req # Fig Jeſus Chriſt; but alſo that he who 
believeth in him be likewiſe © baptized in his name, Mat. 
Xxviii. 18, 19. Mark xvi. 16. Acts ii. 38. Ch. viii. 37. 


not only require fait 


And accordingly Dr. F. himſelf, many years after he had 
taken upon him the miniſtry, renounced the errors he had 


been in, and became obedient to the ordinance of baptiſm, _ 

"agreeable" to the revelation, which Chrift brought from heaven; 
that in conformity to the Scripture, he might be received to 

fellowſhip and communion with the true church of Chriſt, and 


ordained a paſtor in it. Ang as he ſays it N that 


"this rule be firidtly adhered to; ſo I hope all the churches of bap= 
tired Chriſtians, as they ac? agrevabl to that revelation, which 
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Cbriſt 


Moreover, unbaptized perſons muſt of neceſſity be rejected 
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ted; yet Chriſtians rightly and truely beste 


and therefore injurious, to the purity and truth of the 


© be inculcated, by the infinite wiſdom of God, as a neceſ. 
_ © fary, preparation for the performance of an univerſal duty. 


- 
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Chriſt. breught fram heaven, will alſo be contented with the 
Scripture rule? and whilſt they are ſo contented,” tho mixed 
communion with unbaptized profeſſors muſt not be admit- 


| e, may all unite 
in effection, and dre, communes, though they cannot it 


 opinzon, But if we ſhould once gropee any terms,  diftinet from 


% Gire@ty fixed, we thall then introduce end- 
leſs diſorders, or ſtill greater evils 3 8s the natural reſult of 


"_ JS, 


what the Doctor recommends. _. i 
And if Dr. F. build egain the things he once deſtroyed, he 
makes himſelf @ Neu Ar, in the judgment of St Paul, 
Gal. ii. 18. Whether he has done ſo by this diſcaurſe, anc 
by leaving the true church of Chriſt, to take upon himſelf the 
harze of thoſe people, with whom he now holds communion, 
will not take upon me to ſay, For by whateyer means bis 
udgment is biaſſed and miſled, I am well fatished he always 
acts with the ſincerity and uprigbtneſs of one, Who wants no in- 
formation, that when the ſecrets of all bearts ſhall ze revealed, 
we muſt account for our religious conduct by the words of 
Chriſt ; whether we have built thereon prec iaus tones, or ſtubble; 
and perhaps for the conſequences alſo, which may too natur- 
ally reſult from thence, in reſpect to ſuch, who thro' weak- 
nels betray, or from baſe principles forſake and renounce Chri- 
ſtianity, by. W uf the character of the man more than 
the merits of the cauſe he pleads for: a thing quite contrar 


pel, in regard to Church conſtitution and worlhip. © . 
wy Sande (ops the Doctor) * to require any. thing but a 
< profeſſion of Chriſtianity, demonſtrated to he incere by a 
<< regular and virtuous life, io order to communian, is mak- 
* ing the thing impracticable, which notwithſtanding is in- 


e joined. in the New Teſtament as an univerſal duty: for 


An uniformity either of right, or wrong, ſentiments, in all 


points of belief and praQtice, can never be expected, whilſt 


„men have ſuch different capacities and advantages, ſuch 
© different educations, paſſions. and . intereſts. It cannot be, 
that they ſhould. . > FORT in the ſame explications of 


© ſeripture, ot that this, which is a thing impoſſible, hou 


Wpoe wards the Doctor has here adopted, juſt to paraphraſe | 
* Ae ni I know not; tho he ſeems to rely very much an 
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own,. I reply accordingly. If by a prifeſſion of Chriflianit? 
demonſtrated to be y e by 4 - . To; 4 55 715 he 

means, as he ought to do, Fele profeſſion. of Obriſlianit 
in conformity to the divine will, by our being, baptized into 

Chriſt upon profeſſion of repentance and faith, according to . 
the order of ho Goſpel, and thereby taking upon us, as he him- 
ſelf words it & The ſolemn profeſſion and acknowledgment 
« of his religion, of that moſt wiſe, and holy, and excellent 
©'\{cheme of religion, which Chriſt was commiſſioned. by God 
© to reveal and publiſh, and enabled to confirm and eſtabliſh 
by may unqueſtionable, great, and beneficent miracles : juſt 

as the Jews being baptized into Moſes, implied in it, in the 

« ſentiment of St Paul. ., their owning him as their leader, 
© and his inſtitution to be divine; and, according to the 
© Doctor, the general ſenſe of being baptized into Chriſt is moſt 
© evidently this: I then entirely agree with him; becauſe there 
is nothing impracticable in ſuch a profeſſion of Chri/t:anity. But 
if he means any thing ſhort of this, then his reaſoning. is de- 
luſive, and this is a moſt fallacious argument, if it may pro- 

perly be called an argument. It ſuppoſes what, I believe, 

was never thought of by any body of Chriſtians whatever, For 

God, who knows the ſtate of human nature, does not expect 

from us a ſinleſs obedience, or perfect unerring worſhip ; nor 


conceptions right and adequate in every thing above what our . 8 


natures are ſuited unto, or the powers and faculties of our 
ſouls able to arrive at; or, as the Doctor words it, an uni- 
formity either of right or wrong ſentiments in all points be- 
lief and practice; or, that we aul all concurr in the ſame ar- 
plications of ſcripture. But moſt undoubtedly, an uniformity 
in wrong ſentiments, or a concurrence in wrong explications of 
| ſcripture, is what DR wiſdom could not poſſibly mculcate. 
So that the Doctor had much better have omitted to mention 
any thing ſo very wrong, as his new ſcheme of communion 
is, and have kept only to that which is right, and may be 
ſupported by the ſeriptures of truth, and 5 the reaſon of 
things; which would have redounded to his honour, and 
have given me no room for this examination. 
But tho! it is 4 thing inpaſſible that the infinite wiſdom. of 
Ged ſhould require, that the members of his church, notwith- 
ſtanding their different capacities and advantages, their dif= 
ferent educations and paſſions, ſhould all concur in the ſame ex- 
Plications 7 Scripture, and . have. a ſtrict uniformity of Senti- 
ments in all points of belief and practice; does it therefore. fol- 


1 b | 
low, that = ſame divine infinite wiſdom cannot, or has not 
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required of all thoſe, who believe in Chriſt, and 'own him 
for their Lord, an uniformity of obedience to one particular 
act, as a neceſſary preparation (the Doctor ſhould have ſaid 
qualification) for the performanee of another particular act: 
For if God has made the commmunion of Chriſtians at the 
Lord's table an univerſal duty, as Dr. F. here twice aſſerts, 
why may he not have made baptiſm by the command of 
Chriſt an univerſal duty alſo? I am ſure the words of ſcrip- 
ture are rather more ſtrong and binding, for the univerſality 
of obedience to the inſtitution of baptiſm, than for our com- 
munion together at the Lord's ſupper. Moreover, it is molt 
indiſputably plain, and certain, that God did the like under 
the Jewiſh diſpenſation, when he made the act of circum- 
ciſion upon every male, a neceſſary qualification for eat- 
ing the Lord's paſſover. And has not Chrift as expreſsly 
declared by the authority of God, that except a man be born 
of water, and of the Spirit he cannot ſee, or enter into his 
church; without which it is impoflible any ſhould be entitled 
to the privileges of it, by partaking of the Holy communion ? 
Hence it appears therefore, that the Doctor's arguing is falſe 
in fact, and a flat contradiction to himſelf, where he ſays, of 
the ordinance of © Baptiſm, that it “ is a duty entirely chri- 
© ſtian and a matter of mere inſtituted ſervice, ordained in- 
© deed not wantonly, for the diſplay of power, and the pre- 
© rogatives of ſovereign rule, but wiſely calculated to ſubſerve 
© the great purpoſes of virtue, and the ultimate end of all 
true religion: as it is intended and adapted to cheriſh good 
© principles, and promote a virtuous life. And as the obliga- 
< tion of it reſults wholly from the will of God, the ſupream 
< Lawgiver, the original plan of inftitution ought, in every | 
© circumſtance, to be ſtrictly obſerved, and inflexibly adhered 
© to. To annul, is to oppoſe and degrade the authority of 
© God: to alter, is, ſo far as the alteration extends, the ſame 
Das to annul. Circumſtances may poffibly happen here, as 
in the caſe of all other poſitive ſervices, that will excuſe, 
© for a time at leaſt, from the actual performance of this du- 
ty; but no fituation, no plea of inconvenience, can juftify 
.< our introducing and ſub kieuting a human ordinance in the 
place of a divine. But whenever ſuch changes are attempt- 
bed and complied with, the act immediately looſes the na- 
< ture of piety, and is converted into groſs ſuperſtition. The 
© piety is Evacuated by departing from the command of God, 
vhich alone can conſtitute a religious obligation; and the 
©« ſuperſtition plainly appears, in that it is a ſervice _—_ 
%%% ᷣůM d 


ur Remarks p. 3. apd paragraph 5. 


/ 


a * — 2 e 4 bs 
| „ 3 9 We. 
wh | f r IE ns Oh | 
25 mY * F 4 . B . * yp * * % % 
52 * 4s ASX WP IE. 2. >. 4b... : „ : 


© and dictated by the blind conceit, folly, and arrogance of 
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© man, which is the general eſſential nature, and the proper 


* character of all ſuperſtition. Let us now therefore proceed, 
© diſcarding and utterly renouncing all prejudices, . whether of 
© education, cuſtom, or intereſt; let us proceed calmly, and 
with candour and ſimplicity of mind, conſider the account, 
© which the New Teſtament gives of the ordinance of Bap- 

© tiſm, in which alone the primitive law, preſcribing the 


© praQtice of it, is authoritatively recorded; and upon which 


© our judgment concerning it, if we are reaſonable chriſtians 
© or conliſtent proteſtants, muſt be abſolutly and . wholly 
© formed.”.. :. -.::: 135 er Lag, 


Now as the Doctor here aſſerts that our judgment concerning 


baptiſm, if we are reaſonable chriſtians, or conſiſtent protetants, 


muſt be abſolutly and wholly formed upon the New Teſtament, 
and that the original plan of inflitution ought, in every cir- 


cumſiance, to be fridiy obſerved and inflexibly. adhered ta; fo 
whilſt the church does this, and acts like reaſonable chriſtians 


and conſiſtent proteſtants, it is impoſſible ſhe ſhould receive 
into her communion thoſe, whom he himſelf charges with 
the guilt of gro/s ſuperſtition contrived and dictated by the blind 
conceit, folly and arrogance of man, and who annul oppoſe and 
degrade the authority of God. And I will farther add in his 
own words, that 0 fituation, no plea of - inconvenience, can 
Juſtify the churches introducing and 7 ſuch perſons 


meinbers of her communion, any more than it will them, in 


changing God's inſtitution for their own groſs ſuperſtition. 
But whenever any ſuch thing is attempted, and complied with. by 
the Church, the af immediately looſes the nature of piety, 

and is converted into ſomething worſe than groſs ſuperſtition. 
For the church by that act does really annul and degrade the 
authority of God ſo effectually, that ſhould it univerſally pre- 
vail, the credit and intereſt of chriſtianity and all inſtituted 


religion founded on ſupernatural revelation, . would be utterly , 


ruined and deſtroyed, a ſure foundation be thereby laid for 
rooting it out of the world, and upon the ruins thereof would 
infidelity and irreligion triumm d. 
Moreover, Though an ere either of right or 
wrong ſentiments, in all points of be cat 
never be expected, whilſt men have ſuch different capacities 
© and advantages, ſuch different educations, paſſions and in- 
< tereſts ; tho it cannot be, that they ſhould. all concur. in 


< the ſame explications of ſcripture, or that this, which is a 
* thing impoſſible, ſhould be inculcated, by the infinite wiſ- 
dom of God: yet it does not follow from thence, that 20% 
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. if Gil cannot give men rules for their con- 
which as religious communities of men they are indif- 
peafibly obliged to obſerve; and by no means altowed to dif- 
penfewith ; oth Tlanding ſome pet ſons cannot ſee their Wy 
en ne to obferve thern. Baptifm is as plain à command 
one precept in the g6fpel, and forme met get ſebing "heir 
oh igation to obſerve it, cannot furely be a 'fuftifiable fon 
for ſetting it aſide 3 ner ougbt it to be looRed u upon, as x ſuf- 
Heient plex; for an adiniffion to the Lord's hee, If it mould, 


by the fame rule all the m 1 * precepts of Chriftianity may 


be at orice abolifhed and yed. Per the Doctor, N ho 
* the world ſo wel} 8 be ſenſible, that there are 
, Who will colttrovere m—— every point of morality, 
1 "through their 4 rent capacttits and adbanth Pages, their 
rent : fucations, paſſions hd 1 * 5 e diffe redch of 
Whole moraf AW. And yet I fu Docter will 
not allow, that fiich mes, Kenne Then obligation to ob- 
toe and practice afy particular mort duty, ate therefore 
5 15 enkel, free from the obligation, as to be left 
x at liberty to obſerve it, or not to pay- the Teaft 
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Bad the füpreme lwegiver is a ti6ral virtüe founded in 
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SE Hey of feln be Allowed the (tht ih Evety elfe: 
the nature and fore ef all Fay divine and human 
by be defftbyed, and mankind be left perfecll 
free > Kon every law, and at füll libetty to fold their 1 
Frint tddtbtlons, pet ane, tere: Which, If perfvied, 
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$0 An Examination of Dr. Foftet's Sermon 
© have been beyond controverſy :' and, in my opinion, no- 


< thing leſs, that ſo expreſs and formal a declaration, can de- 


© termine either of the- two to be neceſſary. As, therefore, 
© there is an intire ſilence in this reſpect, as to all the peculiar 
© ſentiments and uſages, by which chriſtians are diſtinguiſhed 
© fromeach other ; this is a ſtrong preſumption, that the au- 
© thor of our religion did not deſign, that any of them ſhould 
© be infiſted on. And the. only ſure way for us, in order to 
© form a right judgment in particular caſes, where the goſpel 
© ' has not explicitly determined, is to argue from the general 


nature of the holy communion, and the general ſcope and 


© ftrain of chriſtianity ; both which, as has been already 
© ſhewn, direct us to receive true chriſtians of all denomi- 
© nations: and finally, to argue on ſuch principles, as are 
<* moſt honourable to our religion, and repreſent it in a wor- 
© thy and amiable light; as a religion that inſpires peace, 
< condeſcenſion, mutual forbearance, and a generous exten- 
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© If the Doctor by Chri/?'s faithful ſervants means ſuch, who 
have reſpe unto all his commandments,” and do n he 
Bat commanded. them; they cannot be ſuppoſed to be by his 
der debarrtd the privilege of the Lord's Supper for a mere in- 


» 4 a 4 1 # 3 


Para error. But what does he mean by an involuntary 


error * Can he think a believer's ſubjecting himſelf to the in- 
ſtitution of baptiſm an in ury obedience ?; This he cann 
do, And then is not a man's refuſing that obedience to be 
looked upon as a voluntary act of diſobedience. + Far as 
the. Doctor ſays 1 tis moſt evident, that in both caſes the 
< event is not owing to a defect in * original rule, but to 
© mens not attending to it, or ſubſiſticuting order fate rules 
in the; place of it for indolence, prejudice and vitious 
< affections will pervert and darken © the plaineſt rule,” 
Ei jo nn Airway! ſuch comprar ü 5 rift, 75 be 
looked upon as his own volun act, arifing from one or 
other of Theſe cauſes ; checially, after the N 7 has inc 
Tuppoſed; that the true church of Chriſt, hould ever teceive 
any to the high privileges they are under, without agr. 
them what Chriſt commanded to be obſer ved, and done by al 
his diſciples and followers; with this e een 
that be would be always with them in the performance there 
enen id the end of the world,” Matt. xxviii. 18, 0 A 05 
a” 1 heir ME - 
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of his miniſtty; as having ſhunned to declare unto them the 
whole council of Gad, with which himſelf was acquainted. 
Again, when the Doctor fays, a mere involuntary error in ano- 
ther ore which has no immediate connection with it; by point, in 
the ſingular number, I preſume, he means baptiſm : and if he 
does; whether it has, or has not, an immediate connection with 
the Lord's Supper, it is equally required of all Chriſtians, For 
by baptiſm, believers take upon them the profeſſion of the chriſ- 
tian name. But, there is really a manifeſt connexion be- 


tween them, being both appointed to ſubſerve the ſame wiſe 


and good ends. By Baptiſm, believers take upon them the 
proſeſſion of the name of Chriſt ; and by the Lord's Supper, 
this profeſſion is ſtatedly renewed and manifeſted. They are 
both obligations to the Chriſtian practice; and means of that 
holineſs, which the Goſpel requires. They are both deſign- 
ed, and are well adapted, to preſerve the name and religion 
of our bleſſed Saviour in the world. Baptiſm therefore, is an 
_ ordinance, neceſſary to conſtitute a true chriſtian; for can a 
man be a chriſtian, before he has put on Chriſt, that is before he 
is baptized. Accordingly the apoſtle ſays, Gal. iii. 27. as man 


of you as have been baptized into Chriſt have put on Chrift. 


And agreeable to the expoſition, which the Doctor himſelf 
has given of this text, nothing done to any perſons in the 
ſtate of infancy, can intitle them to that character; for he 
ſays expreſsly, The phraſe plainly denotes a voluntary a& 
© of their own, an act of piety in the ſubjects of baptiſm, 
© and nota forced tie, not a mere external and — 
© operation ; and conſequently, infants are plainly declared, 
by this paſſage, to be incapable of baptifm (if we proceed 
© rightly, according to the chriſtian rule,) becauſe they are 
< incapable of reaſon, and faith, and free determination, 
© And this interpretation the ſame Apoſtle has confirmed be- 
© yond all contradiction in another place, where he oppoſes 
© putting on the Lord o fu Chrift to making proviſien for the 
* fleſh, repreſenting both as actions equally voluntary, and that 
relate to a moral character. As fo put on the new man is ex- 


© plained by being renewed in the ſpirit of our mind; fo to put 

en Chrift is to take upon us the chriſtian character, and to 
bind ourſelves, in a ſolemn engagement, to imitate the 
*< temper and life of Chriſt; as all did, if we may gie ereilt 2 : 
r 


* bo St. Paul, who were baptized in the R e 
- © tianity, but infants cannot poſſibly do'y ß 
*< baptizing' fuch can be regarded in no ueoet: 
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E that. of an invaſion, adfolately unknown in the apoſtlical 
"AI 
But * the ordigance of Baptiſm has tyck an im- 
ediate and inſeparable, connedion with the privi get of the 
chriſtian Church, and with the peculiar, deſign and uſes of the 
ord's Supper, that it manifeſtiy appears to hay 5175 our 
guiour's real intention, that it ſhould be fridl]y, re qo" ded by a 
followers,.. a8 indiſpenſibly nece ary to churc ommunion, 
and o 25 itute them true bri Fans ; and a he bas 
particular ly. ſpecified and declared it in ho Arong and diſtin a 
manner. fi e the terms of. falyation,. as not to leave room for 
wild and engleſs diſputes ; if inen were but diſpoſed, £9 7 er 
ger it, as all bis true diſciples, will, and. ought to do. 


| 5 the terms of /alvatien, more, Gf tinftly declared, than 25 


obligation. that lies upon A g. believe in Chriſt, to be 
— and. that in order to their being made, members of 
1s church? Thus Matt. xxvili, 19, 20. Go ye therefore and 
teach all nations, baptizing them in the name ff the Father, 
nd of the. Son,. and of the Holy Ghoſt, &c. Mart: XVI. 15, 


2 ' He that believeth and is hap 45k Hall be Javed © on which 


2 page 21 >, As i IL 8, = 42. Repent, and be baptiz- 
every one —— in * name of Teſus Chriſt. Then they 
th at, a Shady received his word were baptized : a7 the ſame 
ere, were added unis them about, * fouls, hal they « 2 

. 1 eta Ay in ibe Apelli⸗ 5 "defrine and fe te Lawſhih, . and 

in — of . bread, and in prayers. John iii. 3, 5. Ferily 
verih I fay unto you, except a, man, be born of water. — of the 
| AE be cannot enter into the kingdom of God, as his church i is 
equently ſtiled in ſcripture; which is no lefs than to affirm, 
that, none but thoſe,. wha ſubmit. to that particular rite, fall be 
dmitted. ta communion in his church; and is, in my opinion 
a. N55 and formal a declaration, as plainl |. puts the caſe 
beyond, cantroverſy, And nothing, but the 0 
; cening fondnels. for. this, his groundleſs conccit, or partial 
eſire, £0 Vindicate, if poldble,. the error he is fallen. into, 
1. think, ever make bim | endeavour to confound a po- 
tive in ſtiturion of. God, with: the. peculiar Venti ments and 
,uſuges, by 1 ieh Ch 77 17 art naw dodge rom tach 


is a mo! 955 moſt unjuſtifiable way 

cauſe, none 7 the diffe ercnt ſes A 

$I ſo Fin of e into the church, had pry 

oY ner, of ex 2 for; many hundred years after the ti 

of hrift and e not till within twp.or — 

centuries 455. bis, ther efgre, is more than a®/irong pre- 
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ſumption that the author of our religion did not defign, 
that 'thiſe, who will not be obedient to him in bapriſm, 
ſhoulg ever enter into his church, or be admitted to the privj- 
lege of the Lord's Supper in communion with her. So that, 
as the Doctor ſays, The" only ſure! way for ee Fight 
judgment in all caſes, is to keep "cloſe; to what the goſpel has 
particularly determintd ; and to look upon eveiy particular caſe, 
which that has not explicitly determined, or is entitely ſilent about, 
as unlawful; becauſe not commanded, and quite deſtitute 
of any example. And inn this view, we” may alſo” argue 
from the general nature of "the holy communion; which is the 
Randing memorial of Chr̃iſt's undertaking, ſufferings; and ex- 
altation. For at the ſame time, whilſt we revive in our minds 
a juſt ſenſe of thoſe high obligations that lie upon us; we re- 
new and declare the ſoſemn covenant we entered into by 'bap- 
tiſm, when we became members of Chriſt's'myſtical body, 
and acquired a right to all che privileges and benefits of 
his church; thereby ſoleninly giving up our names, dedi- 
cating outſelves, and covenanting with God to be his, and to 
obey his ſon in all things; 10 longer to live unto aunſelves, but 
untd him "that died for us and roſs again. Pheſe are ſome of 
the high obligations, which ag Chfiſtians we bring ourſelves 
under in 5 1 A1 which we'rewew; wheir we partake of the 
holy communion; which; being ihſtituted in remiembrance'df 
Chriſt, was alſo deſigned to cultivate in us the graces and orna- 
ments of the chriſtian life, in peace, condeſcenſinm, mutuitiſ fur bean- 
ance, and 4 "generous — — charity; for albmen, &en our 


enemies; according to th - general ſcope and firamof Ebriſtianity. 
HhBaptiſm therefôte is that, which qualifies à Chriſtiaw for 
the orderly 'partiking of the Lord's Supper. And ſomething 
like this we may juſtly infer from the Doctor's own wordt, 
who ſeyefal times ſpeaks of the Lord's Supper; as. a privilege ; 
and here, in particular; conſtderstit as ſuchſ: Nn priuileg 
neceſſarily ſuppoſes ſomethin , not common to all men; but to 
certain iS perfons;” whe before" Come 2ynderothe eon- 
dition or "conditions; Which intitle to! it. The privilege, 
liberty. or light to vote at an Aection, ſuppoſes tha man to 
dea Free bare r an thpabivhmn 6f-fuch city, town, or 
borough. Te pri inege, Rberty dr right of commiinage- the 
fame. The! pifvilege of eating the Supper of the Lord's 
Palſover, Amal che Jews that the mienf re eireumciſed. 
And, the privilege—ef chriſtian communidn in eiting the 
Jokes Süßer, babe pelt has Hechnbaptimade': And 
think, that ſomething fn ihrr e cheſe muſt bexthe'caſeofevery 
. Fluege“ For Wen any 9 is made c 40 all, it 
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Finally, in vain do we pretend te argue on fuck grinciples, 
"as are moſt honourable to our religion, and to the great au- 
thor of it, and reprefent beth in a worthy and amiable light, 
when we ſo far annul and degrade his authority, as to ac- 
count or treat his firſt inſtitution, as a trfling — unne- 
ceſſary thing, which a man may do, or let alone; not- 
—— — his command to obey it is univerſal. For, this 


is the greateſt reproach and diſgrace to him imaginable ; be- 


cauſe, if his expreſs and poſitive commands are not binding 
upon, nor neceſſary to be obſerved, by the members of his 
church, or thoſe who profeſs to believe in him, and are called 
after his name; then no part of chriſtianity, as the inſti- 
tutian of Chriſt, can be thought worthy. of any man's 
regard. So that Dr. F——'s ſcheme. of promiſcuous mixt 
communion, is really ſapping the very foundation, not only of 
chriſtianity, but of all inſtituted religion and ſupernatural re- 
velation whatever. And all this the Doctor muſt of neceſ- 
fity acknowledge, becauſe, he — has carried the evil of 


_ "Chriſtians living in the omiſſion of any poſutive duty, which 


brit in tbe name of God, and as — ed with bis ſupreme 
authority, bas enjoined upon us, which is expreſsly the caſe 
of Baptiſm, Matt. xxviii. 18, 19; be, I ſay, has carried 
the evil a great deal further, than I have yet done; when he 
ſays, And in no one point can there be the Jeaſt juſt ground 
to object, without ſuppoſing, that he (God) is a caprici- 
ous, arbitrary, tyrannical being, who is not in the abſtract 
.* propriety and truth of things fit to be obeyed, nor, con- 
4 ſequently, without intirely diſſolving, together with NN 
1 tie, the religion of nature and reaſogr itlelf - 


_ + eee the Dube yroched D go 
XII. In the: third place, that an l brotherly 
. communion of all good Chriſtians, notwithſtanding, leſſer 


4 differences, as it beſt anſwers the end of the — N of 


the Holy Supper, is alſo the moſt effectual way to 


© advance the honour, and intereſt of true ehriſtia- 
eser fiſt, it is honourable to ez that it 


the chief ſtreſs on ſinceri more than on the juſteſt 

14 fe peculations, and the grrateſt — in external 3 8 
— ng - and inenlgates that, as the only neceſſary 
75 3 MEN and fri of our ſellow- 
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creatures, Which intitles to the fayour of God, and the re- 
- wards and bleſſings of eternity.—It is more honourable to 


chriſtianit 
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to ſuppoſe, that all thoſe, who, in the temper 
and diſpoſition of their minds, are qualified, to receive in a 
right manner, the privileges of the Goſpel, ſhould be al- 
lowed to partake of them; than to aſſert, that they are 
excluded, upon no foundation for it in the reaſon of the 
thing, but by a mere arbitrary appointment. —It is much 
more honourable to our holy religion, that there be a ge- 
neral eaſy rule, for the communion of all chriſtians; than 
to explain it in ſuch a manner, as leaves it on uncertain 


ples, and, conſequently, to humour 


indeterminable princi 
and prejudice.” 
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A s to this third head, Can Dr, E. think that obedience and 
non-obedience to, the will of God in any of his commands 
are equally the ſame? Or that the latter is fo trifling and in- 
fignificant a thing, as to be ranked with the leſſer differences, 
which ſubſiſt between chriſtians? Or that the church of 
Chriſt, can any way advance the honour and intereſt of 
true chriſtianity, whilſt ſhe treats one of the two poſitive in- 


ſtitutions of Chriſt, as unworthy of her ſtrict r 
.to be by her diſpenſed with at pleaſure, to all 


are unwilling to obey him in it? 


rd, and 
ſe who 


For this is what ſhe 
receives unbaptized perſons into fellowſhip, 
or to the privileges of chriſtian church memberſhip and 
D baptized. believer does the . ſame, 
whenever he communicates with a congregation of unbap- 
This is in fact no leſs than putting a con- 

tempt upon the command of their Lord, to baptize all nations; 
a kind of renouncing their own baptiſm, and tacitly declaring, 
that it is unneceſſary to church privileges; notwithſtanding 

. Chriſt has ſolemnly affirmed, that except a man be born of wa- 
ter and of the ſpirit, be cannot ſee or enter into his church. 
It is alſo encouraging other profeſſors, to put the greater con- 

_ . tempt, upon it, and to continue in their non-abedience to 
it. Nay, we thereby, ſo far as the act extends, annul one 
of God's moſt folemn commands, to the degrading his au- 

, thority and honour ; and whatever does this, can never ad- 


does when 


communion ; and eve 


tized chriſtians. 


vance the honour and intereſt of true chriſtianity, 
As to the Doctor's plea of ſincerity, he mu 
- it is im 


ow, that 


| poſſible for the church to jud e of any man's, but b 
f Chriſt, and a life — 
honourable to chriſ- 


his ready obedience to the will of 
pondent to it. And it 1g ſufficient 


ſianity, that it recommends a life of purity-and holin 


eſs in 
every 
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every. thing, and prefers that far above faith and knowled edge 
in ſpeculation, tho ever ſo jut; and that it aſſo directs the 
church to withdraw from tyery brother, that walks diſorderly, 
end not Tit the canmanthment and doftrine of C brift.. 
And this clearly ſhews, what tem mper and diſpoſt tion of ming 
is to be preferred before other things, Without violating, an- 
ailing or degrading Chrift's authority in any of his com- 
mands; which no aber rſons, *who are in the temper 
| end 40 tion of their minds qualified fo rebrive in a' right 
| pane privileg es of the go Mel, will ever refuſe to obey ; 3 
| Sita | the church, has 5 . before them the neceffary 
and unalterable condition gf their receiving Yhoſe privil 
© And . of Baptiſm i in particular the ie 7 fur the ron, 
© as the obligation of it reſults wholly from the 25 of 
the ſupreme lawgiver, ſo the original plan of aide 
© My te in every. 187 nce, to be ſtrictly obſerved, and 
a xibly adhered to: and therefore, whilf the chu rch 
does this, ſhe can neyer receive into her communion, 855 
AS will not conform to that divine 1 Nor cal 
the churches keepin Favs cloſe to the ſcripture rule, that ſhe 
may neither annul nor * rade the authority of God in an in 
Kance, by admitting t ofe into her communion hom 
has excluded from lis ch be with the leaſt truth or 0 - 
tice termed an excluding them upon no foundation fer it in the 
5 of 2 the thing,” but by d mere arbitrary appointment. And 
ein it 75 much more ” honvarable to our holy tell don, that ther- 
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ont the Lord's fupper idelf. And if God 154 wi rer, 
Who acts ade jar the ah s words ſeem to imply; 


en ſurely he has às much | right to make baptiſm one con- 


dition of L chriftians | receiving the Lord's ſupper, as to ap- 

point the Lord's ſupper to 5 irs in'by chriftians 
bt - all; and Wirdfore- IT - be equally” dur 5 25 and it 
s much becomes us to ay Kia Ronde; as in the 


ncwvunton, MP * 


XII. Agila, fs Yhe POR ' hana Weed Wege 
c to promote a "and unite ' chriſtlans of all 5 
kd * Yons, mult g ive a More Worthy and advantageods' idea of 

goſpel of Chrilt”; than whit 3 4 direct tende — 
a animofitics, and diviſiohs. '"Now the latter, * 


©'be the N of narrowing our commd ; 
bi Manley te re- 


What a regard -toLincerity, 05 common chr 

. e It be gets Wynels ani aftenatlon of affection 5E 
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"tion of our 'bleſfed Lord, has 4 Aires tfendency to krate d- 
* muſities and divifini, And if in that Enbenbe "he des in- 
*Elude and intend Baptiſm, is. Well as other things it is cet- 
tainly one of the moſt unworthy reproaches calt' upon the 
g 020 Teſs, 0 aud his moſt excellent religion, * wall 
be Firm Fang is What every, unbeliever WIII Ftjolte 
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For the church therefore frist to obſerve, and infli#illy 
to adbere to this conſtitution of their Lord's, is ſo far from 
. narrowing our communion beyond what a regard to ſincerity and 
common chriſtianity requires, that it is her indiſpenſable duty 
_ fo to do, that ſhe may preſerve the one in her members and 


Ls * 9 4 


there have; they could never be owing to the nature and 
direct tendency of the duty required; but muſt ariſe from the 
perverſeneſs of temper, pride of heart, or ſome other bad 
principle or prejudice, by which men are too often governed. 
Thus, the glad tidings of peace and ſalvation by the goſpel of 
Chriſt; which at his birth was moſt juſtly proclaimed, 
Glory to God in the bigheft, on earth peace, good will to men ; 
was.notwithſtanding, the innocent occaſion of diſcord in the 
World, and of ſetting. families at variance; Matt. x. 35. 
36. A nan againſt bis father, and the daughter againſt her 
mother, and the daughter in law, againſt ber "mother in law, 
and a man's foes they of his own houſbold, Thus, it became 
the occaſion of unnatural perfidiouſneſs, cruelty and blood- 
ſhed ; not through its own tendency, but through the evil 
diſpoſition of them, who did not believe. And though all 
this ſhould happen to be the caſe with reſpe& to Baptiſm, it 
does not follow, that it - ought to be given up or diſpenſed 
with. by the church to any perſons whatever ; any more 
than that the whole chriftian inſtitution ſhould be abandoned 
and rejected, becauſe of the oppoſition it has met with from 


wicked men and infidels. Nor can the church give up or 


diſpenſe with this inftitution of the goſpel to any man, 
whilſt her members retain the leaſt regard to ſincerity and 
common chriſtianity ; for, if they have plainly read, and do 
ſincereh ye ieve, that Chriſt ordained Baptiſm as the initiat- 
ing ord ance for conſtituting believers members of his 
church, they muſt give up that ſincerity of belief, before 


they can admit the unbaptized to the privileges of Chriſtian 
communion: as to the ſincerity of thoſe, who refuſe obe- 
dience to Chriſt's commands, they are not the proper judges, 
but may ſay, as St. James does, ſhow me thy faith, without 
| yg ou can, or that is impoſlible) and I will fhew 


thee my faith by my works. or obedience, which is the beſt, 
if not the only evidence of it. Jam, i. 22—25. Ch. i. 
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ferure the '6ther from falling a 'facrifice to infidelity, and 
being wholly extirpated. And if this Thould be attended 


with fhyneſs, alienation' of affection; jealvaſy and diffidente 1 in 
others, ariſing from palſtion, 'prejudite, or a ſpirit of oppo- 


ſition in the Purſuit of ſeparate views, and for the fabport « 
alen againſt the true church; the evil and just re | 


will be theirs, 'who look with -Pyne/s and alienation"of 4 

tion on ſuch, as dare not ſacrifice. an ordinance of riſk 
in compliance with their pr/judices, their ſeparate views and 
fuctions: and ſuch ſpirits muſt undoubtedly be acknowledged 


to be every way unworthy of ſo great a ſacrifice. And if 


true religion uni virtue ſhould in any thing happen to fffer 


by their ill behaviour und condu#? ; yet the Honour of our great 


legiſlator, and the cauſe of chriſtianity in general, would nei- 
ther de ſo much weakened thereby, nor expoſed to ſuch con- 
tempt, as both muſt inevitably receive, by giving up this grand 
appentiage, fence, and help to true religion. 
and here by the way, let me atk Dr. F, if Raptiſm be an 
"appendage to true religion, where ſhall we find true religion 
without it; becauſe then, where that rite is wanting, ſome- 
thing muſt be wanting te frut religion. If it be @ fence to 


true religion, then the church ought carefully to preſerve_and 


 kvey it; as an uſeful and neceffary duty; and it muſt be very 
dangerous for ber to diſpenſe with ther members obediende 
to it, for fear of degenerating hot only to ſuperſtition, but 
to irreligion and infidelity alſo. If it be an belp 1b fru r- 
lion, chen all ſineere pious chriſtians dught carneftly to de- 
fire coming under it, for the benefits, which they have 'rea- 
ſon to expect from it; the pardon and br of all paſt 
ſins,” and the aſſiſtance of the Holy Ghoſt being plainly pro- 
53 miſed to thole, Who fincerely obey it. The 5 Ok tort, not 
enly, as the Doctor ſays u, ro/iles hs hall f rom the will of GO; 
but i dle ſenda? und adi to Meer gebd Par ſes 
and promote bir tudus life; wiſely calculated y G the. 
preme Tawgiver, to fubſer ve the great purpoſes of virtue and 2 
ultimate end of all trac veligin; and therefore muſt certainly be 
at the atmoſt diſtance from an gel preutrarity. And 
can Dt. E. really believe allthis? "Can he alfo believe that * 
tiſm is an appendage, fente and help to tue vgn; and ye 


thitk it a trifling thing, of no conſequende to the prone 


of Ciniftian communion t 


NIV. 0 And, Finally, ape the Pater, I chiitiot but be of 


$ opinion, that an uktiverſal n edition, of all ** 
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_ © cere chriſtians will, more effectually propagate the know- 
© ledge of chriſtian principles, than the contrary contracted 
© ſcheme. Accidents indeed, may happen, which may ſeem 
© to make againſt this ; but they are to be allowed no weight, 
. © againſt the natural tendency of things. Whatever there is 
© of this kind, may be owing to indolence, and the want 
© of due care and application, to rectify the ſentiments of thoſe 
© who are erroneous. And it will be ſufficient to my preſent 
..© purpoſe, if it be allowed, that we have much better oppor- 
© tunities, if we improve our advantages aright, of convinc- 
ing thoſe, who are in the ſame communion with us, and 
..* conſequently, with whom we have an immediate concern; 
than others, that we have but very few and flight occaſions 
to converſe with—Beſides, that a condeſcending charitable 
£ behaviour will conciliate their affection, and induce them 
to conſider, what we have to offer, with calmneſs and im- 
< partiality ; whereas if we keep them at a diſtance, and treat 
them as perſons” unqualified for chriſtian communion, they 
will think themſelves injured, and contract a prejudice 
© againſt us; and, perhaps, receive all our arguments with in- 
difference, if not with contempt,* 


Dr. F's final and laſt plea for promiſcuous mixed commu- 
nion may, perhaps, be allowed of weight in ſpeculation; which 
requires ſcarce any thing, but an aſſent of the mind to points 

of doctrine ſuppoſed abſtruſe, and which open themſelves to 
the underſtanding of man by ſlow inſenſible degrees: but 
experience, I believe, proves the contrary with reſpect to 
the affair of baptiſm : and. of neceſſity muſt do fo, if the 
church herſelf ſhould furniſh perſons, with the moſt power ful 
of all arguments againſt their obedience, by her own unjuſti- F 
fiable complaiſance, in admitting them to the privilege of 
chriſtian communion without it. For it requires no length 
of time to convince any man of a right temper and diſpo- 
ſition, that he ought to obey. every one of Chriſt's. commands, 
whom he owns for his Lord; and that baptifm is one of his 
commands, to which ſome ſpecial promiſes are made over, to the 
ſincerely obedient. Hence therefore, a man will be more 
N 3 to ſubmit to Baptiſm, if he really deſires or values 
chriſtian privileges, when the church aſſures him, that, in 
faithfulneſs to Chriſt, whoſe laws are binding upon them, 
they dare not receive any man into their communion, 
bt; - untill he. firſt becomes obedient to that inſtitution, which 
= _ Chrift himſelf ſubmitted to, when, with the high approbation 
Ii . of heaven, he ſaid ; thus it becometh us to fulfill all righte- 
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ouſneſs ; and after that ordained it for every perſon, who en- 
ters into his church: I ſay, a man is more likely to receive 
baptiſm, when theſe things are laid before him, than can poſ=, 
ſibly be expected from him, if the church violates her truſt, 
and diſpenſes with the inſtitution of her Lord, by admitting 
him to memberſhip and communion without baptiſm, For 
as baptiſm is an ordinance fo much deſpiſed amongſt men, as to 
be almoſt every where ſpoken againſt, he will, if admitted, moſt 
naturally argue after this manner, viz ; tho' many of the mem 
bers of our church have thought fit to be baptized, yet it is plain, 
that none of them think baptiſm of ſuch conſequence to others, 
either with reſpeQ to ſalvation, or church privileges, but that 
they can,and do receive me without it. And as they have receiv- 
ed me to the latter, and allow that I have a title or ground to 
hope for the former; ſo 1 can get nothing by ſubjecting myſelf 
to baptiſm, even in their account, who have ſubmitted to it; 
and therefore I need not concern myſelf at all about it.? 
And here let me aſk Dr. F, whether in about ſix years time, 
| ſince he deſerted the baptiſt church, where he was ordained 
to the Paſtoral office, and afterwards, for reaſons beſt known to 
himſelf, took upon him the charge of an unbaptized con- 
gregation ; he has ever had the good ſucceſs by his own con- 
deſcending and charitable behaviour, as he calls it, to conciliate 
their affettions, and induce them to conſider with calmneſs and 
impartiality what can be offered in behalf of baptiſm,* as 
the inſtitution and command of Chriſt, Has he prevailed 
with one perſon of note, or with any one, who was a mem 
ber and in communion at Pinner's Hall, before his going 
over to them, to put on Chriſt by baptiſm, as his word re- 
quires? And if he has not, it cannot poflibly be ſuppoſed, 
that it ſhould be owing to any want of the ½% and fitteſt 
opportunities of conver/ing with them, accompanied with the 
bigh and uncomman advantage of being an admired miniſter, . 
Nor ought we to ſuppoſe, that his ill ſucceſs herein is owing. 
to indolence, or the want of due care and application in him, 
to rettify the ſentiments of thoſe, who are in the ſame, commu- 
mon with him; and, conſequently, with whom, as their Mi- 
niſter, he has a more immediate concern, than with others, and 
not very few and ſlight occaſions to converſe with — This 
would be an high reproach, and every way unworthy the 
character of a good chriſtian, a friend and lover of truth. 
And therefore we muſt ſuppoſe, that his want of ſucceſs, 
and having no influence upon them, in ſo many years, with. 
reſpe& to this duty; is entirely owing to ſuch kind of rea- 
ſoning, upon his joyning communion with them, as 1 have 
N e „  _ already 
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already mentioned, And, indeed, according to the natural, 
tendency, of things, this muſt be the neceſſary, conſequence of. 
ſuch kind of conduct in any baptized believer.. And if ſo, 
then Dr. F s fondneſs for this his ſingular. opinion, and 
ſtrong deſire to ſupport, if poſſible, his unjuſtifiable con- 
duct in holding communion with ſuch perſons, as he. 


2 and believes are unbaptized, has ſo blinded his under 


| ading. and judgment, as to. prevent his; diſcerning, what 
upon the leaſt reflection is moſt, apparent; namely, that, he 
has herein argued againſt experience and plain conviction. 
But ſome perſons will carry their reaſoning about mixed com- 
munion, if ever Dr. F——'s ſcheme ſhould univerſally prevail, 
much farther ; and would, very juſtly argue upon it, that no 
community of. chriſtians, who believe baptiſm. the initiating 
ordinance, inſtituted by Chriſt for the entrance, or orderly re- 
tion of members into his church, can ever admit unbap- 


tied perſons to partake with them of the peculiar privileges of 


the chriſtian church, unleſs they believe, that they have power 
to diſpenſe with, his commands. And if ſuch power is 7 | 
where given to the church, it muſt be found in the New Teſ- 
tament, ber only acknowledged. rule and guide in religion. 
t no ſuch power is any where; therein, given to men; and 
therefore, if baptiſm may be diſpenſed with by the church for 


oo. perſon, without authority from Chrift, it may alſo, be 


penſed with for every perſqn, who is unwilling to ſubmit, 
to it. And if the church can, diſpenſe with one of Chriſt's 
inftitutions, he way alſo diſpenſe with the other; which; is 
indeed not ſo ſtrictly Ae upon the members of 
| And if neither of the poſitive inſti- 

tutions of the ſon of God, are binding upon ſuch as own him 
r the Lord; then none of the doctrines and precepts of 
our holy religion, conſidered as the doctrines and pri 155 of 
hence 

it would. neceſſarily follow, from Dr, F. ſcheme, which! 
is not in the leaſt. countenanced by the New, Teſtament, 
ngr by. the practice of chriſtians. for 1700 years; I ſay, it. 
would follow, from his ſcheme, that all inſtituted religion, and. 
ſypernatural reyelation, whence. that is derived, is of no benefit 
to any man, of no force or authority at all, and is only a, 
Tor and impoſition put upon the weak and credylous. For 
* el him, to ſhew, that any one part of chriſtianity, 
as the. religion of Chriſt Jeſus, can be at all, binding upon 
f eme, other parts of it, depending upon the 

ſame authority, are not ſo... For he that commanded his 
Welpe Zo have, 2 unto all bis commonanents, 12 


- 
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whatſeever. he commande; he ene them to eat 


bread and drink wine in remembrance bim; commanded: . 


them alſo to be baptized i in his name: and — very 
juſtly reaſons, chap. ii. ver. 10, 11. Hcbeſoever ſhall keep the: 
whole laws and yet offend in ane point, be it guilty all. 
For he. that ſaid, do not commit adultery ; r alſo, do not Kill. 
Now- if thou commit no adultery, yet if thaw Kill, thou art be- 


come. a; trangreſſor the law, So ſpeak ye, and N as: 


they,that ſhall bs judged by the law of liberty. 


- XV, +: 1f, ſays: the. Dodtor,; it: be objefted to- — — 


<. been; ſaid that, by - allowing a: promiſcupus communion; 
c of all ſincere chriſtians, of different denominations; the: 
<- true primitive chriſtian principles, and practice, may, in 
the end, be loſt in ſome: important points I. anſwer, 
that if this proves any 3 it lays a — foundation for; 
_ ©: all manner of impoſition the primitive chriſtian prin. 
<. ciples,, and cbriſtian practice; are juſt of that importance to 
<. particular. perſons, and ſocieties, as they apprehend them 
to be. If, therefore, the ſociety, to which ibebongg have: 
6. „a right to make their principles; from the opinion which 
© they have of their importance; ſtated terms oß / chriſtian 
< communion, ſo have another, if they judge theirs to be of 
equal moment, though their principles are / directly oppo 
© ſitez ſo has every ſociety, be the doctrines it eſpouſes true: 
© or falſe, honourable to chriſtianity, or ſubverſiye w of ta in- 
< tereſts— And can any thing like order upon the whole, 
any real. ſupport of religion, reſult from hence ? Noi: nothing 
but inconſiſtent terms of communion ;. nothing but breaches: 
<. of peace; nothing but injury and oppreſſion 3 the greateſt 
<. part of which will fall on tender and ſcrupulous pg e 
on mes. of cha mafü dead andrinfleniblewirtuse) 07 8060 


"Dr. F. 1 ſuppoſe; from a conſeiouſnels; chat al . | 


| fore ſaid in this diſcourſe, is not{ufficient: to clear the ſubject, 
nar to ſatisfy the truly : conſiderate, has given us this objec+: 
tion, which he foreſaw might naturally ariſe from» his new: 
ſcheme of communion; and which, [ I-:think;:muſt neceſ- 
ſarily be carried a great deal farther 3 even in the end, to the; 
entirpation of the whole chriſtian religion, as I hade already: 
ſhewn. And though be ia very. far from anſwering his own. 
objection, or from denying the: ſad conſequences of what he 
recommends, as his on objection ſtates it; he has inſtead 
thereof ſtarted — 3 . which are neithen juſt in 
3 nor any my ariſe the. argument contained 
in 
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in the objection. For, if the ordinance of baptiſm, as the 
inftitution of Chrift, which he himſelf, in the moſt ſolemn 
manner, and in the ſtrongeſt terms, has fixed, as the entrance 
into his church, and nothing elſe (beſides a good life and con- 
verſation, which the ſcriptures further enjoin on chriſtians) 
is made the term and baſis of chriſtian communion (as that 

ought to be, if Chriſt himſelf as a legiſlator is to be regarded ;) 

it will be ſo far from laying a fure foundation for all manner of 
impoſition, as the Doctor pretends, that on the contrary it 
will de the moſt effectual ſecurity againſt all and every kind 

of impoſition." It will entirely prevent any man, or any body 
of men, from impoſing upon chriſtians who are members of the 
true church, or upon any of their deſcendants, an human 


erdinance inflead of a divine. It will prevent them from 


annulling, er degrading the authority of God, and impoſing 
upon the church their own groſs ſuperſtition, for the appoint- 
ment of beaven. For neither Dr. F, nor any other man of 
ſenſe, can ever pretend, that the true church, keeping cloſe 


to this law of Chrift, even his own expreſs law, can ever 


give any other church à juſt pretence to impoſe their own 
fancies, ab the terms of chriſtian communion'; let them think 
them of what importance they pleaſe. ee. 


Chriſt's authority, as our only legiſlator, is, and muſt al- 


ways be, acknowledged by the true church ; and none therein 
muſt dare to diſpenſe with his inftitution, without a plain, 
expreſs, and formal declaration, or licence from him ſo to do, 
any more than others may dare to uſurp his place and autho- 
rity, by ſubſtituting their own fancies and contrivances, ei- 
ther in faith or practice, as the terms and baſis of chriſtian 


communion, without a ſpecial commiſſion from him. And 


therefore Dr. s pretence, that the churches taking this 
due care to ſecure the true primitive chriſtian principles and 


chriſtian practice, from being lift in ſome important points, 


lays a ſure foundation for all manner of impoſition, is moſt 


unjuſt, as being without the leaſt foundation for it in the na- 


ture of the thing itſelf ; but the quite contrary, is, I think, 
moſt evidently apparent. main OT $1 (POTTER 
And now if we conſider the ſecond inference, it will ap- 
pear to have no better ſoundation than the other. His words 
are, I therefore, the ſociety to which ¶ belong, have a right to 
make thiir principles, from . tuhich they have of their 
: ance," flated terms of chriſtian commmunion, -fo have 


1 


another, i they judge theirs tobe of equal moment, though their 


principles are directly oppoſite 3- ſo! has every ſociety, be the doc- 
2:16 ODa z n ern RHEE E TA 3 4 27: trines\ 


* 
444 


een Catholic Communion, © ©. 55 


trines it eſpouſes true ar. {ad honourable to chriſtianity, or 
- * ſubverſive of its intereſts. To this I anſwer, The true church- | 
es care to maintain this barrier; which Chriſt himſelf has 
fixed, as the initiating ordinance into his church, does not 
.ariſe ſo much from her opinion of its importance, as from 
Chriſt's own opinion of it, and that great importance, which he 
declared it to be of, when he ſo ſolemnly eſtabliſhed it for that 
end. And 1 am fully aſſured, that, tho* no ſociety of chriſtians 
in the world, have the leaſt right to make their own principles, the 
fated terms and baſis of communion ; yet when Chriſt has ſo 
: ſolemnly aſſerted, with a verily, verily, except a man be born of . 
. water and of the ſprit,he cannot enter into the kinzdom or church 
of God * ; they cannot have the leaſt power to admit the beſt 
man in the world to their communion without it, fo long as that 
is allowed to be a church privilege ; as Dr. F. acknowledges, 
and has argued from it accordingly. Nor could any thing 
lite order upon the whole, any 3 of religion, ever re- 
ſult from admitting him. No: nothing but inconſiſtency, nothing 
but breaches of peace, nathing but injury to the.. glorious 
facred cauſe of Chriſt, can ever reſult from thence; which muſt 
bring with it oppreſſion, and incurable grief of mind, ſuch as the 
Peͤſalmiſt's was. cxix. 136. And this muſt neceſſarily and chiefiy 
14 Fall on tender and ſcrupulous conſciences, on men of the moſt 
ſteady and inflexible virtue, of firm faith, and ſuch ſincere un- 
feigned love to Chriſt and all his laws, as every chriſtian 
ought to have perpetually glowing in his breaſt, and openly to 
manifeſt, by his ſtrict attachment and ready unreſtrained obe- 
dience. PEST EAI ; #54 EE Þ $2.6 
Foote, If the true primitive chriſtian principles, and 
chriſtian practice, are juſt of that importance to particular 
perſons, and ſocieties, as they apprehend them to be; then ſure- 
ly, upon this principle, the Doctor cannot blame the: baptifts 
for oppoſing mixt communion, For if they apprehend, that 
baptiſm is abſolutely neceſſary to chriſtian church- member 
ſhip, and communion, becauſe Chriſt has moſt ſolemnly af- 
firmed, verily verily, except a man be born of water. and 
the ſpirit, he cannot enter into (his church) the kingdom of Gad; 
it muſt then be of ſo much importance to them, that i they 
dare not diſpence with it on any conſideration - whatever. 
Nor can the Doctor blame them in the leaſt, - becauſe he 
ſays **, all the uſes of it (baptiſm) that are ſpecified in 
_ . * ſcripture, and the ſeveral expreſſions, by which the true na- 
ture of it is there repreſented, appear to me to be equally 
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applicable to every age of the church, and to all the be- 
© hevers of chriſtianity that the ordinanee of baptiſm is of 
< authority and force in all ages, and with reſpect to all 

chriſtians, and that God is honoured by their readily ſubmit- 
ting to this law, which he hath preſcribed. So that the 
Doctor's receiving unbaptized perſons to his communion, 
and pleading for it, as he does in the ſermon under conſi- 
ſideration, is moſt abſurd, and the greateſt inconſiſteney he 


could poſſibly have fallen into. 


Moreover, if it be true, as Dr. E. here aſſerts, that the 


true primitive chriſtian principles, and chriſtian practice, are 
5 27 of thut importance to particular | -ſons as they approbend 


to be; how — ſhall infidels in the great day of account 
be judged by the goſpel of Chriſt, — — which they have 
lived, and againſt which they have contended ? But if they 


may then be condemned, for excluding from their minds the 


glorious light of it, for rejecting the gracious offers of ſalva- 
tion, and eternal happineſs, which are therein promiſed to 
all thoſe, who ſincerely receive and obey its precepts, and for 
deſpiſing the puniſhments therein threatened to unbelievers ; 
they will then find, to their unſpeakable miſery and confuſion, 


that #he true primitive chriſtian principles and chriflian prac- 


liſe was, and would have been, of much greater importance to 
themſelves, than they apprehended them to be, And if this will 
be the y 3 ſtate of all ſuch, who reject the 
whole chriſtian inſtitution, as the ſcripture aſſures us it will, 
Ram. ii. 26. 2 Theſ. i. 6— 10. Mark xvi. 16. John xii. 47. 
48; can thoſe chriſtians be wholly excuſable and blameleſs 
before God, who only deſpiſe and reject ſome parts of it, by 
thinking thoſe parts of no importance 40 them ? For have 
chriſtians any juſt ground from Scripture, to believe or hope, 
thata regard — and obedience to, ſome parts of the chriſtian 
inſtitation, will juſtify them, and attone for their deſpifing 
or rejecting other parts of it? 

But if the true primitive chriſtian printiples, and chriftian 


| _ are really of no more importance to infidels and chri- 


than — deſpiſe and rejett the vyhele, or but ſome 
you thereof apprehend them to be; and if no account ſhall 
or puniſhment inflited for fuch theit rejec- 
2 f -Chriſt 3 muſt it not of t tence 
— — — chriſtians ate ever fo zeulous for the 
4ruths of the — and careful to praftice all the precepts 
of it, from an apprebenſien that the true primitive eli iſfidn 
Principles, and 7 ian practice, are of the utmaſt importance to 
their own een r e and to all men; | ant in the laſt 


day 


2 — ——— — 2 
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day it will be all deluſion, and they will then receive no re- 


ward, nor meet with the leaſt comfort, benefit, or happineſs 
of any kind, for all their ſincere piety, | faithfulneſs in the 
ſervice of Chriſt, or their ſufferings for it. Then miſerable, 
moſt miſerable has been the ſtate of all the martyrs and: con- 
feſſors for the chriſtian cauſe, and thoſe, who are fallen aſleep in 


Chriſt, are periſhed. 1 Cor. xv. 13—19, 31, 30, 32. For then, 


Ae + 


their cruel and mercileſs perſecutors, only diſcharging what 


they apprebended to be an important duty, will be equally 
as Wh as themſelves ; becauſe the true primitive. chriſtian 
principles and. chriſtian practice are juſt of that importance to 
particular perſons, and ſacieties as they apprehend them to be 2 
that is, the importance of them extends no farther than the 
preſent life to the one, any more than to the other. Upon 
the whole therefore | Lt | 


Thus it moſt clearly appears, that this ſermon in every | 


paragraph, and almoſt every ſentiment contained in it, does, 
in its juſt conſequences betray: the truths and inſtitutions, of 
the Goſpel, does naturally tend to advance and eſtabliſh inh- 
delity upon the ruin of. the chriſtian cauſe.” But I am per- 
ſuaded, theſe moſt fatal evils are the fartheſt from the Doctor's 
ſincere and moſt upright intentions, of any thing we can poſ- 


ſibly conceive ; his views and deſigns, I make no doubt, be- 


ing the direct contrary :. and therefore his falling into this moſt 


egregious miſtake, muſt only be aſcribed to his uſual com- 


plaiſance, his tender condeſcenſion, and natural deſire to pleaſe 
and oblige all men. So that I have no occaſion to ſhew, by 
any arguments, the certainty of future rewards and puniſh- 
ments, according to the doctrine of the New Teſtament. For 
I am well aſſured, the Doctor ſtedfaſtly believes them, and 
abhors from his very ſoul all ſuch conſequences, which ſo na- 
turally reſult, and muſt neceſſarily ariſe from What he bas 
advanced ; whereby ſo great encouragement is given to infide- 


lity, and ſo much injury done, or likely to enſue" from 


thence to the chriſtian. cauſe, For if the Doctor himſelf is 
at all to be regarded, then all thoſe who bear the chriſtian 
name and character, are under , indiſpenſable obligations, not 

only to conform, and become obedient unto; but allo to eſteem 
and look upon the poſitive inſtitutions of God, equally ſacred 


and inviolable with thaſe, which are moral and unchangeable. 


Dor tbheſe are his own words. 


| © The poſitive duties of our holy religion are equally.ſacred, 


and demand from us, if we i conviction ay fey | 


My Remark s p. 1, Fg 
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and in decency of character, if we are only nominal, nay, 
if we are hypocritical, and merely mercenary chriſtians, he 
<ſame outward regard and ſtrict obſervation, as thoſe which 
Fare moral and unchangeable. Tho' they are not of the 
© ſame importance and intrinſic dignity, they are, and muſt 
< be equally inviolable, becauſe there is but one enaQting autho- 
< rity with reſpect to both the laws of nature. and revelation : 
© and tho” the former may be received, as fit rules of conduct, 
© they can never be obeyed as laws of government, but upon 
the very ſame foundation and ground. of authority. For. 
 Enature cannot be ſuperior to God, becauſe it is the conſti- 
© tution and creature of God; it can therefore have no pre- 
© tence to controul his will ſuper naturally revealed: for in 
© both caſes the wiſdom is the ſame, and the right of govern- 
© ing the ſame. A chriſtian therefore, to whom alone I am now 
 <addrefling'my diſcourſe, muſt yield exact obedience to the 
< poſitive inſtitutions of the chriſtian doctrine on the ſelf- ſame 
S on which he thinks it is his duty to conform 
© from motives of religion, or acknowledgment and ſuitable 
© veneration/ of the ſupreme deity, to the eternal and univer- 
© fal rules of virtue and morality. *.. WED 67s 
When therefore any of us acknowledging the authority 
© of Chriſt, and the divinity and truth of his religion, live 
in the omiſſion of any poſitive duty, which he in the name 
© of God, and as inveſted with his ſupreme authority, has 
© enjoined upon us, we act in ſuch a manner, as is not 
< only abſolutly inconſiſtent with the character we aſſume, and 
© ſhould think it our honour to bear, of being his:diſciples, 
< but in a way that is a contradiction to itſelf, and to all the 
natural principles of reaſon. For there is no one clearer 
and more” certain principle of everlaſting and unalterable 
right, within the whole extent and ſcope of. moral duty 
chan this, that the omnipotent creator and ſovereign ruler, 
© whoſe dominion is unlimited, and who is abſolute: in wiſe 
„dom, änd in all moral excellence, ſhould ''be--reverenced, 
c hondured, ee e in all-his laws, in all the diſcoveries 
and dedlarations of his will, whether by the voice of na- 
tubes or by extraordinary methods of revelation,” And in no 
one point ean there be the leaſt juſt ground to object, with- 
vout ſuppoſing that he is a capricious, arbitrary, tyranical 
© being, who is not in the abſtract propriety and truth f 
things fit ti be obeyed, nor conſequently, without entirely 
diſſolving, together with every inſtituted tie, the religion 
of nature and reaſon itſelf.“ 17 0 
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Thoſe truths are expreſſed in ſuch ſtrong and glaring, te 

that every common reader may diſcern the juſt ſenſe, 
make the proper; remarks ; and therefore I. 3 to 

next paragraph, after the Doctor 0 fingle objection, as follows, 


XVI. The pernicious conſequences, of narrowing the 
G foundations of chriſtian tony never a ry * 
5 ſtrong and glaring a light, as in the church of Rome, 
which, aſſuming to itſelf the name of the catholic chure 
© and treating all of a different perſuaſion as hereticks an 
9 * reprobates, has maintained, for ſeveral ages, a factio 
* againſt common chriſtianity, and the natural rights « 
£ mankind z and ſupported it by ſuch deteſtable png Þ 
G - Cytanhy, and perſecution, as are an infinite ſcandal to Felt 


gion, and a. reproach even to human nature. In _ g 
broth 


< inſtance in the barbarities, executed on our. poor. | 


abroad, in. ſeveral parts of Europe; and, particu larly in 


that refinement, and horrid monſter, of cruelty, the court 


< of inquiſition. Bat we need not ſeek for forei inſtances, | 
ah modem? 


* ſince the hiſtory of our own nation will fur 
© provfs; that this anti-chriſtian church, for been it's 


« intereſts; and the extirpation of hereſy, has not ſcrupled to 


© conſecrate treaſon and murder, and commit ſuch vile enory 
* mities, as we may defy atheiſm itſelf to exceed: and which, 
if they were really dictated by the chriſtian: ſpirit, would 


render our now excellent. religion a wicked deſtrugtive 


ſcheme, and juſtly ex poſe it to the ſcorn. and indignation of 
< mankind. . The fepreſenting theſe things in their natural 
6 * colours, without artificial and ſtudied aggravations, muſt 

© be. ſufficient to raiſe a ſtrong deteſtation of the contracted 


* and ſlaviſn principles, from whence they proceed, 8 | 


© there are any ſeeds of ela my OPS 9-6 
zaum T 


This paragraph i is vey tl jo 
not to inform the judgment, to clear the e andeyidery 


his new ſcheme to the underflaniling, ſo much as tp gaiſe 


influence the | paſſions, and thereby leave ſome: yielding, mp 


preſſions upon the minds of his readers, in favour of what bg 
is ſo fond of promoting; without the leaſt authority tom 
word of +Gods/or-the univerſal pra 
for enen amg Nor. 
from it at all juſt. | 
church of Nome, toy fork 
Goſpel; and inſtea 42 
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berſhip and communion to the juſt and moſt reaſonable bar- 
rier, which Chriſt himſelf eſtabliſhed, has violated all the 
bounds and principles of moderation and humanity, to en- 
force and compel an implicit aſſent, and abject ſubmiſſion to 
her own : abſurd doctrines, and corrupt inventions, with 
which ſhe has made all nations drunk ; yet does it at all follow 
from thence, that no church ought to pay regard and keep 
cloſe to the commands and inſtitutions of Chriſt ; that chriſtian 
communion and fellowſhip ſhould be left without any order or 
limits; or that Chriſt's Holy Supper ſhould be made common to 
all, and his church or vineyard laid waſte for ſuch to enter, as 
| Chriſt himſelf has expreſsly and ſolemnly excluded? John iii. 
3. 5. Can Dr. F. poflibly think, that the horrid cruelties 
which the church of Rome, and her accurſed ingui ſition have 
perpetrated, are the natural effects of keeping cloſe to Chriſt's 


command in excluding unbaptized perſons from church privis + 


leges ? Or can he call a fri obſervation and inflexible adhering 
#0 the original pian of inſtitution, a narrowing the foundations of 
ehriftian communion, or contracted flaviſh principles, not dic- 
rated 'by the chriſtiun ſpirit, but to be ſtrongly deieſted, where 
there are any ſeeds of ingenuity, any remains of tenderneſs and 
compaſfien'? If ſo, how could he aſſert of the ordinance of Bap- 
tiſm, that it is ©-wiſely calculated to ſubſerve the great pur- 
© poſes of virtue, and the ultimate end of all true religion, 
© zhat the obligation of it reſults wholy from the will of God 
© the ſupreme lawgiver, and that the original plan of inſti- 
© tution ought in every circumſtance, to be ſtrictly obſerved, 
and inflexibly adhered to. . . that no ſituation, no plea of 
© inconvenience, can juſtify our introducing and ſubſtituting 
© a human ordinance inſtead of a divine. That it it an ap- 
b pendage fence and help to true religion, intended and 
© adapted to cheriſh good: purpoſes and promote a virtuous 
0 life * The inconſiſtency and great contrariety of theſe 
things, with what he here pleads for, is too apparent, and 
uk n to the truly conſiderate take off all regard to what he has 

In this ſermon advanced, ſo very contrary to himſelf, to the 
whole ſeope of the New Teſſament, to the end and deſign of 
the fo author of gn (cf A to the pee and nature 


en 0 Pie 3 the gd 1 3 kes at Hrifent; 


2 to draw a'veil over ſuch ſcenes of horror, and turn your 


* minds to mote pleaſing feſlections, to ſentiments of joy and 


gratitude; gratitude to the ſovereign diſpoſer of all things, 
* for for having delivered us From the fear of our — :diſap- 


pointed 
* 33 P: paragraph yi & y. 
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pointed their repeated attempts, to bring us again under an 
© inſupportable yoke of bondage, to baniſh true chriſtianity, 
£ and. impoſe their own religion upon us, —A religion, the 


fundamental principle of which is ignorance, and implicit 


© faith; a religion, which is a contradiction to reaſon, its 
doctrines incredible, and its worſhip the very dregs of Pa- 
© gan ſuperſtition and enthuſiaſm ; a religion, which, by its 
© compenſations for moral guilt, by its ridiculous and flight 
© penances, ſooths and encourages the licentious paſſions of 
* human nature; a religion, intirely calculated for the ad- 
© vancement of prieſtly power and grandeur; à religion 


founded in fraud and impoſition, and propagated by vio- 


© lence and blood.“ 


We have indeed the higheſt reaſon, and are by gratitude 


obliged, to bleſs and praiſe God, who has moſt mercifully de- 
livered us from the incredible ignorance,. ſuperſtition, and ty- 
ranny of the apoſtate church of Rome, and has hitherto 4:/- 
appointed ber repeated attempts to bring 'us again under ber in- 
. yoke of bondage; but let us all carefully guard a- 
gainſt the contrary extreme; let us not grow indifferent to; 


nor ſacrifice any, part of real chriſtianity in complaiſance 


to others, either by giving up, or diſpenſing with the inſti- 
tution of baptiſm, in condeſcenſion to their prejudices againſt 


the truth: for ſuch a compliance muſt moſt naturally tend, 


not only to baniſh true chriſtianity from among us, but in the 
end to extinguiſh all regard to the chriſtian name. For bap- 
tiſm, as Dr. F. aſſerts, is a duty entirely chriſtian, &c; And, 
if the authority of Chriſt is not to be regarded and main> 
_ tained in that particular, why ſhould it be ſo in any other, 
depending on the ſame authority? Infidelity therefore muſt 
neceſlarily riſe, prevail, and be eſtabliſhed, as our regard for 


his authority declines, and manifeſts itſelf by our giving up; 
or diſpenſing with his inſtitutions. This indifference to 
Chriſt's inſtitutions, and the boundleſs ſuperſtition which Po- 


pery has introduced, are ſuch extremes of error, as very natural 

K bring to my mind what the Doctor ſays in his introduction, 
Vol. I. p. 12. But mankind, confuſed in thought and blinded 
by their paſſions, are too apt to overlook, the middle path, 
where truth, and right, and fafety lie, and center in one, 


or other of theſe dangerous exceſſes. When they have a 


notion of any thing as highly abſurd and injurious; they 
ſeem bewildered, and know not where to ſtop; and the 


a ' for ce of. their preju dices puſhes them on to an equal ä b 
*.treme, In order to keep, at the utmoſt poſüble diſt 1 
N | h 4 from 
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< from error, they fly Hkewiſe from the truth.” To which I 
fincerely wiſh Dr. F. may wiſely return, and inflexibly ad- 
lere; before it be too late wholly to prevent the fatal injury; 
vrhich his ſying from the truth is likely to produce. 5 


XVIII. Let us, my brethren, to ſhew us chriſtians, be 
careful to perſue quite oppoſite meaſures of conduct. Let us 
rodt out of our minds all narrowneſs of temper, all the ſeeds 
© of cenſoriouſneſs and of bitter uncharitable zeal. Let us 


4 eultivate an eſteem of all our brethren; and an ardent con: 
* ceth for their welfare. Let us bear with their errors, and 


© treat their weakneſſes with tenderneſs and condeſcenſion; 
Let us encourage and comfort their minds, and, by dur 
moderation and candour, aſſiſt their progreſs in the chriſ- 
7 tian life. Let us expreſs no contempt of them for their in- 
2 ferior attainments, and carefully avoid arrogance, and con» 
tentious emulation. Let not our kind regards be confined 
© to the patticular ſociety, of which we ourſelves ate mem- 


4 bers) but extend to the whole houſhold of faith 5; that in 


© the exerciſe of that univerſal charity, which our holy reli - 
gion recommends, we may have a ſtrong zeal for the ge- 
* neral-eauſe of chriſtianity ; a compaſſionate ſenſe of the 
< oppreffions and injuries; which our brethren, in any part of 
© the world, groan under; and behave towards them, in all 
reſpects; as perſons Who make up, with us, one ſpiritual 


* 


community, under Chriſt the univerſal head. on 


What this paragraph of the Doctor's contains, let us with 


chearfulneſd, care; and diligence perform, with whatever elſe 
the goſpel requires or recommends. Let us not renounce our 
allegianee to our ohly Lord and Maſter, ho loved us and 
gird for us; let us be true and faithful to his cauſe and inſti- 


tutions; jet us not defert; betray, or give up his ordinances 


in complaiſance to any, who are unwilling: to obey them. 
Let us not fell his truth for the favours eſteem, or praiſe! of 
men; nor for any other confideration -whatſoever. Let us 
not be wavering, nor grow indifferent to it in any particu- 


lat ; but let us be fledfuß, unmouable, altuahi abounding ii ile 


ori of ibe Lord, that aur lubours therein muy not be in vain. 


Det us therefore canteud earne/tly for the fuith once deliverei 


10 th ſaiint s, amd practite accordingly z tho? others deſpiſe, 
ant reproach us, and every where ſpeak againſt us, becauſe 
hey differ ſo widely flom us, and from the truth we main- 
tain! Rut whereunto:we] have already attained; let us mini 
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alu une bing let unt ty the fame ral. For as the m 
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of Chriſt's being bern, and the- cauſe, for . hg cum inte 
the world was. to bear witneſs to the truth, and accordingly. he 
witneſſed a good. confeſſion. before Pontius Palate. ; ſo it will moſt 
e us, as his true diſciples and followers, to imitate him 
alſo in a ſtrict regard to the truth, that we may thereby hold" 
out, a. light of warning and dirackian, to all thoſe — ert 
from bis precepts and commands. Nor can any of the funda- 
mental principles of the doctrine of Chriſt, be accounted- 
trifles of no importance, and unworthy of our regard; but 
ought ſurely, every one of them, to be fridZly obſerued, inflac- 
bly adhered to, and earne/tly contended for and more eſpeci- 
ally that which Chriſt ordained, as the initiating ord ance and 
way, of. entrance into his church, tho” it is the. moſt deſpiſec 
of all, and moſt obſtinately oppoſed by profeſſed. chriſtians, 

This ſurely muſt be the beſt way to enceurage a progreſs, iu the. 
chriſtian life, by thus. inculcating a ſtrict regard to che whole, 
will of Chriſt, in order to bring men to a full and uniſonm 
obedience to our great Lord and. Maſter. Let us therefore do all 
in the exerciſe of that uniuenſal charity, which. aur haly religion: 
. recommends ; for that can never require us te ana or degrade. 
the. authority of Ged in any thing. On the contrary, a c 
pliance with, the prejudices of others muſt of neceſſity create 
indifferency to Chriſt, and to the whole, of his inſtitution, as 

a legiſlator, whoſe laws may be diſpenſed. with; and, in che 
end, overthrow and ruin ' the, general canſe. of cbriſtianim : 
for the preſervation of which, in all its. parts, the Doctor 


one we ought onNtnt to retain. freie a. 2216 
XIX. Such diſpoſitions, and, ſuch a behaviour, are ab- 


< ſolutely neceſſary in order to our receiving, in à ri 
manner, the memorials of the body and blood of the Lord, 
<. without which, our remembring his death at his table ever fac 
< conſtantly, and with the greateſt ſeeming devotion, and think 
ing ot him, as our Saviour, with the moſt warm and vigoteus 
«. affgRions, will by no means anſwer ſome of the chief and 
hghigheaſt. purpoſes of this holy inſtitution. For we.gannat: 
demonſtrate our gratitude to God, our heavenly father, nor, 
to Chriſt, the graciqus and adorable ſaviour of ous ſouls; in 
any other way, than by keeping his commangments,.. and. 
< eſpecially, by loving one another, as he hath Siven us cue 
©. mandment.; by walking worthy of cvocation, .Wheres. 
ce. with e.are.called, with all lowlineſs and wick 
— re forbearing onę another in love; ande en- 
N to ene ee bond of 


peace 
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peace. And may the God of patience, and conſolation, - 


grant you to be like minded, one towards another, ac- 
© cording to Chriſt Jeſus ; that ye may, with one mind and 


one mouth, | glorify God, even the father of our Lord 


« Jeſus Chrift, Wherefore' receive ye one another; as 
© Chriſt alſo received us, with all our weakneſſes and invo- 


©- Juntary errors, to the glory of the wiſdom, and mercy of 


© God.” 


- As Dr. F. here poſitively affirms, That we cannot demon- 


rate our gratitude to God, our heavenly father, nor to Chriſt, - 


the gracious and adorable Saviour of our ſouls, in any other way, 


than by keeping his commandments ; ſo the chriſtian church, 
muſt be abſolutely inexcuſable, and will undoubtedly be 
guilty of a very heinous fin, when ſhe diſpenſes with any 


perſons obedience to the leaſt of his known commands, or - 


inſtitutions injoined in the Goſpel, For can there be a higher 


affront to, or greater diſhonour put upon God and Chrift, 


than for the church, openly and arbitrarily, to take upon her- 
ſelf a power, in that way and manner, to annul and degrade the 
authority of God our heavenly father, and Chriſt the gracious 


and adorable Saviour of our ſouls? Her ſin in this muſt be 


much greater, and of a far more pernicious conſequence, 
than that of any particular perſon's neglecting, or even re- 
fuſing to obey, and to keep Chriſt's commandments in their 
own perſons; becauſe ſhe muſt not only act equally againſt the 
dictates of reaſon, the convictions of conſcience, and the expreſs 


words of Chriſt; but alſo, as her influence is more extenſive, 


fo the evil muſt ſpread farther, and give an univerſal ſanction 
to diſobedience. OM Of eto. Ms Zi, ou 

And, if particular perſons neglecting, or refuſing to teep' 
the commandments in the Goſpel, demon/irates, as the Doctor 
here ſays,” a want of gratitude in them to God our heavenly 
father, and 10 Chrift our gracious and adorable Saviour ;' 


| ſurely ſach a diſpoſition” and bebaviour, muſt . abſolutely” 
unſit them for receiving in a right manner, the memorials 
of the body and blood of the Lord. For, without ſuch gra- 


titude in our hearts, ariſing from a juſt ſenſe of the ſpecial 


benefits of the Goſpel, our remembring Chriſt's death at his 
table ever ſo conſtantly, and with the greateſt ſeeming devotion,” 
and thinking of bim, as our Saviour, with the moſt warm and 


= vigorous affetions, will by "no means anſwer ſome of the chief 
and higheſt purpoſes of this holy inſtitution. © Let us therefore 
dave reſpeci unto all Chris commands; let us in gratitude' 


o him kvep, and do whatſoever be hath commanded us; 1 us 
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love one another as he hath given us commandment; let us walk - 
worthy of the vocation, wherewith we are called, with all lowli= 
neſs and meekneſs, with long-ſuffering, forbearing one another 
in love; and endeavouring to keep the unity of the ſpirit in the 
bond of peace and truth. And, therein, may the God 7 patience 
and conſolation, grant you to be lite minded one towards another, 


in the truth, according to Chriſt Feſus, that we may with one 


mind and one mouth glorify God, even the Father of our Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt. „ e receive ye one another; as Chriſt alſo 
received us, with all our weakneſſes and involuntary errors, to 
the glory of the wiſdom and mercy of God ; whoſe inſtitutions 

are not in any thing to be exceeded, abridged, or amended - 
by man. | 


E EE E. d he E dr c rhe he hr hehe 


CONCLUSION. 
Reverend Sir, | 2 5 

1 HAVE now gone quite through your Sermon; and, I hope 
1 have fully anſwered all your pleas for promiſcuous mixed 
communion ;3 Which, in my judgment, have no force or 
evidence in them. But, if your ſcheme ſhould ever prevail, 
and be generally praQtiſed among chriſtians, it muſt, in its 
natural tendency, prove deſtructive to chriſtianity z unleſs you 
'can make it appear, that profeſſed chriſtians are under an 
' high and ſtrong obligation to believe, and become obedient to 
ſome part of chriſtian duty, and at the ſame time at full li- 
' berty to neglect, to diſregard, nay, to deſpiſe other parts of 
the chriſtian inſtitution; and that ſuch ſentiments and con- 
duct, are no diſhonour to Chriſt, but well pleaſing to God, 
- whoſe authority is thereby annulled and degraded : I fay, un- 
- Jeſs you can ſupport theſe contradictions, you have been do- 


ing an irreparable injury to common chriſtianity; and all 


your rhetorick-and oratory, ſo pathetically diſplayed in the 
many diſcourſes, which you have preached in the courſe of 
your lecture, or elſewhere, © againſt the growing and daring 
_ infidelity of the age, or, in favour of the chriſtian religion, 
may very juſtly be compared to the fine pleaſant Appian way, 
which terminated in a bog. For, had Tindall himſelf but 
- underſtood this, he might, by a ſhort ſentence or two, eaſily 
have baffled you in many important things, which you have 
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urged in your anſwer to him: tho' that valus 


Chriſtianity, a few things excepted, would, I believe, be unan- 
Werable, þ hered t 
ning, and the arguments therein ſo forcibly made uſe of in 
favour, of chriſtianity... But your receeding from ſcripture. ſo 
very widely, as you haye done in the diſcourſe I have here 
Fc takes of the weight of your reaſoning againſt in- 


* 


a 


: uſe of ; but, finding your Sermon upon Baptiſm 
or my, purpoſe, I choſe to omit every thing elſe, Nor 
can there be occaſion for more, unleſs I ſhould have a. call 
from you to defend this examination; which, I am per- 
ſwaded, will not be the caſe ; becauſe, I apprehend, you 
can never get out of the delemma, in which this diſ- 


comphaiſahce to other chriſtians has unhappy led you into ; 


and then, as you would wiſh- to be conſiſtent, utterly fe- 


-* not only, fathered upon., revelation, but ranked 1 


its fundamental, and moſt important doctrines. And, 


tions. of it may be attended with inſuperable difficulties, 
7 and always diſtreſs thoſe. who undertake the defence of 


them.; the original revelation, itſelf will, Lam perſuaded, 
tand. the teſt of reaſon, and bear even a ſevere and critical, - 


«<£, Provided it be likewiſe. an honeſt, and impartial examina» 
1 tion. natugs 261 Þ welt ob gry avs at ho wiilvulhai. 
t. oy therefore be juſtly preſumed, that whatever 
other Works of this kind the ingenious author may be en- 
v © ;gaged.,ing, they will not divert, him from the more neceſ- 
»* ſarꝝ bulineſs.of reviewing, upon all proper. occaſions, what 


+5 he has already written; and, that having appealed in 5 
— | | | the 


ble defence of 
{the pachr of; fc go i aa rex: 


Ely in that work; many. paſſages of which [might bave 
ufheient 
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CONCLUSION. $3 
© the judgment of the publick, he will not expect to be be- 

© lieved implicitly but think himſelf obliged either to de- 
« fend'it, or elſe, in à frank open manner,” acknowledge his 
< miſtakes, like àn honeſt man; and'fineete lover of truth.“ 
And you know, Sir, that ſuch an ingenvbis and bpen 
condnct has ſomething ſo great, ſo praife-worthy and gene: 
8 rous in it, that almoſt all will find themſelves conſtrained by 
« nature, and the univerſal ingrafted ſentimeht of what 18 
right and excellent, to approve, what but few have the 


1 


© piety and reſolution to imitate'*.* * 7 A 
| Bit if you attempt to vindicate this Sermon, or to defend 
your practice, you will moſt affuredly weaken atleaſt; if 
not entirely deſtroy among your followers, and many others, 
' that high regard, which every profeſſed chriſtian ought to 
have for Chriſt, our only Lord and Maſter; Whom as ſuch, 
it is their indiſpenſible duty to believe, and to obey in every 
thing. Inſtead of a ſtrict obedience to Chriſt, your ad- 
mirers will only be led to think contemptibly of him, as a 
weak legiflator, not worthy in every thing to be regarded. 
And Befeby, you will determine the doubtful and wavering, 
| and Confirm them, with every profeſſed deiſt, in their un- 
belief; and will your ſelf be juſtly looked upon, I do net 
ſay as the patron, but as the great promoter of infidelity 
to the ruin of the chriſtian cauſe, the beſt and moſf excel- 
lent diſpenfation, which God ever beſtowed upon mankind: 
conſe vetices, I am well ſatisfied; the fartheſt from your pious 
and d right intentions, but the natural effeck ef your good 
nature d too eaſy complaifance,””' oP 2 0 eng 
My fiticere wiſhes are, chat you may now act the part be- 
coming a faithful miniſterxr of the goſpel, conſiſtent” with 
what you haye at any time advanced, in favour” df Teriptare- 
truth; and for the intereſt of primitive and "unddulterate chr 
Hapity.” I remain, * 7177. 
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Ax EXTRAORDINARY FON DN ESs for ſome darling opi- 
nion, does often prevent a due attention to what is urged againſt 
it. Whether this has been the caſe with Dr. F. I ſhall not pre- 
tend to ſay. But, that my readers may ſee, in what 
light the arguments againſt mixt communion were ſtated, 
and preſented to him fix years ago, and never, that I 
know of, cenſured as inconclultve, or found fault with 
by him, I have thought it not improper, to reprint here 
two or three pages of my remarks on the ſeveral anſwers to 
the Pamphlet, intitled, Coriſtianity not founded on Argu- 
ment, p. 5- 1 1 
But, where our differences conſiſt not merely in ſpeculation, 
or the bare afſent of our minds to any fcripture truth; but 
alſo in matters of practice, or the manner, in which religious 
duties are to be per for med, as the ordinances of God, and as 
the appointments of Chriſt himſelf, there our different and 
- contrary proceedings muſt neceſſarily create confuſion and 
diſorder. Beſides, it would be moſt unreaſonable to expect, 
that any man ſhould openly countenance, and give publick 
ſanction to the performance of any act in the name of the Lord; 
which his conſcience aſſures him is no other than a mere hu- 
man appointment, or ſuperſtitious inſtitution, whereby that of 
: Chriſt is entirely ſubverted, and made of no effect. In this caſe 
therefore every conſcientious Chriſtian muſt be ſo far from 
openly countenancing, or giving publick ſanction to ſuch 
roceedings, that, on the contrary, his duty to. God, and 
his allegiance to Chriſt, oblige him to bear a faithful teſtimony 
againſt all ſuch corruptions, in order ta maintain and u 
hold the authority of Chriſt, the honour and dignity of his 
laws, the reſtoration and eſtabliſnment of the purity and 
| truth of his inſtitutions ; and, as far as in him lies, the-refor- 
mation of his brother from the error of his ways. And we 
are the more obliged to this, with reſpe& to baptiſm, in that 
our Pædo : baptiſt brethren cannot but juſtify us in our admi- 
niſtcation of that ſacred ordinance, by acknowledging it was 
the primitive practice, the way by which believers were in- 
itiated in the apoſtles days; and as they cannot produce any 
divine authority for the alterations by them introduced, their 
own practice is at beſt no other than a church, 1 had like to 
have ſaid Popiſh, tradition, And therefore, as I have ſhewn 
„ large in my ſupplement,- it is not we, but they themſelves, 
"who make the ſeparation. © They force us from them, and it 
zàꝝ at their door only, that the,. ſin of, ſchjſm muſt lie; becauſe 
two things Chriſt himſelf has made eſſential to the conſtitu- 
| "Re 2 -” tion 
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tion of, and gathering of members into, his church. One is 
a firm belief of this great foundation article of the chriſtian 
faith, that he is Chri/t the Son of the living God ; for upon this 
rock, ſays he, I will build my church : and the gates of hell ſhall 
not prevail againſt it, Matt. xvi. 16; on which fee my 
ſupplement, p. 12. The other is, that ſuch believers he born 
of water and of the ſpirit, without which, he aſſures us, no 
man can ſee, or enter into, the kingdom of God; on which fee 
my firſt letter, and alſo Dr. Mhitiy and Mr. Benſon, as 
quoted in my preface. EE OD 
Theſe therefore ought to be ſtrictly obſerved, and punctually 
complied with by every Chriſtian ; and muſt alſo be inflexibly 
adhered to, and inviolably maintained by the chriſtian church: 
which therefore ſhe ought not to diſpenſe with, ſo far as to 
admit perſons to the rights and privileges thereof, who do not 
profeſs to believe the one, and have not manifeſted that faith 
in Chriſt, with their reſolution of obedience to him, by ſub- 
'mitting to the 'other ; becauſe all ſuch perſons are hereby 
ſtrictly excepted or prohibited by Chriſt himſelf. For à ſo- 
_ ____ _ "ciety of Chriſtians therefore to receive unbaptized perſons into 
| their communion would be to countenance their unbelief and 
8 diſobedience, and with reſpect to themſelves, may be eſteemed 
a deſpiſing the authority of Chriſt, a betraying, or giving up 
his inſtitution, and a caſting off their allegiance to him. And 
in the event, it would be ſo far from preventing reflections, 
and hindering deiſts from attacking chriftianity, that by eur 
thus ſapping one or two of the foundation principles of the 
doctrine of Cbriſt, Heb. vi. 1, 2. and of our own ſelves 
taking away the fences, and deſtroying the very boundary 
| | which Chriſt himſelf has made, which J apprehend would be 
the conſequence of ſuch an unnatural or unjuſtifiable union, 
we ſhould thereby give infidels a much greater advantage a- 
gainſt us, and our holy religion, than they can poſſibly have 
from the continuance of our diſtin& and ſeparate communions., 
PFor when deifts obſerve, that Chriſtians themſelves make 
ſo very little account of Chriſt's moſt ſolemn inſtitutions, or 
of the right adminiſtration of them, they may thence” infer, 
and be led to think themſelves fully juſtified. in rejecting, or 
ſhewing as light an eſteem for his doctrines ; fince if he was 
divinely inſpired, and really came from God, all that he de- 
livered, muſt be equally obſerved by his profeſſed diſciples and 
followers, who, as ſuch, can never be abſolved from a moſt 
ſtrict and careful regard, and obedience to the whole of his 
. Inſtitutions. ' Nor is it their duty to have this regard to 
Chhriſt's inſtitutions themſelves only, but alſo to promote the 
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fame ip others ſo far as they are able 3 Which 127 Chriſtig 
are very far from doing, who pretend t. 5 Hrefeſſars of 7050 
denominations, nay, that . . e may all commu 
nicate, or eat. bread, an 5 11000 togeth er 18 AM Y 155 
Ae. in remembrance of C brift - bich bee 18 with 
Evils, is NEE founded. on the” word o 
tice of the church in any age; nor yet upon the reaſon and 
nature of things, but only upon mere complaila ance, under 
the falſe notion of manifeſſing their charity to other Chrifti- 
ans. But ſurely our love and regard are due to Chriſt, to 
his inſtitutions and laws, more than to any man, or body 0 
men whatſgever 3 and therefore it muſt be yer unjuſtifiable 
in us, 2 89 up the former, for the fake of the latter, be- 
cauſe, be that toueth father, or mother, wife, or c hildren, 
Sie, wy fefters, or any thing, even h his. $77 n life 5 morę than 
Chriſt and bis ways, is not 175 of him, Matt. x. 32—39- 
| Luke Xiy...25—3I. An d, p. 14 , ſurely 50 churches, which 
carried the reformation, 175 as net to give the leaſt 
ndle to Deiſts, by an open 
Warrantable d 015 C it's moſt fol dlemn in dee, 
ought 25 carefully bd. ? F908 eines the moſt Want orcalion 
ox ſaying, That we. are bapti⸗ ourſelves, e we 
countenance other ig ſtians in ih ho en be 18 15 rift 
grdinance, by e Lp re wit Lord's 1 
ble; notwithſtanding we Tnow, anc Re 73 * Nong of- 
ſciences, they never were baptized Ac, $6 Chriſt's ap- 
aue e For 19 gethaps, may bf þ 
much like 10 PS. Our own heptiſ Wy may by HR 
bet 1 95 ic 5 5 now] e dgment, that 10” 
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The Letter referred to in the Addreſs. 


| Reverind Sir, 


4 3 11 
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a4 


Mr. B 


order; and, at the ſame time, made as much u 
liberty you ve me, as 1 poſlbly geuld ; though I ſhould 
have been very glad to have diflinguiſhed your words from 
my own, by placing commas at the beginning and end of 
each paſſage : but fearing, that ſuch marks might be inter- 
preted, eee to rc ce was obliged, tho 
greatly againſt my will, to omit even that diſtinction; which 
I have, made uſe of to my own words, where I was forced 
to ſupply what was wanting in your copy. | 
As you forbid my making any references to you, 


I was 
obliged to leabe out the text, and in two places ſome few 
words beſides, that it might not appear as a Sermon, which 
would have been very improper; but every where elſe I have 
carefully retained your own expreſſions, excepting one ſerip- 
ture, where I have given the text at large | 

I hope you will not be diſpleaſed with Ine for what I have 
done, tho' 1 have extended the liberty you gave me, much 


farther, perhaps, then you might imagine I would. For the 


publick had reaſon to expect the Sermon from you long ago, 
as you promiſed ſeveral of qur brethren, ſoon after it was 
preached, that you would print it. This has been hitherto 
negleCted, and therefore, as*T'thought it the right of truth, 
I could not help making ufe'of the liberty, you gave me; 
becauſe I apprehend, you had wholly laid aſide the thoughts 

of printing it. 
The firſt time I ſaw you at your lodgings, after I came to 
town atzzin ; I told you I had made ſome uſe of the liberty you 
| | 3 
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ö USSEQOM 
gabe me in two or three places, but without making any re- 
ferences, and if you had in the leaſt deſired it, I would have 
ſhewn you my manuſcript, but as you did not requeſt that, 
nor put any queſtions to nie about it, I did not think my ſelf 
3 to ſay any more. | | : | 
he book TI here preſent you, is the firſt I could get made 
up. You will find my two letters to Mr. » with what 
follows your own words in my introduction, and the cloſe of 
my remarks. upon Dr. Benſon, contain my ſentiments about 
mixed communion : all which I ſubmit to your candour, 
and ſerious peruſal, ſincerely wiſhing, that the great God 
may deliver you from every ſnare, and keep you from doing 
any thing, which, in the conſequences, may be in the leaſt 
injurious to the intereſt of truth, the cauſe of our great 1 
Lord and Maſter, or to your own character; which, I am 
perſuaded, both your own, and the avowed enemies of re- 
velation would greatly rejoice in, and improve againſt your- 
ſelf and chriſtianity in general, to the utmoſt of their power. 


4 


| T will add no more, but only to affure you, that I am 
with the moſt profound eſteem and real reſpect, 


Reverend Sir, | 3 | (8; 
| = 5 2 | F Your very much obliged Friend, = 

s 80 1 5:5 and very humble Servant, 4 
n 6. Eilingworch. 
| 5 | f 
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ADVERTISEMENT. 
1 H E beginning of the introduction to my remarks on the 
W anſwers ta the Pamphlet, i 


umount, unto e chree laſt nes of ade 3. the 
| It 


of ABS Here's ſermon on bi * 


to in this examination. And the only variations from his 


4 


copy are; p. 2. before line 10. add, to whom alone I am ng | 


addrefliry my difeourtF p. 3. inſtead of, The win 
tin, which ate the firſt words of my wic pf 
tor's words are, The duty, which, upon the preſent ovation, 
© I am more particularly led to conſider and explain, is one 
of that ſort, to which I have now. been endeavouring, 
© briefly to recommend and enforce obedience, It I. 33. 
ehriſtians, read, us now] 1. 34. I place the Word can, bien 
in his cop Sithvo ines i chus, let us proceed calm and 
with, inſtead of which, I have aid, Let bm with © "My 
fagraph ends with the word formed, but his runs on chi, © Aa 
© all that is wars to be offered for the conipleat iNuftration 
© of this f „ will fall im naturally under one or other of 
Stheſe heads 75 ing N But in my remarks it Rands thus, 
p. 86. Aud, I2 ht, all chat is netęffary for a ſufficient, If not 
e cot _ uſration of this fu 2g may de Teduced to ole, 
f for ſcripture expreſſion, read, expreſſion ud 
in 79 "te 10 l. S. add, of that moft wiſe, and holy, and 
= lept ſcheme of religion ; p. 88. 1. 31. dele, heir; 1.34, 


for, Of This Gal. iti. 1 in wegen read The textiſt- 


br 1. 41. for this, read e Kl for in the mme 
if the Father, and of the Bon; aud if the "Bl Gex, read, r; 
and p. 92. inſtead of the Keine at length the Doctot's 
| Wotds are, If Tajs this gteat apoſfie, ye be cirtumelfed, ye 
become debtors to the whole law (Which law ran'in*this Tekr- 
ft rigid fRtzin, curſed is every one, that continueth hot in alt 
8 Yo < Which ire written in the book of the law do to them) 
© Ehrift is of no effect unto 857 Chriſt will profit you nrothi 
and ye ate fallen from grace; p. 94. l. 18. for 8. Pal, read 
tte text; p. 95. 1.5, dele A4 12 16. and aftet corAude; add 
this BAY Bar all that is between difficulty, p. 87. to this 
i ſufficient, p. 88. is wholly my own, the Doctot having not 
Written any thing, bat delivered what he ſaid upon that pbint 


exthmpore. Theſe ate the places, to which my laſt letter e 


few, and thus cotrected, my readers have, in my Tetnark 
_ Doctor's 15 words intire, 925 eee Serm̃ 1 
from him. is © 0 i 1 55 e LOR: Id” be Ts 
get to prevent of Lee in 
dart the Doctor's fertle, ch Thane mo contiefteigoff/, 
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POSTSCRIPT. 


AF TER I had finiſhed my examination of Dr. Faſter's 
44 Sermon, I met with another wild imagination, in a let- 
ter, contrived to encourage, and calculated to promote, the 
ſame purpoſes of promiſcuous communion, in theſe words : 
© That, at the firſt inſtitution of the Holy Supper, it ſeems 
© probable to me, that our bleſſed Saviour adminiftred it to 
© none, that had received Chriſtian Baptiſm : for that the 
© twelve Apoſtles then had not, is I think very evident; 
the true chriſtian baptiſm was not a chriſtian ordinance ; nor 
was it poſſible therefore that it ſhould be adminiſtred to any, 
till after our Lord's reſurrection and aſcenſion into heaven: 
— that Chriſt's own baptizing (—) and the baptiſm 
which his diſciples adminiſtred was only a bap- 
tiſm into the belief of the Meſſiah to come ; —— and if this 
be true; that baptiſm is not at all times, and in all caſes, 
< abſolutely neceſſary to church memberſhip, muſt be a point 
decided beyond all juſt exception.” | 

But this, ſurely, mutt be for want of duly conſidering the 
ſcriptures, and the nature of things. We have a maxim, 1 
believe, univerſally allowed to be true, by all faithful Pro- 
teſtants ; viz, that every thing which is new in religion is 
falſe. Now, beſides the novelty of this opinion, and its 
carrying in it a charge, that neither the apoſtles of our Lord, 
nor any other chriſtians, who have lived ſince their times, 
ever underſtood the nature and extent of Chriſt's inſtitutions, 
till the inventer of this ſuppoſition, it is alſo attended with 
ſeveral other groſs abſurdities ; namely, that true chriſtian 
baptiſm was not a chriſtian ordinance, till after Chriſt's re- 
ſurrection and aſcenſion into heaven: that the baptiſm, 
which Chriſt himſelf practiſed, and which his diſciples ad- 
miniſtred by his order, to thoſe whom he himſelf converted, 
was not true chriſtian baptiſm : that, tho Chriſt himſelf 
preached. the goſpel of the kingdom, and declared it to be 
 eretted ; though he converted many to this belief; though he 
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gave the moſt convincing and undeniable proofs of His being 
the expected Meſſiah; yet the Meffiah was not come: W 2 
though his diſciples and followers owned him for the Son 2 
Ged, and Ning ef Iſrael, the Meſſiah, of whom Moſes in t 
Law and the- Prophets did write, John i. 44, 45, 49, being 
convinced thereof by his perſonal preſence, preaching, and 
miracles; yet they could not beſieve what they profeſſed, 
but only lever in the Meffiah to come: that, 'though”' 
Chi e isciples heard him preach with greater power and au- . 
thority than the Seribes, and ſaw his perſon, and the wonder- * 
ful and moſt ſurpriſing miracles which he wrought, to con- i 
firm his Meffiabſhip, by a touch of his garment, of his hand, 
19 or by a word ſpeaking; though, they knew him ſo well as 
to follow him from place to place, and he owned himſelf to be $8... 
the Meſſiah; yet it was all delufion, they were not to. believe 4 
their ſenſes, for the Meſſiah was not come. Nay, according d | 
this ſuppoſition, the Meſſiäh was not come, when he i Ry 
tuted the holy ſupper, nor when he wetit Away from big” | 
diſciples,” and left them, © neyer more” to appear amon | | 
them till thoufands of years. after; in the: latter Thee £ vel off 24 


world; and conſequently he is not yet come. 7 aug * 
come or the Abfürdities and Echtradfgtjbnt, *thou 
more might be enumerated, which naturally atiſe from 1 00 >, | 
novel opinion, that Chriſt's own baptiſm, which was given to 
thoſe he himſelf” converted, was no other than Job's baptiſm, - 
into the belief of the Mieſfiah to come. But let us cbhſider te 
difference between the baptiſm of John and that of Chrift, 2 
John was only the. fore runner, 15 prepare the way f the ** 
Lord, and male ready à people to receive his ver fs and 
ſubmit to his inſtitätions.“ His baptiſm therefore muſt, of 
neceſſity, be omy into'the"belief*of the Meffiah to come, or 
about to iphext; becauſe, Jobn himſelf did not know -who-+ 
the MeMah' Was, till the time 6f his baptiſm,” when' he ſaw 
mm N 'Ghy 24 deſcending and remaining on bim, John 1. 
5 22. eto him — fays be, but that he ſbuula be made” pe 
200 7 We bet F herefore am J come baptizing- with" taten.. 
The great ends of John's baptiſm are here Sauce expreſſed, +. 
And as he was to prepare the toch, to make reach, and diſpoſe 
people to rective the Meſſiah; To” he directed, dt taught by. | 
difeiples, "to ſubmit to Chr 75 5 ON baptiſm, - Luke 5 N 
ſaying, "a9" St. Paul expreſſes it Ait x e 33 7 Tzu! | they 2, * 
fooul, belfeoe on him that Hold rome a/ er him x Fee 1e 
thejr belief ing and ebediebee to Chrith, by the trönget ius: pl 
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tives; eben the Hopes of n dit and detlating he Pugiſd. *q 0 
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Veg mga mig b. occaſion, be-teft 9e, and departed, Ain 
in | 

iſtjs We os Sint, and; inc ſorae reſpecte 
i ver. . f Jeb, 

? Ae ae Was: * in che 4 75 of the Meſſiah, to come, 

one 


| after their baptiſm, 
""y xix. 2. 
Were 
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they ſhould not. ſee-liſe, but. the ly Wc Cad. would. ahide-0n--, 


1955 Joo 70 Luke/iii. 1013. and this 8 


„ 


Ae . no man Me, be ſee;, ar = Kang into: = 195 ied; Gai 
ATE IN And, this preaching. of, Jebn, andf of: Chriſt, 
the pro as appęats, frown what ſompof\che.diſ- 

oe of Haig t to their Maſter, e ENG 22-26, Rabli 


les of. 
e eee eee 


e, baptizeth, and all men come. to him, Johns diſci- 
pla [23 others, John i. 37; Such ee and 
ſo great the number he baptized, that; when tbe Lord knew bor! 
the 7 had beard, tbat Feſus made and baptized, more 
diſeipies 1 28.0 in, to prevent the evil, which, their per- 
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appears from hence ; that, as 


e Were to believe and, to, whoſe; haptiſm 
they were to. ubmit, .when he appeared-; + ſa,it..wazalſoiade; 


þ ine Without: the. Marie of the Holy, Gholt. This 


s plain from the e we dayecof thoſe, Ae ens 

f ad ;neyer heard. of the Hoy Ghuſt, 
In, the cntrany, as the works: which Chriſt vi" 
cagdtim ie father s names and he, ſpoke, nothing, 
but as the, father gave bim commandwent? den his baptiſm; | 


being adminictred in his father s names they, who: believed. 


him to. be tbe: Meſſiah: and. Son of . already. come, re- 


_ ceixed.the Hay hott. as may fairly he. gathered from Mace. 
X. i. e Ch. ix, 1, 4. Cb. xi. drag. Fob 
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N baptiſm, "malt neceſiacilybaye 3 | 


beg c the els? of, che Medatiplready come, 8nd: thatcbe bib. 
_ elfgwas 3hatiVieſhab. Hor had;ivg like Zohy's. haptiſm, been 
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_ givearingthe helief ola Meſligh d Some, as this wild prey 
" tence Suppoſernit Rad been a, flain declaration to all men, that 


Jeles heißt was get the Mefſiahy; Hense therefore: it neceſ- 
28 e Wag bo real difference;:; between 


Cn 
1 nile 4-40 9 Aua baptiſm; yhieh, his diſgiples a mi- 


uring hix miniſtry, to ſuch as he * 
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ſelf converted, and the baptiſm, which the apoſtle's admini · 5 
ſtred / to ſueh as they converted, after, their Lord's. aſcenſion in- 
to heaven. And. if any baptiſm, that ever was adminiſtred, 
claims the title of true chriſtian baptiſm, certainly it muff be 
due to that, which, was given by Ehriſt himſelf, or in his,, 
preſence, and) by his authority, to ſuch as wert converted, 
by bis un preaching and, miniſtry. The. commiſſion there- 
fore, Matt. xxvili. 19, 20. is not the firſt inſtitution, of rus, 
chriftian.bapti/a, asishere-pretended; but was only H renew- 
ing and enlarging that ſacred: inſtitution, with. which Chriſt . 
began his own miniſtry, a little, before. John was impriſoned. z,, 
Matt. xi. 2. though, at that time, given to none 5 
of the dt ration Seca e in- his own . 
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re to renew, and. 0 £3 th . under 25 
hig diſciples had before acted, when they adminiſtred. baptiſm 
tothe Fetus only, by extending t ix authority, to preach th * 
gaſpel to;the-Gextiles allo, and ts baptize tholę, who.be My | 
throughout. the, whole world, Matt. NXVili. 19, 20, \ 
xvi, 10. Gore there ar and. Teachnall natians, e Ph 
in the name of, the. Father, and. of the. Son, and f th 5 Haly. 
Ghoſt: teaching, them, 10 obſerve all things whatſoever have, 
commanded, hun. and Joy, I am with you, ahvay, even -untoithe... 
- engofiths world... Amem The giving baptifm. therefore td the. 
Gentiles, as well as to the Tos ſesms to me the only differ a 
ence, between what, was ad miniſtred by. Chriſt or big. qiſeiples 
before. his ſuffarings and. that, which bis wel les adminif 8 
after his aſcenſion into: henven, A dr 
In order fog ghyiſtizn. church "membethio. and onde. 
this letter allows, That Job's baptiſm was. by. n 5 
« ſuffigient 5. 2s! read, that St. Paul, at Epbeſur te- 
< baptized. thoſe; ; who had been baptized by Fobn, and has: 
© thereby given it a8 his opinion, that Tobha's baptiſm, and 
$ rut SY GORE OO OS . 


nene 


the. — — ben Fiap —. ſlag to ( hrify's... 
baptiſm, according, to the directions Tabn himſelf had, given 
them, and, Which, St. Paul here urges, a the. Teaſonef for 

their being rehaptized. But, as we have not the let bint, .. 
that * perſons, whom Chriſt or his diſciples baptized by — 
order 


I POSTSCRIPT. 


order before- his ſufferings, were ever rebaptized, after his 
afcenfion, nor the leaſt ' circumſtance, to ſupport ſuch a 
thing; it plainly confirms, what I before obſerved, that the 
baptiſm, which Chriſt or his Apoſtles adminiſtred during his 
own miniſtration to the ewiſh nation, was the very ſame 
with that which, by Matth. xxviii. 19, 20, they were com- 
manded to adminiſter, to believers of al Nations throughout 
the world. 

That Chriſt's baptiſm was Arent ne more compleat, 
and perfe&t than that of Za. may juſtly be ſuppoſed, ' 
from the multitude of proſe lytes, who became ' obedient 'to / 
Chriff's baptiſm, and the great decline of the followers of 


Fobn, that little time he continued to miniſter; after Chriſt 


entered upon his miniſtry. © For, as ſoon as John knew who 
the Meſfiah was, by this fen from heaven, On ' whom thou \ 
ſhalt ſee the HolyGbs 1 and remainim on him, the ſame + 
7s he which" haptixeth with the" Holy Gen; be reflified and hare 
witneſs to Bs before all the peop 4 that be was the Chrift be 
Land f Gd, John i. 1. . Ch. iii. 26-36, - And 


thus, Having fully anfesefbc the lend of his being ſent, as de 
| Forerunner, that e r made we „ % Hrael, ts 
Prepurt, and make ready prople pr. the! 


rd, his miniſtry” | 
was ſoon after put an 290 10 7, erodhs chutting him up in 
priſon, Luke iii. 16—26. MEL 14. Mati. iv: nn, 
It cannot therefore be ſoppolea, that our: bleſſed FAS 0 
— 28 the holy Jupper 1 to none,” 10h had received thri ian" = 
; or, that the twelve Apoſtles" were never ba ptized®* 
- als For, Chriſt had long before pofitively afſerted,” that 
2 kaum aummt enter into his church or Kingdom,” except he ble 
tontky and f the Pitt John iii. 5; Which words, 
a er, ſcems to allbte, have a reference to baptiſm,” 
Beſides, in the nature ef things; there was more reaſon fort 
the Apoſtles to be baptized, than for Chriſt bimſeif to be bap- 
tized⸗; 2 as he would not omit ' obedjence'36® the divine 
appointbrient in any "thing; Mat}. ii. 15; f6*it' cannot be 
ſuppoſed,” he would countenance the neglect thereof in his * 
Apoſtles. here was 2 much occaſion for them to be baps * 
tized; as" for the multitudes which we lead of in the 3d and 
4th chapters. of John, or us there was to vebaßtiae we” eite. 


A St. Paul Was Tälled and choſen to de A0 9 
by rt himſelf, as well as the twelve; but yet, at the 
ſaftie' time, his 6deliches 16! 'baptiſm Wis fer before him, as a 

neceſſary aach. Adds ix. 68. And, as · Chriſt had taught the 
caity of baptiſm, in order to memberſhip er admiffon in⸗ 
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ples pal Acts XIX. 3, 4». 5: 
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miſſion: into his Church ; ſo St. Peter and the other apoſtles 
told the Jett, that they muſt every one F them be baptixed, 


Acts ii. 38. Accordingly the angel of God told Cornelius, he 


ſhould hear from Peter, what he ought to do + and though the 
devout Cornelius and his friends had the Holy Ghoſt given them 
in an extraordinary manner and degree, yet Peter com- 


manded them to be baptized with water, Acts x. 6, 22, 44, 


48: by which we know, form in this caſe muſt not give way 


to ſubſtance, Nor is there a ſyllable in ſcripture, which 


leads us to think otherwiſe, or that one ſingle unbaptized 
perſon was ever admitted to the communion and privileges 
of Chriſt's church or Kingdom. Chriſt ſaid to the Phari- 


ſees, the Publicans and Harlots go into the kingdom of God 


before you ; but the Phariſees and Lawyers rejected the Coun- 


fel of Gad againſt themſelves, being not baptized of John, 


Matt. xxi. 31. Luke vii. 28—30. And much more ſinful, 
ſurely, muſt be a rejecting the baptiſm of Chriſt, who gave 
a much greater evidence. of his high commiſſion and autho- 
rity to baptize, by doing the works that none other man did, 
John xv. 24.. | | N 


Moreover, this letter ſays, That immediately after the 
inſtitution of chriſtian baptiſm, — it was abſolutely neceſ- 
ſary (—) to a man's being a true member of the Kingdom 
or Church of Chrift, —— becauſe without it, a perſon 


could ſcarce, at that time, be really and conſiſtently a 
chriſtian. Baptiſm was propoſed and enjoined, as equally 
a doctrine and inſtitution of chriſtianity, with any other 


of Chriſt and his apoſtles, 
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fuſed to ſubmit to their authority. And farther, | 
That, as far as appears from the New Teſtament hiftory, 
none in the apoſtolic age were received to the chriſtian com- 
munion, but thoſe who were baptized, i. e. previouſly 
baptized by immerſion, upon a perſonal profeſſion of repen- 
tance and faith. Baptiſm' by immerſion always pre- 
ceded the being received to communion.* The apoſtles, 
therefore, muſt be baptized, - before the communion was 

inſtituted, or they would not have been admitted to it. 
But it adds ftill farther, - © 8 

© That baptiſm is of perpetual obligation in the chriſtian 
church, and the regular way of admiſſion into it 
* that tho firſt chriſtians actually were, by one ſpirit, all baptized 


int: 
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doctrine or inſtitution of it; the rejecting it therefore, 
was directly oppoſing, and openly renouncing the authority 
and no man could be - 
chriſtian, or deſerve to be owned as a chriſtian, who re- 
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into ane Sinly ; ; andiſinally, that. Chrift gude nh for the 
Church, that he \might ſan#iify and N cl it 7 4 [ bar 

ing of water, or by baptiſm,* - 

'Lihefe are great conceſſions, and all chat is ai to tabe ef 
the force of them is but groundleſs, and taking things for 
granted, which may be juſtly: denied, and are fully anſwered 
in the foregoing examination. The method of framing duties 
by inferences, is here condemned, and the writer adviſes, to 
admit. of nothing, as a duty, without the expreſs command an 
inſtitution of Chriſt himſelf, and this matter, he ſays, will be 
wholly decided. In this I readily acquieſee; for he muſt then 
. up all his inferences, and, inſtead thereof, produce the 
xpreſs command and inſtitution of Chrift | himſelf, for the 
churches receiving unbaptized perſons to <hri iam church 
memberſhip and communion ; and till this be gone, by his 
own confeſſion, it can neither be the duty of unbaptized per- 
ſons, though ever ſo devout and good, to partake of the holy 
communion 5 nor can it be ever the duty of the true chrif- 
tian church to:admit any ſuch into memberſhip and com- 
munion with her. For this would be to diſpenſe with, to 
repeal, or annul Ohriſt's exprefs command and inſtitution, 5 
pointed by him to continue .even to the end of the world ; to 
frame duties by inferences, and to admit 'of "things as Ak 

withaut the . expreſs command and inſtitution of Chrift himſelf. 
And thus, I think, this matter is by himſelf „ der ſdtd 


e e f ung ee, ou e 


5 Much more might be offered, to fhew ſtill kacken the 
inconfiſtency and weakneſs of this Jetter ; but what has been 
remarked, is, I think, more than ſufficient, to convinee any 
man, how wild and- N che Derr are e which it 
contains. 


* 
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The Ba priſm of. Infants a e ruicæ 3 
not help 11108 into à piece, that bore Ange a 8. 
And 85 reading it, I very ſoon found, that there Ry a, W 
difference between names mg a it e * th 127 to 
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ious from h 5 

I have indetd, for a long time, been cor Fig e that ſome 
perſons ſeem to think their opponents are ab 8 to apſwer 
every, the moſt impertinent conceit and triflipg. objeQtion, 
which their prejudices can ſug opeſt, or their cunning invent, 
in order to avoid, or excuſe themſelves fro ohgy ing A. a 
inſtitution of Chriſt; whilſt at the ſame time t fem, 
unconcerned about taking any 98 op els ans 
the arguments urged again them, 
determination of our author, who . 5 5 7 
557 7 ; nor 275 to. n any on t 
opts having ſeldom ſeen good ariſing fro 
i "Fee" ear colon 228200 * con Bis 
3 res nell, vice. hy did he pri 5 4 

to 577 1 dener ed Gor 
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impartiality? However, though he has plainly given up the 


cauſe, as may fairly be inferred from his own words above 
Cited, I will juſt add this one remark ; that, if every thing 


our author has ſaid were juſt and true, which is very far from 


being the caſe, yet his work is' but half done, till he prove, 
beyond doubt, that ſprinkling a few drops, or pouring a ſmall 


by vr he water upon the face, is really dipping or burying 


e whole body under that element. 

With reſpect to the matter and manner of this pamphlet, it 
contains a number of deductions from dark and obſcure, from 
contrary, yea, even from falſe and merely imaginary premiſes ; 
ſo that, either by not underſtanding, or elſe by groſsly pervert- 
ing the ſcriptures, our author has not repreſented the chriſtian 
religion, in an amiable and worthy light, as a clear, plain, 
and intelligible rule of faith and worſhip, ſuited to the mean- 


eſt capacities, whereby perſons honeſtly diſpoſed, and free 


from prejudices, may eaſily underſtand-and know their duty. 
On the contrary, the difficulty of finding out from ſcripture 
what our author ſuppoſes the univerſal duty of all 
chriſtians makes it a rule, in every reſpect, unlike the repre- 
ſentation I have given above, or what the Prophet 7/aiah 
ſpeaks of, ch. xxxv. 8. an high way ſhall be there, and it 


Pall be called the way of holineſs —— the wayfaring men 


though fools ſhall. not err therein, For in a juſt view of things, 
with reſpect to infant baptiſm being the duty of chriſtians, 
the ſcriptures would be ſo far from being ſuch a guide in 


religion, as is eaſy to be underſtood, and every way ſuitable 


to the capacities of all mankind, that from the beginning to 
the end of the New Teſtament, there is not the leaſt mention 
of this practice, which now univerſally prevails among ſome 
chriſtians. And the arguments, by which this author would 
ſupport it, never were, nor ever could have been, found out, 
underſtood, and comprehended from that rule only, even by 
the wiſeſt, moſt learned, or moſt zealous Pzdo-baptiſts, if 
they had really been guided and directed by it, as they pre- 

r 

© The thing he pleads for is. ſo far from being there plainly 
revealed to every chriſtian, that what he urges for its ſupport, 
and to enforce a regard to it, appears viſibly enough to be the 
production of all the art, ftudy, and contrivance of the 
whole party, ever ſince their firſt exiſtence, and coming. off 


from the apoſtate church of Rome with that corrupt practice ; 


of which they are ſtill ſo fond and tenacious, that they ſeem 


- * as averſe to a reformation from it, as the Pope him- 


can poſſibly be from apy thing, that his church has 
EE „ e .ſpouſed, 
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eſpouſed, at the expence of goſpel-trutb. And by writ- 
ing and pleading for it, as they do, they ſhew themſelves ra- 
ther diſpoſed to encourage popery and infidelity, than to part 
with their groſs ſuperſtition, and irrational corruption of Chriſt's 
moſt holy inſtitution, Nay, notwithſtanding the fatal con- 
ſequences of it, which have been not only pointed out, but 
_ plainly ſet before them, in my Supplement to the Sermons 
preached againſt Popery at Salter's Hall, p. 6. p. 68, and in 
my Remarks on the ſeveral Anſwers to the Pampblet, intitled, 
Chriſtianity not founded on Argument, p. 7. p. 84; and not- 
withſtanding the clear light which has ſo often been held 
out to them, by thoſe of our perſuaſion : yet they are always 
endeavouring to work up their miſguided zeal for that Popiſn 
practice into ſomething plauſible, in order to ſatisfy the ſcru- 
ples of thoſe, who are eaſily caught by ſuch unſcriptural 
deluſions. oy | i | 

But our author himſelf, with all the aſſiſtance he could 
gather from the whole party, ſeems not to underſtand any 
thing of the terms of what they call the Abrahamic covenant, 
on which their whole ſcheme depends, any more than thoſe, 
who have written before him on the ſame ſubject. Nor does 
it appear from their writings, that they have once conſidered 
the dealings of God with. the ſeed 'of Abraham, according 
to the promiſe therein made, that he would be a God to him, 
and to his ſeed after him in their generations; namely, that 
he would always ſo oblige, or compel them to acknowledge 
him for their God, that if they revolted and turned to idol- 
atry, he would not leave them to continue in it, as the hea- 
then nations, but his judgments ſhould aſſuredly follow them, 
till they returned to him, called upon, worſhiped, and owned 
him only for their God; becauſe, in regard to /braham's 
piety, choſe them above all the families of the earth to 
place his name amongſt then. . 
And the words of the covenant are ſo far from being re- 
ſtrained or limited to Abrabam's infant ſeed, as our author 
moſt weakly and abſurdly ſuppoſes, that, on the contrary; 
the promiſe made, and the obedience therein requirgd, is'only 
applicable to the adult ſeed of Abraham ; which is, perhaps, 
the juſt ſenſe of that term every where, throughout the Ola 
and New Teſtaments. For a true born Few of fuxty or eighty 


years of age is, undoubtedly, as much the ſeed of Abraham, as 


an infant of eight days old can poſſibly be. And therefore, as 
adults are the only capable ſubjects of the promiſe made, and 
the injunction given; ſo, if the terms were not ſo ſtrictly 
limited to them only, they muſt neceſſarily be underſtood, 4 
ö | le. M 2 meant 
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| meant and intended therein. And theſe words of limitation 
in their generations, do ſo clearly and plainly exclude infants, 
as infants, from being once ſuppoſed the proper ſubjects of the 
romiſe, and; obedience there ſtipulated, that nothing but the 
iſtreſs of our, Pædo - baptiſt brethren, for want of lomething 
er to uphold their cauſe, could ever make them fix upon 
a ſeijſe, ſo contraty to thę/ plain obvious meaning of the text, 
— — frequently do; becauſe; the. terms are. ſo ſtrictly 
— ded, againſt any ſuch conſtruction as they abſurdly put 
upon the Words, that it looks as if the divine wiſdom, upon 
ſoreſeeing their ſuirit and diſpoſition, had taken all due care 
to prevent the evil of making. void his laws and inſtitutions, 
under the chriſtian diſpenſation, by any ſuch corrupt traditi- 
ons, as have been introduced and pleaded for from hence. | 
But let us recite what our, Pædo· baptiſt brethren call. the 
Abrahamic covenant, whole and entire, without omitting any 
part of i 25 as our author has done, Gen. xvii. 114. Ihe firſt 
ragraph to ver. S. muſt, I think, refer to the covenant which 
God h had befare made with. Avraham. For the fickt verſe of 
It & hore that. ſincere piety, and uprightneſs, which God 
ed from, and had before found in Abram. as the condi- 
_ and motive for his making a new covenant with him, 
and renewing the promiſe of multiplying him exceedingly, re- 
Cited in the ſecond verſe. The third verſe records Abram's 
reverence..of God, by then falling down en bis face, and 
ying him. that homage. and warſhip, which was ſuitable to 
bay fotmer ready obedience to the divine command, when 
Ge od ſaid to him, Get - thee. out . of «thy country and. fram 5 

Andre 4. gud — thy father's, houſe, and come into the lan 
. which. I fell fhew thee, Acts vii. 3. The fourth verſe, with 
be laſt. clauſe of the third, ſhews God's acceptance of it, by 
Wh 6 talking . —5 him, and referring to the covenant before 
actually made with him; as for. me, be hald, my covenunt is 
_ qwith. thee, and thou fhalt bs a. father of many nations, which 
includes * promiſe of 4 great nation, and a bleſſing to all fa- 
milies of the gartbh, Gen. xii. 2, 3. And this is ſtill more 
— expislled, and confirmed to him, b y the change of his 
nx Abraham, ver. 3. And in the "iy verſe fill far- 
Be 2 additions are, made to it of exceeding. fruit fulneſt, and 
th Kings. ſhould deſcend from him; and allthis as the re- 
Ayard — his (piety: and faithful obedience to God; which 
r ts, out the condition, upon which his ſeed: after 
| alſa.be Ace pred. I ſeventh. verſe. makes that 
Soyenant laſtigg and durable; to 7 and. to his natural 
w (od ai en thu be Anilin Cd would 
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den Cod to him, and to his ſeed aten hini. But to what ed? 
Not te the infant, but to the. adult ſeed in their generatiamt. 
For an infant of eight days old is utterly incapable of chooling,: 
or worſhiping any God, and therefore Febouab, the Lord, 
is never ſaid to be, as our author pretends, the God of inſants 
in any ſenſe, becauſe, of their moral incapacity for 'khowing: 
or acknowledging him. And . belides, à generation of 
infants is a contradiction in terms. The eighth verſe; from the 
promiſe of temporal bleſſin s, A great name, and a land un- 
amed, fixes expreſsly upon the land of Ganaan, that - it. 
ſhould be the portion and inheritance.of Abraham, and his. 
feed after bim, that is to ſay; his natural deſcendants, for am 
everlaſting poſſeſſion in their generations, as before expreſſed. 
Now infants only eight days old are incapable ef 'taking, 
enjoying, or keeping pefleſhon of any land or country 3 and 
therefore, as ſueh, they are none of the ſubjects to whom, 
in their generations, God here abſolutely declares, I will be 
their God, or that they ſhall be compelled to on and ac- 
knowledge him for their God; becauſey as. was before hint- 
ed, in regard to Abraham's piety, God at this time choſe them, 
before all the families of the earth, io place his nume amg 
them. And that only the adult ſeed of Abraham weie hero 
intended, molt clearly appears from: the injunction and come 
mand, which God required obedience unto, in the ninth 
verſe, where the covenant of circumeiſion begins, (which-verſe 
is wholly left out in our author's citation) Thou ſhatt: keep my 
covenant therefore, thou, and thy ſeed after thee, (but when ? 
why,) in their generations. But infants eight days old are 
uttetly incapable of knowing, and much leis capable of keeps 
ing any covenant, either with God or man; and therefore 
cannot be the ſubjects there intended. God indeed is the 
common father of all infants, without diſtinction as well 
as of all men; for, as our. author ſays pag. 6. Infants 
miſerably  languiſh ALL ALIKE, and at la di uns 
der the primitive condemnation: ar judgment; and St. 
Paul aſſures us, there is no raſpef# of perſans with: God, 
He being the parent of the univerſe, - we are all bis offipring 3 
for in him we live and move and have our being, ſeeing he giveth 
to all life and bredth and ell thinge, Acts xvii; 29 8. But 
be is ſtrictly and properly the God bf none, but of thoſe, 
who worſhip and ſerve him as their God; for which reaſom 
the Epbeſians, before converſion, are expreſsly ſaift to bo 
' Without God. an thewirld, ch. ii! 1 E SITES 20 
Ide tenth. verſe. declares what the new covenant ws; 
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was to keep and obey God in, namely, every man child 
among yer ſhall be circumciſed, This is an act, which no 
man child, or infant but eight days old is capable of perform- 
ing; and therefore infants are not the ſubjects, to whom the 
command to circumciſe was given, but only the creatures, 
whom the proper ſubjects are here directed to perform 
that act, in obedience to the divine command. The eleventh 
verſe directs Abraham, and his adult ſeed after him, in their 
generations, what part they were to circumciſe, namely, The 
Neſb of | your foreſkin, and what was to be the proper uſe, ſign, 
or token of it, in theſe words, it. ſhall be à token of the co- 
venant,  betwixt me and you (Abraham); both which infants 
eight days old can neither know, nor perform, and therefore 
are not the ſubjects to whom the command is directed. | 
The twelfth verſe expreſsly fixes the loweſt age of the per- 
ſon, whether of Abraham's natural deſcendants, or others 
bought by bim, or by them, on whom the act of circumciſion 
was to be performed; and alfo the preciſe time, when the 
adult feed of Abraham were to perform this act of obedience 
to the divine command upon every man child, which ſhould: 
be born to them, in their generations: by which infants can 
in no ſenſe be underſtood, any other than as the paſſive crea- . 
tures, on whom that act of adult obedience was to be per- 
Tbe thirteenth verſe repeats, for ſubſtance, what was in- 
joined, and declared to be the uſe of circumciſion, in the 
three preceding verſes, in order to make the duty ſtill more 
ſtrong and binding, and that, without any exception, it ſhould 
be univerſally performed upon all the dependants of Abra- 
bam; and of his adult ſeed in their generations, He that is born | 
in thy houſe, and he that is bought with thy money muſ needs be 
circumciſed, and my covenant ſhall be in your fleſh for an ever- 
lafting\ covenant. The terms here uſed neceſſarily reſtrain, 
and limit the injunction, and command to adult perſons only; 
becauſe, it is impoſſible that infants of eight days ſhould 
perform it, or have children, or purchaſe flaves, on whom to 
perform the act, or manifeſt their obedience to this ſtrict law 
The fourteenth verſe. enforces every Jets careful obe- 
dience to this law, command, or ' covenant of circum- 
cifion, which God here gave them, from the tie of na- 
tural affection, one of the moſt engaging motives to ſtrict 
obedience, if they valued! the. temporal good and the ad- 
ya which! their ſons might enjoy under the Jewiſb 
Polity, by poſitively : declaring, that rhe uncireumc iſ. _ 
Ci iy chiia, 
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child, whoſe fleſh of his foreskin is not circumeiſad, ſhould be 


disfranchiſed, or cut off from enjoying any honour, advan- 1 5 


tage, or i in the ſtate, in common with their bre- 
thren. And the people are here directed to difown, and to 
expel them their ſocieties; in order to deter all parents from 
violating the divine command, in this covenant made, or law 
given to Abraham, and to his adult ſeed in heir generations, 
by omitting to circumciſe any of their ſons, and thereby mak- - 
ing themſelves a reproach, and doing the child a publick in- 
jury. Indeed, from the text it ſeems plain, that the pe- 
nalty was not to be inflied - upon the parent, for his fin 
in breaking God's covenant, by neglecting to circumciſe his 
ſon, as Moſes did, 'Exed. iv. 24. 26 though the laſt words 
cannot poſſibly belong to the child, till it came to adult 
age, and then made his father's ſin his own, by remaining 
uncircumciſed, after he knew what God required of him, as 
a deſcendant from Abraham ; ſince it would be very hard 
— unreaſonable, for a man to be debarred all ſocial privi- 
leges with his brethren, and not be allowed the benefit of an 
heathen proſelyte, for his parents fault. And therefore, às the 
eciſe time, when the Jaw was to be fulfilled, the eighth day, 
| pn inſerted after the word circumciſed ;- ſo I preſume, 
the ſon's making his father's ſin his own by refuling cir- 
cCumciſion, after he knows it to be God's command, that 
every male ſhould be circumciled, muſt be the fin, rr 
in the penalty. _ 
The latter part of the 3 nue Abraham's ready. and 
exact obedience to the divine law, in this ſecond covenant, 
by circumciſing himſelf, his ſon Iſhmael, and every other 
male born in his houſe; or bought with his money, en the 
je ſame day, as God had ſaid unto him, ver. 23. 273 ſo that 
made e, and een not to mn God's Wr 
ments. 
Hence then; upon A Air and ſtrict nmümtihws or this - 
xviith chapter of Geneſis, 1—14, which Pædo- baptiſts call 
the Abrabamic covenant, it moſt clearly appears; that God 
made no covenant with the infant ſeed of {braham.'. Nor 
is there a ſyllable, to favour the vain, empty pretence, o 
God's taking them into a peculiar holy covenant * 
with him, as is by ſome ſtrenuouſſy pleaded for:: 
If it ſhould from hence be argued, that, — God! ppoi "i 
ed'circumciſion.the ſeal of the covenant, which he made with 
Abraham, to be performed upon all infants deſcended from — 
intitling them to the. poſſeſſion of the promiſed land; and the 
privileges of the 1 ſtate and 3 wo as under the 


. | goſpel 
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goſpel diſpenſation, by @ parity of reaſon, baptiſm may now 

be applied to all the infants of chriſtians, in order to intitle 

them to the privileges. and bleflings of the goſpel covenant by 

Chriſt Jeſus; I reply, that this is a ſtale pretence, and has 
been very often anſwered. For which reaſon, I ſhall only 

adde that when God, in as full and expreſs a manner, com- 
mands baptiſm te be applied to infants, then it will be the 
by; of Shriſtians to have their infants baptized ; but it can- 
not he their duty ſo te do, before God commands it to be 
dene. For the. ordinance of baptiſm, in the nature of it, 
cannot anſwer any of the end-, for which cireumciſion, which 
required no moral qualifications in the ſubject, was very 
ſuitably adapted, When applied to infants ;| becauſe, it was, 
| as the apoſtle ſays, g ſeal of the righteouſneſs of that faith 
| auwbich Abraham had being uncircumciſed, which faith of his, 

- and the obedience reſulting from it, recommended him fo 

| | highly to the eſteem and fayour of God, that he was pleaſed © 

| | 40 appoint a vilible-memorial thereof, in the fleſh of cvery  ' 

| male deſcended from him. And the viſible: mark or token 

| of this in their fleſh, when they came to adult age ſufficient 

1 10 know and underſtand the reaſon of it, could not N 

If dem in mind, of chat frame and diſpoſition of ſoul which. 

| 


Moſt acceptable to God; and ſo might tend to excite in chem | 3 
| 2 ſuitable care to pleaſe and pbey God, in hopes of his accept- 
nn nge, and continuing them in poſſeſſion of the promiſed land, 
| p if not of their receiving from him ſomething of the like fa- 
| ; yours and bleſſings, beſtowed: or gonfetred upon Abrabam. 
| But, as baptiſm. leaves not the leaſt mark or token in the 
| fleſh, ſo it is an ordinance only ſujted to the fate of adult 
pPerſons, who are capable of the moral. qualifications required 
in ſcripture of all the ſubjects of it. And they, who hereby 
enter into covenant with God, before many witneſſes, voluri- | 
tarily lay themſelves under the ſtrongeſt ties and obligations, to 
purity, and holineſs of life. And as the bleſſings promiſed to 
baptiſm» are ſpiritual and heavenly, While the bleiſings pro- 
miſed to circumeiſion were only temporal and earthiy; fo, 
vi from the very great difference that there js between the na- 
[1]  tureand:evds of the tworinkitutions, we glearly ſee the wiſe 

: dom of {Gods in ordaining baptiſm for. adult perſons only, 

|| though he commapded eireumeiſion to be per ſormed upon all 

Eight 
C.. 


inſa ats deſcended: from Abraham: if they lived to be 
Hays old; And, as Dr. Taylar ſays, * Nothing is 
and bis deſcendants. is eircumcy/e their infants, en = 


2 * 
— 


18 53 ide propheſy, p., 230 


enn © 

© of our own heads ſhall pretend to baptize them witRout'his 
direction; the conceit is poor and low, and the action 
<. conſequent to it, bold and venturous: Jet him do what he 
< pleaſes with infants, we muſt not.” Beſides, as he ſays F 
in another place — © whoever will pertinaciouſly perſiſt in 
this opinion of the Pædo- baptiſts, and practiſe it accord- 
© ingly, they pollute the blood of the everlaſting covenant ; 
they diſhonour and make a pageantry of the ſacrament: 
they ineffectually repreſent a ſepulture into the death of 
« Chriſt, and pleaſe themſelves in a ſign without effect, 
making baptiſm like the fig-tree in the goſpel, full of 
leaves, but no fruit; and they invocate the Holy Ghoſt in 
« vain, doing as if one ſhould call upon him to illuminate a 
' $ Kone or aitree,? © .. 8 0 
And as our author ſeems not to underſtand any thing of 
the terms of this covenant of circumciſion, he ſeems alſo to 
be quite ignorant of the prior covenant, which God made 
with Abraham; though it is the only covenant, from whence 
St. Paul argues and enforces the right of the Gentile converts 
to the promiſe contained in it, (in oppoſition to the Judaizing 
chriſtians, who were ſo glued to the ceremonial law, 
that they thought the ſpiritual bleſſings of the goſpel 
were - confined to circumciſion, and ſo could not come up- 
on the Gentiles without it) as mw only of that faith 
by which our father Abram was juſtified long beſore the 
covenant of circumciſion was given, Gen. xv. 4—6. For 
that was given in - conſideration of Abram's ready faithful 
-obedience to God's command in the firſt covenant. And 
as the covenant of circumciſion no where expreſsly men- 
tions any bleſſings to deſcend from Abraham upon all nations, 

or upon all the families of the earth; fo it could not be the 
covenant, which the apoſtle had in view, in both his epii- 
tles, where he ſo ſucceſsfully oppoſes the judaizers ſtrong 
prejudices, founded on the eovenant of circumcihon. 2 
That our author was quite ignorant of the firſt covenant, 
which God made with Abraham, before the law of circum- 
ciſion was given to him and his poſterity ; or that he did not 
think it conſiſtent with his views to mention it, is plain from 
theſe words, p. 18. New, that the promifes, or covenant, 
s here referred to, which the - apoſtle affirms to be fill in 
„ force, and not to be diſannulled, muſt be, and is this co— 
venant, Gen, xvii, into which infants were taken by a 
_ 6 viſible right, is moſt evident; becauſe, this is the only 
16. covenant, in which God 7 made and confirmed 


+ Yide Propheſy, p. 244. 5 
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© /promiſes to Abraham and to his ſeed.” But, had he been 25 
intent upon ſtudying what is ſaid in ch. xii. ch. xiii, ch. xv. 


in order to know the true mind of God, as he appears to 


be for the ſupport of that Popiſh corruption, which he ſeems 
to be ſuperſtitioufly fond of, he might have known better; 
and, that the only covenant, which the apoſtles regarded as 
of weight and ſervice to the chriſtian cauſe, is that which 
St. Stephen in part recites, As vii. 2, 3, 4. The God of 
glory appeared unto eur father Abraham, when he was in Me- 
ſopotamia, before he dwelt in Charran. And ſaid unto him, 
Get thee out of thy country, and from thy kindred, and come 
into the land which I ſhall ſhew thee. Then came he out of the 
land of the Caldeans, and dwelt in Charran : and from thence, 
when his father was dead, he removed him into this land where- 
in ye notu dwell. But the covenant itſelf ſtands thus, Gen. 
xii. I—4. Now the Lord ſaid unto Abram, Get thee out T 


thy country, and from thy kindred, and from thy father's houſe, 


tanto a land that I will ſhew thee, And I will make of thee a 
great nation, and I will bleſs thee, and make thy name great; 
and thou ſhalt be a bleſſing. And I will bleſs them that bleſs 
thee, and curſe him that curſeth thee + and in thee ſhall all fa- 
milies of the earth be bleſſed. So Abram departed, as the 
Lord had ſpoken unto him, He forthwith fulfilled the condi- 
tion, on his part to be performed, and therefore was intitled 


to the promiſes which were made him. This is the cove- 
. nant, which God himſelf refers to Gen. xvii. 4. As for me 


my covenant is with thee, and thou ſhalt be a father of many 


nations. All the families of the earth were by that covenant 


to be bleſſed in bim. And therefore this is the only cove- 
nant, which St. Peter thought worthy of his notice, when 
preaching to a multitude of the Fews, Acts iii. 25. Ye are 
the children of the prophets, and of the covenant, which God 
made with our fathers, ſaying unto Abraham, And in thy ſeed 
Hall all the kindreds of the earth be bleſſed. 


__ . This is alſo the only covenant, which St. Paul refers to : 


Gal. iii. 6, 8, 17, 18, 21, 22, when he oppoſed the Ju- 


.daizers, by whom many of the Galatians were intangled in 
that yoke of bondage, the law of circumciſion ; | which 
1 them to the ſtrict obſervation of the whole ceremo- 
,Nial law, and rendered the diſpenſation of the goſpel of Chriſt 


_ unprofitable to them, ch. v. 1—4. That the apoſtle there- 
6 fore might remove thoſe deluſions, into which they were 

fallen, and eftabliſh them in the liberty wherewith Chriſt hath 
made us free, he argues from the merit or ſuperiority of 
Abraham's faith, ſhewing the excellency thereof * a con- 
7 | „ 55 ormity 
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Irmity to the ceremonial law, and then goes back to the 
driginal covenant, which gave birth to that faith, and made 
the firſt diſcovery of the great bleſſings, which were to come 
upon the Gentiles by Chriſt Jeſus, ch. iii. 5, 8. The ſcripture 
foreſeeing, or making mention, that God would juſtify the 
heathen through faith, preached before the goſpel unto Abra- 
ham, that is, God foretold or made known unto him the 
great bleſſings of the goſpel diſpenſation, ſaying, In thee ſhall 
all nations (or families of the earth) be bleſſed, For the co- 
venant, or law of circumciſion, which our author -weakly 
imagines to be here intended, is in no reſpect ſuitable to the 
argument, the deſign, nor the occaſion of the epiſtle. Nor 
are the words of that covenant, upon which the whole force. 
of St. Paul's reaſoning depends, to be found in the xviith; 
but are firſt mentioned in Gen. xii. 3, and afterwards repeated 


in ch, xviii. 18. ch. xxii. 18: in which places there is nothing 


ſaid of circumciſion, as any way belonging to this covenant. 
Neither is it to be ſuppoſed, that the great apoſtle could ever 
be ſo weak, ſo abſurd, and inconſiſtent, as to argue from 
the covenant of circumciſion, in order to overthrow all regard 
to circumciſion, the chief and principle thing contained in it. 
But laſtly, „ * nel 5 
This is the covenant which St. Paul prefers before, and 
oppoſes to, the covenant of circumciſion, in his 4th chapter 
to the Romans, from ver, 9 to 17; becauſe it beſt anſwers to 
the chriſtian diſpenſation, under which the bleflings of for» 
giveneſs of fin and acceptance with God are promiſed to 
a ſincere faithful obedience to the divine command in baptiſm, . 
For, as at the firſt call Abraham believed God, and it was. 
counted unto. him for gighteouſneſs, ver. 3; ſo now, whoſo- 
ever believeth on him that juſtifieth the ungodly, his faith is 
counted unto him for righteouſneſs, according to David's de- 
ſcription, Bleſſed are they, whoſe iniquities are forgiven, 
' whoſe ſins are covered. Bleſſed is the man to whom the Lord will 
not 1mpute ſin. And our apoſtle, that he might draw the bigotted 
Few entirely off from his ſuperſtitious regard to the law or 
covenant of circumciſion, aſſerts, that the uneircumeiſed 
Gentiles are equally partakers of this bleſſedneſs with the 
Jeus themſelves; wiſely arguing from the firſt covenant, 
that faith was reckoned unto Abraham for Pighteonfueſs long. 
before he was circumciſed, or the law that injoi a 
given. For, ſays the apoſtle ver. 10,” How "was it thin 
reckoned ? When he was in circumciſion, or in uncireumei on ? 
And then he anſwers the queſtion both negatively and poſi- 
tively, nat in circumciſion, but in uncircumciſion. And in the 
Iich verſe he renders the _— why it could not be after hs 
- es . Wa 


- 


it wass 
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was circumciſed, becauſe he received the fign or token of cir- 
cumciſion, as à feal of the righteouſneſs of that faith, which he 
bad whilſt he was uncircumciſed ; and from thence argues the 
extenſiveneſs of the bleſſing promiſed, that it ſhould be be- 
ſtowed upon all thoſe that believe, though they be not circum- 
ciſed ; that righteouſneſs might be. imputed unte them alſo, 
and they accounted his children, to the full accompliſh- 
ment of the promiſe made, that in him ſhould all families of 
the earth be bleſſed. And to this bleſſing, St. Paul farther al- 
ſures us, circumciſion itfelf gave no manner of title; becauſe 
it would be beſtowed upon none of the circumciſed, as ſuch, 
but upon thoſe only, who walk in the: ſteps of that faith of our 
ju Abraham, which he had being yet uncircumciſed, or be- 
fore he was circumciſed. For the promiſe, that he fhould be 
the heir of the world, the perſon. in, or by whom all families 
o the earth ſhould be bleſſed, was not to Abram, er to his ſeed, 
through the law of circumciſion, which was the only law that 
God gave by him to his poſterity ; but, on the contrary, 


' throagh the. righteouſneſs of faith. For if they, which are of 


the circumciſion, the law here intended, be heirs, then, faith 
1s. made void, and the promiſe, in thee ſhall all families of the 
earth be bleſſed, made of none effect. Becauſe the lat of cir- 
cumcilion, 'clogged with the ceremonial law, where it is not 


performed, aworieth wrath: but, to the Gentil families, on 


whom no ſuch {aw is impoſed, there is no tranſgreſſion of it, 
to work wrath upon them, as it did againſt does, Exod. iv. 


that in him ſhould all families of the earth be bleſſed, is 4 
faith, that it might be by grace; to the end the promiſe mig 

be ſure to all the ſeed ; not to that ſeed only,” which is of the 
lam of circumciſion, but to that ſeed alſo, (the uncircumciſed 
Gentiles) which is of the faith of Abraham, wwho is the father 
of us all, the uncircumciſed, as well as the circumciſed, on . 
account of that faith, which was worthily, and fitly imputed 
ga him for righitesuſneſt. From whence the apoſtle draws this 
inference; Now it was not written for his ſake alone, that it 
(faith) was imputed to him; but far us alſo, to whom ir. ſhall be 
amputed,. if we believe on him that raiſed up Feſus our Lord 
from. the, dead, who was delivered for our offences, and was 
raiſed again for our juſtificatian. i 
Thus have I given the juſt ſenſe, the whole ſcope, and de- 
ſign of the apoſtle, in this chapter; by which it plainly 
appears, that the great bleſſings of the goſpel diſpenſation, 


preached, forctold,; and promiech to Abrabam, in this hott = 


Jentepce, In thee ſhall all families of the eerth be bleſſed; 2 
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by St. Paul, ſtrictly limited and confined to believers only; 
to none but the adult, whether Jets or Gentiles, who attain: 
to that faith of Abraham our father, which leads them to 
obey God in all his requirements by the goſpel of Chriſt, as. 
Abraham himſelf did in all that God commanded him through- 
out his whole life. | ER | | 
- Infants therefore (excepting the happy means of an early 
inſtruction and education in the principles of chriſtianity, 
with the pious prayers: of their parents, or others for them} 
are, as infants, before the exerciſe of reaſon, univerſally ex- 
cluded from having any the leaſt concern in the great bleſ- 
fangs of the goſpe] covenant, being abſolutely incapable of the 
conditions or qualifications, which entitle to it, ſo par- 
ticularly, fully, and plainly expreſſed in Rom. iv. 5. 11, 12, 
13, 14, 16, 18, 24. Gal. iii. 2, 3, 5, 7, 8, 9, 11, 14, 22, 
23, 24, 25, 26, 27, 29. Many more texts of the like im- 
port might be produced from both theſe epiſtles, which when 
they are carefully attended to, and rightly underſtood, leave 
not the leaſt ſhadow of an argument for infant baptiſm, but 
are directly againſt it. And as, I hope, I have here entire- 
ly enervated, and overthrown, what our author «calls the 
foundation or charter of the church, the grand baſis, an which 
the ſuperſtition of infant baptiſm is ereRed ; ſo J have no 
occaſion, nor will my. deſigned brevity permit me, to follow - 
him ſo cloſe, as to expoſe all the weakneſs and abſurdity con- 
tained in his pamphlet. This 1 leave to the worthy gentle- 
man, who occaſioned our author's printing it, and. who, 
from the information given me, I am well affured, is much 
better qualified for the taſk, I therefore beg his pardon 
for meddling with it at all; which I ſhould not have done, 
but as I was in the preſs, and knew not how long it might 
be, before a more particular anſwer would appear, I was wil- 
ling to check the evil it might poſſibly occaſion, by letting 
the world know, that it is a work, not in the leaſt anſwer⸗ 
able to the title. And I alſo crave his indulgence, for a 
word or two to © the argument from antiquity, or apeflalie 
© tradition, which our author ſays, has not, perhaps, been often 
© preſented to the publick, in ſo contracted and clear. a 


t as 

its importance deſerves. It is principally _ the 2 ww. 
* this; — that the enſuing tract appears.” Preface, p. v. 

But firſt I would afk ; Does our author prove himſelf a fair 
reaſoner, by urging, p. 19, 20, the ſtale pretence, that 
the word teach in the commiſſion, Matt. xxviii. 19.. figni- 
fies to diſciple or proſelyte by the act of baptiſm ; and, at the 
ſame time, taking no notice of what Dr. Gale has moſt 
x So, | - learnedly 
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learnedly and unanſwerably ſaid in confutation of it? Or 
does he ſhew his ingenuity, when, ſpeaking of the fable of 
Zewifh proſelyte baptiſm, he repreſents it as the 4nown con- 


ftant immemorial practice of the church before Chriſt ; though 


there is not the leaſt mention, nor moſt diſtant. hint of any 


ſuch thing, in the Old Teflament, the Apocrypha, or in the 


New Teftament,” from whence alone it could poſſibly be known 
to be the con/lant immemorial practice of the church befote 
Chriſt ? Nay, 1 may venture to ſay, that there is not the 
leaft mention of ſuch a thing in any writing, from the begin- 
ning of the world, till ſeveral hundred years after Chriſt. 
On the contrary, chriſtian baptiſm itſelf was ridiculed, as a 
new and , fanciful ceremony, by ſome of the moſt eminent 
Jewißb writers, in the age immediately before the firſt books 
were Written, in which Fewi/b 6967 Woe Wh is ſuppoſed 
to be mentioned. That they had no ſuch, practice in Chriſt's 
time I have proved from ſcripture, in my ſupplement, 
p. 30 to 35, and in my anſwer to Mr. Emlyn, p. go to 99g, 
and have aſſigned the true reaſon of its late invention, p. 34. 
And in the preface of my: remarks. I have ſhewn, that no 
ſuch practice could be, without acting contrary to God's 
ee Exed. xit. 48, 49, given them by Moſes and 
Aaron, for circumciſing proſelytes and their families, which 
expteisly ſays, one law ſball be to him that is home born, and 
unto the franger that ſejourneth among you. What then muſt. 
become of our author's: #nawn, con/lant, immemorial pratiice 


of the church before Chriſt ? Indeed, to do him juſtice, he 


never pretends to prove it, but has only made it appear, that 


ſome perſons will affirm any thing, which they think may ſerve 
their turn. And this one ſpecimen of our author's ingenuity 
ſhews the little regard due to his worx. What follows is of a 


piece with it, p. 30. The baptiſm of infants was the un- 


< doubted practice of the chriſtian church, in its pureſt and 
4 firſt ages; the ages immediately ſucceeding the apoſtles; 
* who, could not but know. what the apoſtles doctrine and 
c practice was as to this matter.. 


But our author's undaubted practice of the chriſtian church; 


in its pureſt and firſt ages, is ſo far from being true, that ſe- 


'veral of the moſt eminent Pzxdo-baptiſts have aſſerted the con- 


trary. And indeed no juſt evidence was ever yet produced of 
any ſuch thing, till about. 200 years after Chriſt. Dr. Mbith, 
2 much greater and better writer than our author, ſays, 
That Dr; Gale's very learned letters prove. it to be doubtful 
and uncertain,” whether that practice did conſtantly obtain *. 
And Dr. Barlaw; ſometime Biſhop of Lincoln, in a let+ 
2484151 | ah | ter 
Dirt. de S. Script. interpretatione, prefat. \ 5. 
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ter © ſent to Mr, J. Tombes, B. D. upon occaſion of his learn- 
ed diſputations concerning the reſtoration of holy baptiſm 
< to its primitive uſe,” ſays, „I am a friend to your per- 
< ſon, (whom I have known, though unknown to you this 
„ thirty-one years) and to your opinion too, as to the main 
of it; for I believe and know, that there is neitner pre- 
< cept nor practice in ſcripture for Pzzdo-baptiſm, nor any 
“ juſt evidence for it, for about 200 years after Chriſt. The 
<« firſt, who bears witneſs to infant baptiſm practiſed in the 
6 church, is Tertullian, but ſo, as he expreſsly diſlikes and 
„ condemns it, as an unwarrantable and irrational cuſtom. 
„% And Nazianzen, a good. while after him, in his oration 
* eig &i Pamliopa, diſlikes it too, and would not have in- 
<« fants brought to baptiſm, till they were of ſome age, and 
<< able to anſwer for themſelves. Sure I am that in the pri- 
«© mitive times they were firſt to be catechumeni, and then 
©& gli ulis, illuminati, or baptizati, and this not only chil- 
cc dren of Pagans, or Pagans converted, but children of chriſ- 
<« tian parents, Nazianzen (though a Biſhop's ſon ] being 
< not- baptized till he was about thirty years of age, as ap- 
4 pears in his life; and the like is evident of ſome others. 
«« The truth is, infant baptiſm did (how or by whom l know 
“ not) come in, in the ſecond century, and in the third and 
c“ fourth began to be practiſed, though not generally, and 
„ defended as lawful from that text (groſly miſunderſtood} 
„John iii. 5. Upon the like groſs miſtake of John vi. 53. 
they did for many centuries (both in the Greet and Latin 
4 church) communicate infants, and give them the Lord's 
«« Supper, and, I confeſs, they might do both as well as 
<« either: but although they baptized ſome infants, and 
« thought it lawful ſo to do, yet Auſtin was the firſt that ever 
<« ſaid it was neceſſary, inde durus pater infautum. I have 
c ſeen what my learned and worthy. friend Dr. Hammond, 
« Mr, Baxter, and others ſay in defence of it, and, I con- 
« feſs, I wonder not a little, that men of ſuch great parts 
c ſhould ſay ſo much to ſo little purpoſe, for I have not yet 
es ſeen any thing like an argument for it 
Theſe learned Pædo- baptiſts plainly. ſhew what regard is 
due to our author's aſſertion, That the baptiſm of infants 
© was the undoubted practice of the chriſtian church in its 
© pureſt and firſt ages, &c. And his firſt teſtimony, p. 32. 
is of a piece with his aſſertionnnsssss 4 rind *: 
Fiuſtin Martyr, he ſays, wrote about forty years after the 
apoſtolic age; but the very apology our author quotes was not 


* Grantham's Friendly Epiſ. &c. p. 11. | | 
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APPENDIX. 
written, till after the middle of the ſecond century. And he 
has tranſlated a paſſage from him, not according to truth, as he 
ought, but with a particular view, if poſſible, to make it ſerve 
his own corrupt practice. He has alſo endeavoured to im- 
prove on Dr. Wall's unfairneſs, by changing childhood into in- 
fancy, ſuppoſing the laſt to have the moſt confined: ſenſe; 
and tho' he has made ſome atonement for this by adding, or 
From, after the word in; yet, at the ſame time, he would have 


his readers imagine they are terms ſynonymous, and mean the 
' fame thing. Whereas Dr. Gale ſays, p. 461 of his refleQt- 


ons, The whole ſtreſs of what our author advances ———— 
from theſe words of St. Fu/tin, lies in the ſenſe of the phraſe 
ix raider; Which Mr. Wall, that the paſſage might ſerve 
< bis turn, has unfairly, rendered in their childhood (but our 
4 author, in or from their infancy.) To convince therefore 
the moſt prejudiced, I ſhall ſhew the diſingenuity of our 
author's verſion more largely than ſo obvious a matter re- 
© quires ; for every body knows well enough that e Taifov 
* Tender not in but from their childhood, juſt as tis ſaid 


8 of St. Timothy, 2 Tim. iii. 15. that from a child, or from 


his infancy, as it ſtrictly fignifies, he had known the holy 
+ ſcriptures ; not that it can be thought he underſtood them 
< in his infancy, (or in that age to which ſome people would 


© confine that term) but only from his infancy he had been 
4 trained up in the knowledge of them.“ 8 Th | 


And after giving inſtances of the common uſe of the words 
from many Greek and Latin authors, and from the ſacred 
ſcriptures, he adds, © After all this I need make no farther 
comment; for no mortal can doubt but the paſlage in 
St. Fuſtin ought to be rendered thus: ſeveral perfons among 
< us of ſixty or ſeventy years of age, of both ſexes, who 


have been trained up in the chriſtian religion, or inſtructed 


in Chriſt from their childhood, do continue -uncorrupted,*” 

Now this makes directly againſt our author. And this 

was thought to be the true and genuine ſenſe of the paſſage 
Mr. Reeves, a learned Pædo-baptiſt; who could not pof- 


ſibly be under the leaſt bias to favour a practice, to the pro- 
_ deflors of which he was no friend, and fo could only be in- 


duced to render it, as he has done, from an inward convic- 


tion, that this and no other was the true meaning of Fuftirn's 


words, as appears in his tranſlation of Juftin, p. 35, 36. 
And I can produce abundance of both ſexes, who have 


7 from their childhood been diſcipled unto Chriſt, and lived in 
 _ © a conſtant oourſe of ſpotleſs virginity to ſixty or ſeyenty years 


« of 


AIs dy 
© of age; and I cannot but glory in being able to produce fo 
many inſtances of chriſtian purity out of every nation.“ 

But our author, for ends beſt known to himſelf, makes 
the paſſage, which he quotes from the ſecond apology, generally 
thought to be ſpurious, ſpeak thus : Several perſons among us, 
both men and women, of fixty or ſeventy years old, who were 
£ proſelyted or made diſciples to Chrift in, or from, their in» 
fancy, do continue uncorrupt.“ Is it juſtifiable in any man 
thus to corrupt an author to ſerve a turn, to deſtroy the har» 
mony of his works, and make him inconſiſtent with him- 
ſelf; nay, to make him, a Saint, prevaricate, or deal inſin- 
cerely with the greateſt powers upon earth, for whoſe infor- 
mat ion this apology was profeſſedly written, and under which 
he afterwards ſuffered martyrdom for the truth ? But, after 
all, what does the cauſe of our author get by his unfairneſs, 
when his on words, are underſtood according to the true 
proper meaning of them? For though he would from Dr, 
Wall ſuggeſt to his readers, that the perſons St. Fuſtin ſpeaks 
of were baptized in-their infancy, or ſoon after they were 
born; yet his conſcience; ſeems to have been convinced, 
that the paſſage ought only to be rendered from their infancy; 
and therefore he uſes that term three times, in three lines, 
and never uſes the word in at all. But, as I ſaid. before, 
what good does it do his cauſe? What is there in maki 
St. uin lay, I can prouuce ſeveral perſons among us both 5 
and women of ſixty or ſeventy. years old, who were proſelytæd 
(that is, converted to Chriſt) ar made diſciples (that is, they 
were taught and'infiructed in the chriſtian principles) in or 
from their infancy or childhood, and do continue ancarrupt & 
"Tis no more than St. Paul himſelf ſays of Timothy, that from 
4 child be bad knewn the holy ſcriptures. We may be ſatiſ- 
fied therefore, that the words childbond or infancy, in their 
true and proper ſenſe, had the ſame meaning then among the 
Romans, as they have now among us, and have had {ime im- 
memorial, as all proceedings at law, where minors are con- 

- cerned, do fully and plainly prove. For we have no reaſon 
to think, that the laws of the antients reſtrained infaney to a 
lower age, than our o.n; or, that the, wiſe Ramans, from 
whom we derived many good laws and cuſtorgs, permitted 
their youth to take poſſeſſion of their inheruance ſooner than 
we do- And the words of Tertullian ſtrongly favour this, 
where he ſaye, * That, according to every one's condition, 
* diſpokition and age too, tis moſt uſeful to delay baptiſm, 
6 [eſpecially to little children 8 our Lord ſays, 3 
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them not to come to me, therefore let them come when 
they grow up; let them come, when they learn what they 
are taught, whither they come; let them become chriſ- 
tians when they are able to know Chriſt, for why does 
that innocent age haſten to the remiſſion of ſins ? Men act 
more cautiouſly in temporal affairs; for this is to commit 
divine treaſure to ſuch as are not intruſted with an earthly 
eſtate. Let them firſt know how to deſire ſalvation, that 
© you may appear to have given to him that aſks.” | 
And if the words childhood and infancy had the fame mean- 
ing in Juſtin's time, as they have now amongſt us, which I 
think we have ſufficient reaſon to believe; then the true 
ſenſe of the paſſage in St. 7u/tin is, that he knew ſeveral men 
and women of ſixty or ſeventy years old, who were diſcipled or 
inſtructed and proſelyted, that is converted to the chriſtian re- 
ligion, from or before they were twenty-one years of age. I my- 
ſelf have known ſeveral inſtances of infants converted and 
baptized, upon profeſſion of repentance, and faith, and reſo- 
Jutions to lead a holy and virtuous life at or before they were 
fourteen years of age. And if God ſhould continue their 
lives, to the number of years which ſome attain, they may 
then be ſaid-to have been baptized into Chriſt, as long as our 
author would have us believe the perſons were, which St, 
Tuſtin ſpeaks of. Non oe 
Beſides, no Pædo- baptiſt pretends to argue againſt the 
common acceptation of the word feach in any other caſe; 
which clearly ſhews how very unfair and unjuſtifiable 
a thing it is for them to do it in this. Nay, Dr. Ham- 
mond, in ſeveral of his works, expounds the commiſſion ex- 
actly as we do; ſo that he therein flatly contradicts himſelf, 
when he would give the word a different turn, to ſerve the 
cauſe of infant baptiſm, Moreover, the ſenſe,” which ſome 
Pzdo-baptifts are for forcing upon the word teach, is 
utterly diſowned by many others of the greateſt learn- 
ing among them: ſuch as Cameron, Grotius, Rigaltius, 


O 


Dr. Barnet the learned Biſhop' of Sarum, with others. 


Dr. Whitby likewiſe, ſome what more largely, with his uſual 
modeſty and candour, corrects this miſtake. * MaSnreven, ſays 
he, here is to preach the goſpel to all nations, and to en- 
© gage them to believe it, in order to the profeſſion of that 
faith by baptiſm. * This he goes on to confirm, and then 


adds, I defire any one to tell me how the apoſtles could 


& ua ure, make a diſciple of an heathen, or unbelieving 
« Jer, without being a3yre} or teachers of them; whether 
* they were not ſent to preach to thoſe that could hear, and 


4A-P: PB ND. IX. 90 
ec to teach them to whom they preached: that Jeſus was the 
« Chriſt, and only to baptize them when they did believe 
<< this. This is ſo abſolutely neceſſary in the nature of the 
<« thing, till a chriſtian church among the heathens or the 
« Fews was founded, and ſo expreſsly ſaid by Fuftin Martyr 
< to have been the practice i in the firſt ages of the church, that 
„ to deny what is confirmed by ſuch evidence of reaſon and 
e church hiſtory, would be. to prejudice a cauſe, which in 
my poor judgment needs not this interpretation of the 
« word uaynrevsy; nor needs it be aſſerted that infants are 
<« made diſciples, any more than they are made believers by 
c baptiſm,” &c. 

Theſe evidences, with a multitude more which might ** 
added, were, I think, never anſwered; nor are they eaſi- 
ly to be withſtood by an impartial, unbiaſſed mind, which 
muſt ſee, that our opponents themſelves have firmly eſta- 
bliſhed the true ſenſe of the commiſſion in our favour. And 
the — paſſages from St. Juſtin's apology, are as ex- 
preſsly againſt any ſuch practice, as the words of any writer, 
who neither knew, nor ever ad of any ſuch thing, can- 
poſſibly be. 

The deſign of the apology was to inform the Emperor and 
Senate of the principles and practices of the chriſtian church; 
and the integrity, ſincerity, and care of the pious martyr, 
not to hide any thing from them, appears as follows. 

« LXXIX. I ſhall now lay before you the manner of 4 
© dicating ourſelves to God, through Chriſt, upon our con- 
verſion ;, for ſhould 1 omit this, I might ſeem not to deal 

ſincerely in this account of the chriſtian - religion, As 
many. therefore as are perſuaded, and believe, that the 
things taught and ſaid by us are true, and , moreover take 
upon them to live accordingly, are taught to pray, and aſæ 
of God (with faſting) the forgiveneſs of their former ſins; 
we praying together, and faſting for and with them, and 
then, and not till then, they are brought to a place of wa- 
ter, and there regenerated after the ſame manner with our- 
ſelves; for they are waſhed in the name of God the father, 
and Lord of all, and of our Saviour Jeſus Chriſt; for 
< Chriſt has. ſaid, unleſs you are born again 55 cannot enter 
3 into the kingdom of heayen, John iii. 3, 5. (But you all 
© know it is impoſſible to enter a ſecond time into our mo- 
* ther's womd) and in, alluſion to this, the Prophet Iſalab, 
in the words above cited, ſpeaks, When he preſoribes the 
method by, which repenting inners, may avoid the conſe- 
6 Pence of their ſins; * — J. i. 1620. 
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© LXXX. The reaſon of this we have from the apoſtles, 
© for having nothing to do in our firſt birth, but being begot- 
ten by neceſſity, or without our own conſent, and train- 
© ed up alſo in vicious cuſtoms and company, to the end 
© therefore we might continue no longer the children of ne- 

© ceflity and ignorance, but of freedom and knowledge, and 
© obtain remiffion of our paſt ſins by virtue of this water, 
the penitent, who now makes his ſecond birth an act of 
& his own choice, has called over him the name of God the 
& Father and Lord of all things. When we conduct the 
perſon to be baptized to the places of baptiſm, we call God 
by no other name; becauſe we have not any appellation 

© for the ineffable majeſty of God; that can explain his na- 
6 ture; and if any man pretends to that, we think him mad 
cin the higheſt degree; this baptiſm is called illumination, 
< becauſe the minds of the Catechumens who are thus 

6 waſhed were illuminated; and moreover the perſon baptized 
c. and illuminated, is baptized in the name of Jeſus Chriſt, 
©, who was crucified under Pontius Pilate, and in the name 
of the Holy Ghoſt, who ſpake by the Prophets, and fore- 
told every thing concerning Chriſt. | 

' © EXXXV. After the believer is baptized, and- 4 incor- 

5; porated or made one with us, we lead him to the congrega- 
tion of the brethren, as we call them, and then with great 
* fervency: pour out our ſouls in common prayers both for 
<- ourſelves, for the perſon baptized, and for all others all the 
c. world over; that having-embraced- the truth, our conver- 
© ſation might be as becometh the goſpel; and that we may 
6 be found doers of the word; and ſo at length be ſaved with 
6: ah everlaſting ſalvation, Prayers being over we ſalute each 
c: other with a kiſs: after this, bread and a cup of wine and 
< water are brought to the Preſident or Biſhop; which he 
tales, and offers up praiſe and glory to the Father of all 
things, through the name of his Son and the Holy Spi- 
4e, . 

- © LEXXVI, The food: we call- this eucharift of which 
none are allowed to be partakers, but ſuch only as 
© ate true believers, and: have been baptized in the laver of 
©” regeneration-for the remiſhon of ſins, and live according to 
5: Chriſt's precepts ;' for we do not take this as common 
<- bread; and common wine: 

: Theſe paſſages are, I think, an andbſverabls pröoß, that 
St. Jin was ab/alatch and utterly a ſtranger to infant bap- 
* and had ver ſor mürk as * of any ſuch — 5 
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And as our author ſays, p. 42. Whether infants were or 
6 were not then baptized, was ſo notorious and plain a fact, 
<« a fact of ſo publick and conſpicuous a nature, as could not 


© poſlibly eſcape the knowledge of every particular chriſtian, 


« then living upon earth ;* much leſs could it eſcape the 
knowledge of ſo eminent an advocate for the chriſtians, as 
St. Fuſtin was. And as it plainly appears from his apology, 
that he had no knowledge of it, we muſt neceſſarily con- 
clude, that there was no ſuch practice in © the chriſtian 
© church in its pureſt and firſt ages; the ages immediately ſuc- 


© ceeding the apoſtles; who could not but know what the apo- 
6. ftolic doctrine and practice was as to this matter : no, nor 


till after the middle of the ſecond century, notwithſtanding 
the aſſurance, with which our author aſferts, that the baptiſm: 
of infants was the undoubted practice of the chriſtian church in 
thoſe pureſt and firſt ages. And if it was not the practice of 
the chriſtian church, till after the middle of the ſecond cen- 
tury, at the earlieſt; it can never-be the duty of chriſtians: 
in any age, ſuppoling it to have erept into the chriſtian church 
ever ſo ſoon afterwards: for that, which was not appointed 
by Chriſt himſelf, nor practiſed by his apoſtles, nor found 


in any of their writings, is not old enough to be true, 


nor at all binding upon chriſtians. Nay, St. Paul has 
taken ſuch care to ſecure the truth, and prevent the 


church from admitting any lower authority, that he ex- 


horts us to reject not only himſelf, but even an angel from 
heaven, if he preached any other goſpel than he at firſt- 
preached to the Galatians, ch. i. . What therefore: 
can we have to do with ten thouſand ſuch authorities, as are 
contrary to the practice of the apoſtles of our Lord, but to 
reject them, with abhorrence and deteſtation, and eſpecially: 
ſach, as come two or three hundred years after their times? 


Nevertheleſs, the manner, in which this controverſy has: 
been managed by ſuch, as are bigots to infant baptiſm, for 


which our author pretends: apoſtolick tradition, fully verifies: 


the truth of what Dr. Wright ſays, Upon this principle, 
every new council begins a new ſet of traditions-: and by 


c thus contradicting and leaving the ſcripture, men of learn- 
© ing are led into endleſs mazes, and the moſt diſhoneſt arts; 


Eu and the poor laity in common life are ſubject to perpetual 


* tyranny, and to have new yokes of bondage put upon 
mia · r neo int, £2552 1 e eee 
Iſhall only add a word or two more to what our author 
{ays about the prevailing or ſpread of infant baptiſm in — 


dermon on ſcripture and tradition, p. 50, 
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church, on which ſubje& he brings in theſe words, p. "748 


<-Strange ! beyond all belief ! that amidſt their many mutual 


© accuſations, reproaches, complaints, we meet not, in all 
© antiquity, with one upon this head; and not a man, ca- 
© tholic or heretic, dropping a ſingle word againſt this groſs 
innovation; except perhaps, Tertullian; and he not ab- 


© ſolutely, (if at all) cenſuring it; and ſupporting his diſlike 


© of it, by reaſons which are no ſtrength, but diſnonour to any 
r | | | 


* 


To deny that Tertullian cenſured infant baptiſm, and 


in the very words immediately before, and after, to own, that 


he diſliked and wrote againſt it, is no ſmall contradiction.» 
Whether his reaſons have any ſtrength or force in them, the 
reader may judge by the paſlage recited, p. 97. The practice 


itſelf is juſtly ſuppoſed to have begun firſt near Carthage in 
Africa, upon miſtaking the true ſenſe of John iii. 5; whence 
it was imagined, that none could be ſaved, or could ever enter 
into the kingdom of glory, if they were not baptized; and 


bence the tender and anxious concern of weak parents for 


the eternal happineſs of their children gave birth to infant 
baptiſm : and upon a like groſs miſtake of John vi. 53, they 
brought them alſo to the communion. But infant baptiſm. 
no ſooner appeared in the world, than it was . oppoſed. 
and cenſured by Tertullian, the only writer of any note. in 
that age, and in that part of the world, whoſe works are 
preſer ved. He made uſe of juſt and ſubſtantial reaſons againſt 
it, but the love of novelty and fond affection, which work. 
moſt powerfully in dark and weak minds, were not to be 
reſtrained even by a writer of Tertullian's rank and abilities; 


eſpecially when we conſider, that their miniſters might be too 


ſubject to humour the weakneſs, and ſooth the foibles of ſuch, as 
were benefactors to them. Thus we may preſume it was che- 
riſhed, and gathered votaries by little and little, till the metropolis 
of the world received it, and from thence it ſpread apace, but 
not without a man catholic, er heretic, dropping a ſingle word a- 
gainſt this groſs innovation, as our author pretends, For Næzian- 
zen, a good while after Tertullian, in bis oration $15 ey 10 Pang -» 


rice, diſſiſes it too, and would not have infants brought to baptiſm, 
till they were of ſame age, and able to anſwer for themſeives, The: 


ſixth canon of the council of Neoceſarea: is no way favourable» 


to inſant baptiſm, but directly againſt any ſuch practice; 


where it ſays, in order for baptiſm, the proper choice of each. 
perſon ſhould be diſcovered, and that by a profeſſion. Nor was 
the preſent practice ſo thoroughly eſtabliſned in Cyprian's time, 
but that Magnus, a Biſhop, doubled of its validity, in 3 = 

| | A „ A ao em 2 B ect, 
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1 


1 


6 young, let us amend now we are old.“ 


1 P END 

ſpect, as appears from Lord King's inquiry. Theſe are ſpeci- 
mens of the general oppoſition, which we have reaſon to 
believe it met with at firſt; and we have more reaſon to 
wonder, that we have any of theſe left upon record, than 
that we have no more of them, when we conſider the wicked 
practice of interpolating and curtailing, which prevailed in the 
4th and 5th centuries, among the fathers of the church, as they 
are tiled ; who were ſo far from being afraid or aſhamed to 
conceal and deſtroy what they diſliked in the books of the anti- 
ent writers for chriſtianity, that they even altered and added to 
their works, that ſo nothing might appear therein, but what was 
favourable to the corrupt principles and practices, which they 
themſelves had run into. And in this pernicious practice they 
ſeem to have gloried, and ſtrove to outdo one another for the 
ſervice of the church. This is ſo clearly, and ſo fully confeſſed 
by Jerome himſelf, that no reader can doubt the villany of ſome 
in that age; but muſt from thence ſee the greateſt cauſe to 
lament the loſs of the moſt valuable monuments of chriſtian 
truth and purity, written in the firft and pureſt ages of the 
church. Hear, fays Mr. J/hi/tom, Ferome's own words. 
If then I have tranſlated - what is good [out of Origen] 
© and have either cut off, or corrected, or concealed what 
is bad, why am I blamed? While the Latin, have 


what is good in him, and are unacquainted with what is 


© bad. If this be a crime, let Hilary the confeſſor be re- 
proved, who tranſlated the expoſition of the Pſalms, and 
< the Homilies upon 15 out of his books, that is out of 
© Greek into Latin. Let Euſebius, Biſhop of Vercellæ, who 
© was a confeſſor with him, be eſteemed in fault alfo, who 
© tranſlated the commentaries. of an heretick { Euſebius of 


Ceſarea] into our language; although he omitted what was 


© heretical, and tranſlated all that was really good. I ſay no- 
© thing of YVi#orinus of Poictiers, and the reſt, who followed 
© Origen in his expoſition of the ſcriptures, and expreſſed 
their meaning of the text only; leſt I ſhould appear not 
ſo much to vindicate myſelf, as to ſeek out partners of my 
crime. Adderſ. Vigilantium. And in his third apology a- 


gainſt Ruffinus. Let us leave off to patroniſe hereticks, 


and there will be no contention between us. With the 
© ſame fervour with which we formerly commended Origen, 


now that he is condemned by all the world, let us condemn 


© him, let us join our hands and hearts,” and follow our eaſt = 
ern and weſtern leaders (the Biſhops of ' Hlexandria and 
© Rome) with chearful Reps; If we erred when we were 


Hence 


4 AP ENDIHX. 
Hence we fee what was the avowed practice of the father 


of the church in that corrupt age, and therefore have no rea - 


ſon to wonder, that we have ſo little left upon record of all 
the writings of the primitive chriſtians, which were in any thing 
contrary to the corrupt principles and practices of thoſe 
times. For when the Biſhops of Alexandria and Rome had ſet up 
themſelves for heads and guides to the church, they took care, 
upon the death of a Biſhop, to fill up his place from amongſt 
the Monks, who were their own creatures, waiting for promo- 
tion; and thereby had a fair opportunity to eſtabliſh what- 


ever corruptions they themſelves had run into. To prevent 


detection and oppoſition, they took care to deſtroy, or elſe 
corrupt, all the writings, which were contrary to what they 
approved; ſo that of the numerous books written and pub- 


liſhed by Origen, the greateſt ſcholar in his day, there are 


comparatively few or none of the originals to be found 3 
nor is there any thing to diſcover what his ſentiments were, 
upon many points, but only from the corrupt tranſlations of 
ſuch unworthy men, with ſome occaſional references, or 


_ quotations, perhaps ſubject to the ſame unfairneſs, And to 


uſe our author's own words upon this point, p. g1, © If any 
© think it ſtrange that we have no more expreſs teſtimonies 


© againſt (be ſays to) this practice of the church in the writ- 


< ings of theſe fathers, let him conſider, that the far greater 


part of their writings are loſt 3 and that it is but little more 
than their names, and a few pieces of their works, eſpeci- 


© ally. as to the firſt age, that are tranſmitted down to us.“ 


This argument muſt furely conclude much more ſtrongly 


againſt infant baptiſm than for it, becauſe, our author will 
not allow the oppoſers of that practice to be numerous enough, 
or to bave power ſufficient, in any age, to ingroſs all the 
writings for it, and ſo to deſtroy them, in order to obſcure 
the truth: nor could their doing ſo anſwer that end, whilſt 
he ſuppoſes it was the undoubied practice of the chriftian 
church, in its pureſt and firſt ages, throughout the whole world, 
On the cantrary, when the favourers of infant baptiſm ob- 
tained all the power in the world, as they had corrupted and 


changed Chriſt's ordinance for their own inventions, they 


had power, and were under very ſtrong temptations, to al- 
ter or deſtroy every thing, that appeared in the antient writ» 
ings againſt them (which we have ſeen was the avowed practice 
of ſome,) but at the ſame time they would undoubtedly be 
very careful topreſerve, and ſet out in the ſtrongeſt terms they 


could every thing that was favourable to their cauſe: And 
therefore, fince nothing of this kind is to be found in the 


: Writ- 
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writings of the firſt ages, it only proves that, in the pureſt 
ages of the church, there was no ſuch practice. Beſides 
which, if theſe writings were loſt, as our author pretends, it 


muſt then follow, that, for aught he, or any other perſon 


can poſſibly know to the contrary, they might contain ex- 
preſs teſtimonies againſt infant baptiſm, inſtead of for it. 
pon the whole then, what I have. obſerved is, I think, 
ſufficient to take off the force of all, which our author ſays in 
about twenty pages on his fifth argument, from apoſtolic tra- 
dition, from the 3 ſpread of the practice he pleads for, 
and the little oppoſition he pretends there was made againſt it. 
And now, having already multipiied pages, far beyond my firſt 
intention, Iſhall add no more; but leave the worthy gentleman, 
who occaſioned our author's publication, to anſwer whatever 
elſe there is in it, which deſerves the leaſt regard. And I hope 
he will excuſe my anticipating his labour, by what I have here 


done, which I preſume will rather eaſe than increaſe his 


trouble. For what Dr. Doddridge ſays of the writings for in- 


fidelity, is juſtly applicable to the writings in favour of infant 


baptiſm : Sad indeed is the drudgery our brethren muſt go 


© which their faith may receive, by the very efforts made to 


been anſwered perhaps many ſcores and hundreds of times, 
without taking any notice of the replies; Jo when they 


many of them are grounded on notorious falſhood, and are 
in themſelves deſpicably mean; eſpecially when ſet againſt 
the great arguments for it, of which they are already 
poſſeſt . gh | h | 
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© through in reading ſuch authors —— but the confirmation 
overthrow it, will, I hope, in many inſtances, be a ſuffi- 
cient reward. And as theſe pieces, eſpecially in the hand 


of ſecond rate writers, contain little more than a confidept ' 
and unweariedr epetition of the ſame objections, which have- 


accidentally ſtart up in their way, they will ſoon ſee, that; 


< 7 


* F irſt 1:tt, to chriſtianity not founded on arg. p. 46, 47, 21, 23. ; 
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